
CONFIDENTIAL CLIENT INFORMATION 
S. Grant Interviewing Simulation 

You are either (1) Sam (Samantha) Grant, a third year law student at the University of South Carolina, 
or (2) Terry, the fiancé of Sam. You both are very upset and angry. Sam just received a letter from the 
Character and Fitness Committee of the State Bar stating Sam would not be admitted to the bar unless certain 
past financial obligations were fulfilled. Neither of you understand why the bar is acting as a bill collector. 
Wondering what they were talking about, Sam contacted the Committee.  Sam was told that a credit check 
had discovered several things that indicated an inability to handle financial matters. But neither of you gets it. 
There were some small personal matters that have nothing to do with being a lawyer, so there should be no 
problem. 

The first concerns a dispute Sam had with a previous landlord while an undergraduate at Stanford in 
California (where Sam and Terry met). Sam had a lease for an apartment in a four flat building at $600 a 
month, and paid a $1,200 security deposit. The trouble began when other tenants in the building began 
playing loud music and staying up all night. Despite requests to keep it down, that only made things worse. 
Sam spoke to the landlord several times, but the landlord wouldn’t ever do anything about it. This was 
annoying since a law student is a good tenant, studying all the time and not bothering anybody. Moreover, 
the landlord didn’t seem to care about the building. Many little things needed repairing and the place needed 
painting and fixing up. 

With two months to go in the lease, Sam decided it was impossible to put up with the noise any 
longer, and moved out of the apartment and in with Terry. Sam didn't pay the last two months rent, figuring 
the landlord could just keep the security deposit, and told the landlord that in an email. There was no 
response to the email. Sam sent another email when he moved with his new South Carolina address. When 
the two moved to Columbia right after Stanford so that Sam could go to law school, there were a few letters 
from the landlord demanding the last two months rent. He also said something about damages to the 
apartment. Sam and Terry confirm that both of them cleaned the apartment, and that there were no 
damages. Sam didn't save the letters. The last one said something about ruining Sam’s credit history, which 
made both mad enough that they didn'

Upon receiving the notice from the bar, Sam did a request for a credit history. It came back stating 
that the landlord was owed $2,500. Neither Sam nor Terry can believe it. Neither thinks Sam owes him 
anything, but certainly not that much. What can be done? It is the end of a long and expensive three years of 
law school. You don't have $2,500 to pay this guy, especially when you shouldn’t owe him anything. 

t accept any further letters from him. A few more came but Sam wrote 
“refused, return to sender” on them, and put them back in the mail. This was a few years ago. 

IF, AFTER TELLING THIS PART OF THE STORY, YOU TRUST THE LAWYER(S), and IF the 
lawyer(s) ask about whether there have been any other financial problems, tell them Sam is still working out 
a situation from the beginning of the fall semester. Toward the end of August you decided to move to a less 
expensive place since Terry was starting at the Pharmacy school.  So the two of you found a cute garage 
apartment that you wanted to rent. This new landlord said she needed a check for the rent right away or she 
would rent it to someone else. Sam gave her a check, but got her to agree to not cash it until the first of the 
month when the financial aid checks cleared. The jerk went and cashed it right away, causing a lot of 
bounced checks in your joint account. The two of you also are really angry at your bank. You had just written 
several small checks for utilities, books, groceries, a few new CD’s, etc.  There was money to cover those, 
just not the rent check, which the landlord had agreed not to cash.  Because the rent check couldn’t be 
covered, the bank decided to bounce all the checks in the joint account.  You think that was wrong.  They 
should have paid all the smaller ones and just bounced the rent check.  Instead, they wanted a $20 dollar fee 
for each of the 6 checks, instead of for just the one, which shouldn’t have been cashed anyway.  You believe 
you did nothing wrong, it was the jerk of a landlord that screwed up.  The two of you are still trying to get 
the bank to write letters of apology to the people you had written the checks to. 

Given the situation, the two of you have decided to consult a lawyer.  You have an appointment with a 
senior partner who is a friend of Terry’s uncle from the BounceBack law firm to discuss this matter. 


