
Interview/counseling problem: [ goal is to have an exercise in explaining the law to someone 
unfamiliar with it by using a familiar situation; another student plays the client, this is not 
graded. Hand the instructions separately to the participating students.] 
 
 
foreign tourist buying a car in the US -  “Interviewer” 
Your “client” is a foreign tourist. You are a law student who met this tourist in a local coffee 
shop in your neighborhood.  You have become his informal advisor about all customs 
American. Your visiting friend wants to buy a car and drive around the US for the remaining 3 
weeks on his/her visa. S/He is confused by the “paperwork” that seems to be necessary to buy a 
car, and asks you to explain. Talk to him and see if you can help him understand what to do.  
 
 
 
foreign tourist buying a car in the US  “Client” 
You are a foreign tourist. You met a law student who in a local coffee shop in your 
neighborhood. S/He has become your informal advisor about all customs American.  You want 
to buy a car and drive around the US for the remaining 3 weeks on your visa, but you are 
confused by the “paperwork” that seems to be necessary to buy a car, from what you have 
heard. You are meeting with your friend, who has promised to explain. You are eager to figure 
this out because you have already found a car to buy. A guy you met in a bar said he would sell 
you his 2004 RAV4 for $2,000, he wants you to meet him at the bar and pay in cash. You can go 
on your own to the DMV to get the car registered, where you will tell the officials it was a “gift”. 
The guy has explained that this is the ways things are done here. 
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