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Correction
On page 40 of the Spring 2008 issue, Michael Kelly ’73 
was incorrectly identified in a photo of the Buffalo area 
alumni event. 
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John T. Baker
1 9 4 0  t o  2 0 0 8

John Thomas Baker, 
Esq., passed away in his 
Bloomington, In., home 
Sept. 3, 2008, at the age 
of 68. The 13th dean and 
president of Albany Law 
School from 1991 to 
1993, the first and only 
African American in the 
position, and the first 
black law professor on 
faculty at Yale University, 
Dean Baker’s legacy 
reflects his vision for legal 
education and social justice.

As Albany Law’s Dean, he 
led a successful ABA accredita-
tion inspection, expanded the 
Albany Law School Clinic & 
Justice Center—establishing the 
domestic violence and AIDS 
clinics—oversaw the completion 
of a $14 million facilities reno-
vation, and championed issues 
of diversity. After stepping down 
as Dean, he taught until 2003.

Dean Baker’s vision some-
times led him into controversial 
territory which he always faced 
head-on. He publicly endorsed 
Clarence Thomas, a former  
student of his at Yale, for the 
Supreme Court, reading a 
detailed statement of several 
pages at a press conference. In 
this statement, he denounced the 
NAACP, presented his opinion 
on Anita Hill’s testimony, and 
described the situation as “sad.”

Internally, he inherited a 
school budget that demanded 

tough decisions. At the same time 
he sought funding for the School’s 
first faculty chair. As a faculty 
member, he worked closely with 
BALSA, set up a pro bono pro-
gram in conjunction with the 
local branch of the NAACP, and 
taught a course on the death 
penalty because he felt strongly 
that it needed to be offered. 

While dean of Howard 
University School of Law, he 
fought a decision to award degrees 
to several students whom he 
believed did substandard work.

Dean Baker earned a bache-
lor’s degree in chemistry from 
Fisk University. Studying to be 
a doctor, he switched to law 
after participating in the Civil 
Rights movement. He graduated 
magna cum laude in 1965 with 
an L.L.B. degree from Howard 
University Law School, where 
he was editor-in-chief of the 
Law Journal and president of 
the moot court team. After serv-
ing as clerk to the Hon. Harold 

R. Tyler Jr., U.S. District 
Court of the Second 
District of New York,  
he joined Winthrop, 
Stimson, Putnam and 
Roberts, New York.

He then served as 
president and general 
counsel of the New York 
Urban Coalition Venture 
Capital Corporation, 
served on the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educa- 
tional Fund executive 

committee, and served on the 
board of directors for the Upper 
Hudson Planned Parenthood.

Dean Baker was an associate 
professor at Yale Law from 
’73–’78; a visiting professor at 
New York University from ’81 
to ’82; a professor at Indiana 
University Law School from 
’82 to ’91; and dean of Howard 
from ’85 to ’86. His primary 
teaching, research, and areas 
of authorship were corpora-
tions, non-profit corporations 
and civil rights.

 Born in Louisville, Ky., in 
1940, Baker was the oldest of 
three children. He is survived 
by his wife, Eleanor Jones 
Baker; daughter, Sonya Baker 
and her husband, Michael 
Fazio; son, Ivan Baker; brother 
Houston Baker, Jr. and his 
wife, Charlotte; brother,  
William Baker and his wife, 
Pat; and granddaughter,  
Mia Baker.
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Ed  u c a t i o n

B.S., University of Illinois
J.D., University of Michigan 
Law School 

E x p e r i e n c e

Lawyers for Children, Manhattan

Legal Aid Society of Nassau 
County, Hempstead, N.Y.

The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Division, Brooklyn office, 
Staff Attorney (New York 
University Law School, Extern-
ship Supervisor)

Child Advocacy Law Clinic, 
University of Michigan Law School, 
Clinical Assistant Professor

A w a r d s

L. Hart Wright Award for 
Excellence in Law Teaching, 
University of Michigan, 2002

Shanara Gilbert Award, American 
Association of Law Schools 
(AALS), 2005

Honored by the Children’s Center 
at Albany County  
Family Court, 2008

C o u r s e s

Children and the Law
Domestic Violence (Seminar)
Family Violence Litigation Clinic

Albany Law School’s Newest Tenured Professor 

S e l e c t e d  S c h o l a r s h i p

“Advancing the Future of Family 
Violence Law Pedagogy: The 
Founding of a Law School 
Clinic,”41 University of Michigan 
Journal of Law Reform 167  
(2007) (with Theresa Hughes)

Co-author, New York Law of 
Domestic Violence 2nd ed., 
(Thomson-West, 2007) (with 
Judge Lee Elkins and Jane 
Fosbinder)

“A Comparative State Analysis: 
Introducing the Construct of  
the Jury into Family Violence 
Proceedings,” Chapter 37,  
pp. 306-312 in Family Law: 
Balancing Interests and Pursuing 
Priorities (Lynn D. Wardle & 
Camille S. Williams, eds.)  
(Wm. S. Hein & Co., 2007)

“Introducing the Construct of  
the Jury into Family Violence 
Proceedings and Family Court 
Jurisprudence,” 13 Michigan 
Journal of Gender & Law 1 (2006)

Co-author, 2006 Cumulative 
Supplement to New York Law  
of Domestic Violence (Thomson-
West, 2006) (with Judge L.  
Elkins and J. Fosbinder)

Because Melissa Breger has spent 
countless hours advocating for 
children and families in different 
parts of the country, she’s acutely 
aware of the cultural differences 
within family court systems. 
Institutional distinctions between 
courts are typically very subtle 
though not always—Breger says, 
and the advocate must adhere to 
these varying norms. Character-
izing and defining the impact 
these cultural differences have 
on case outcomes is one of several 
topics driving her current research.

“I am also interested in 
exploring cognitive psychology 
theories when examining judges 
and juries, as well as issues  
germane to institutional lawyer-
ing,” she said. “If I aggressively  
challenge the judge today, is  
my next client going to pay a 
price in front of that same judge 
tomorrow?”

Breger is also working on  
an article currently titled: 
“Healing the Wounds of 
Sexually Trafficked Children  
by Examining Strategies for 
Childhood Survivors of Family 
Violence and Sexual Abuse.”

Health Law Clinic 
Gets Award  
for Innovation

The Albany Law Clinic and 
Justice Center’s Health Law 
Clinic received a Statewide 2008 
Innovative Project Award from 
the New York State Department 
of Health’s Cancer Services 
Program in recognition of the 
Clinic’s collaborative advocacy 
initiatives. 

Using a model of collabora-
tion between law students and 
medical professionals, Clinic 
students resolve legal disputes 
that simultaneously improve 
health outcomes for clients. 
Since the inception of the 
Clinic’s Cancer Care initiative 
in 2004, 70 law students have 
represented 300 clients affected 
by cancer in 620 cases.

“The Clinic is designed to 
teach students how to identify 
and address the legal issues that 
affect individuals living with 
chronic health conditions,” said 
Professor Joseph Connors, direc-
tor of the Health Law Clinic. 
“The students alleviate a great 
deal of stress for our clients, 
allowing them to focus their 
limited energy on their underly-
ing health problems.”



4

INBRIEF

More than 250 people honored 
30 Albany Law School alumni 
for their excellence in govern-
ment service on June 3, 2008, to 
celebrate the School’s Government 
Law Center’s 30 years of linking 
law and policy.

The alumni, nominated by 
their peers and supervisors,  
represented local, state and  
federal government offices and 
agencies—from New Jersey to 
California to Japan—and are 
individuals who exemplify the 
ideals of public service. 

 Guest speaker Michael J. 
Garcia ’89, U.S. Attorney, 
Southern District of New York, 
delivered a pointed speech on 
government ethics and praised 
the award winners for modeling 
the highest standards in public 
service. “Usually when I stand 
up to talk about someone’s  
government service, it’s with a 
chart outlining counts in an 
indictment,” he told the crowd. 
“You are the representatives of 
public service that the public 
needs to hear about and appreci-

ate because they see far too many 
examples of the other kind.” 

With 16 sponsors, congratu-
lation letters from New York’s 
Governor David Paterson, 
Senator Hillary Clinton, U.S. 
Representative Michael McNulty, 
Albany’s Mayor Gerald Jennings 
and a legislative resolution by 
Sen. Neil Breslin adopted by the 
N.Y. State Senate, every judge 
from the Appellate Division, 
Third Department, attended  
the event held at the State Room 
in Albany.

“We expected to honor our 
special alumni and the Govern-
ment Law Center’s 30 years in 
one intimate event,” said Dean 
Thomas F. Guernsey, “but the 
event attracted so many people, 
and Attorney Garcia’s speech 
created such an intensity, that 
the event transcended into a  
celebration of genuine excellence 
in service, and a recognition of 
the results-oriented work the 
Government Law Center has 
produced over three decades.” 

School Honors 30 Alumni for Excellence in Government; Celebrates 30th Year of Government Law Center

Guest speaker Michael J. Garcia ’89, U.S. Attorney, Southern District  
of New York, spoke on government ethics. Garcia spent a day at the 
School a month later, talking to first-year students, Albany Law Review 
student-staff, and other groups eager to meet him. 
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Bottom row, left to right:

•	 George S. King ’73, inspector  
general, Office of the New York 
State Comptroller

•	 Sharon L. Landers ’77, assistant city 
manager, City of Irvine, California

•	 Karen Joy Lewis ’74, assistant 
director, American Law Division, 
Congressional Research Service

•	 Mimi C. Mairs ’96, staff attorney, 
New York City Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner

•	 Mitchell S. Morris ’76, associate 
counsel, Local Government Law Unit, 
Office of the New York State Comp-
troller, Division of Legal Services

•	 Robert F. Mujica, Jr. ’05, managing 
director of budget and fiscal analysis, 
NYS Senate, and Deputy Secretary, 
Finance Committee

•	 Michael J. Novack ’71, clerk of the 
court, New York State Supreme 
Court, Appellate Division, Third 
Department

•	 William F. Pelgrin ’80, director,  
NYS Office of Cyber Security and 
Critical Infrastructure Coordination

•	 Amelia F. Stern ’81, counsel,  
NYS Governor’s Office of  
Regulatory Reform

•	 Charles E. Sullivan, Jr. ’75,  
commissioner, NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation

•	 John V. Tauriello ’80, deputy  
commissioner and counsel,  
NYS Office of Mental Health

•	 Val E. Washington ’75, deputy  
commissioner, Remediation and 
Materials Management, NYS Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conservation

•	 George H. Weissman ’79, managing 
general counsel, NYS Dormitory 
Authority

•	 Molly A. Wilkinson ’96, chief of staff, 
U.S. Small Business Administration

•	 Jamie A. Woodward ’80, executive 
deputy commissioner, NYS Depart-
ment of Taxation and Finance

Top row, left to right:

•	 Glen T. Bruening ’89, general  
counsel, NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation

•	 Kevin A. Cahill ’80, New York assem- 
blyman, 101st Assembly District

•	 Philip F. Calderone ’81, deputy 
mayor, City of Albany

•	 Robert G. Conway, Jr. ’76, director 
of legal affairs and counsel, NYS 
Division of Military and Naval Affairs

•	 Holly O’Grady Cook ’87, staff judge 
advocate, U.S. Army Multi-National 
Division, Baghdad

•	 Richard A. Curreri ’76, director,  
NYS Public Employment Relations 
Board Office of Conciliation

•	 Brien R. Downes ’79, fiscal counsel, 
NYS Assembly Ways and Means 
Committee

•	 Theresa L. Egan ’86, deputy  
commissioner for safety, consumer 
protection and clean air, NYS 
Department of Motor Vehicles

•	 June E. Egeland ’91, legislative 
counsel, NYS Department of  
Civil Service

•	 Robert J. Fleury ’82, assistant  
attorney general; bureau chief, 
Department of Law’s Real Property 
Bureau

•	 Mary Ann Gadziala ’78, associate 
director, Office of Compliance 
Inspections and Examinations, U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission

•	 Astrid Glynn ’75, commissioner, 
NYS Department of Transportation

•	 Andrew D. Goldsmith ’83, assistant 
chief, Environmental Crimes Section, 
U.S. Department of Justice

•	 Kristine Hamann ’77, former state 
inspector general

•	 Charlie M. Johnson ’87, staff judge 
advocate, U.S. Air Force 18th Wing, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan

Presiding Justice Anthony V. 
Cardona, Third Department, 
Appellate Division, cheered on 
Michael J. Novack ’71, clerk of 
the Court since 1983.

Dean Thomas Guernsey stands with award winner Sharon Landers ’77 
(center), Assistant City Manager for the City of Irvine, Calif., and Patricia 
Salkin, Associate Dean and Director of the Government Law Center. 

Award recipient Charlie Johnson ’87, left, who flew in from Japan, 
poses with guest Diana Jones-Ritter, commissioner of the New York State 
Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities.

E x c e l l e n c e  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  H o n o r ee  s

School Honors 30 Alumni for Excellence in Government; Celebrates 30th Year of Government Law Center
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Two-dozen professors and  
policymakers gathered on campus 
last semester for a conference  
on food regulation that focused 
on reducing salt consumption as 
a strategy for addressing public 
health concerns over hypertension. 

The purpose of the confer-
ence was to explore innovative 
regulatory strategies for food 
regulation beyond traditional 
proposals such as labeling, taxa-
tion, and advertising restrictions. 
In recent years, regulatory schol-
arship—from environmental to 
health and safety regulation—
has been moving away from 
proposals for centralized, top-
down regulation and towards 
more decentralized, market- 
oriented approaches. Conference 
participants considered strategies 
for improving information 
about the risks of excessive salt 
consumption, performance-based 
regulatory approaches that would 
require food retailers to adopt 
measures aimed at reducing the 
rates of hypertension in the 
areas where they operate, litiga-
tion against food manufacturers, 
and government-sponsored 
social marketing programs 
aimed at helping consumers 
make healthier food choices. 

New Strategies in Food Regulation:  
Restricting Salt Consumption to 
Reduce Hypertension

The conference was organized 
jointly by Albany Law’s Timothy 
Lytton, Albert and Angela Farone 
Distinguished Professor of Law, 
Professor Stephen Teret of The 
Center for Public Health Law at 
the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, and 
Professor Stephen Sugarman of 
the University of California, 
Berkeley (Boalt Hall) School  
of Law. Participants included 
distinguished academics from 
Yale, Johns Hopkins, the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, the University 
of Texas, the University of 
California at Berkeley, the 
University of Wisconsin, and 
SUNY and policy specialists 
from the New York State Depart- 
ment of Health, the New York 
City Department of Health, the 
Center for Science in the Public 
Interest, and the food industry. 

The conference is part of 
ongoing efforts by the Govern-
ment Law Center to bring  
leading scholars from around 
the country to the Law School 
to explore contemporary issues of 
law and public policy. Previous 
conferences have examined  
gun control, affirmative action, 
immigration, and medical  
malpractice. 

Prof. Stephen Teret, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Conference organizer Professor Timothy Lytton, Albany Law School. 

Martin Bienstock, Special Counsel, N.Y. State Dept. of Health and 
adjunct professor at Albany Law School.
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My clients are primarily intelli-
gence, law enforcement or  
military officers who have 
“crossed,” in some fashion, a 
line with their agency that has 
brought upon them the force  
of the government. Many of  
my clients have a covert status—
think Valerie Plame—and I 
maintain an active security  
clearance. I also often represent 
journalists trying to pull infor-
mation from the government. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .
It is far worse when the case 

involves national security matters. 
Imagine a world where:
•	 You can only sue your  

intended defendant if it gives 
you permission to do so;

•	 Statutes exist specifically to 
proscribe protections and 
remedies to federal employees 
but exempt the agencies 
where many intel/law enforce-
ment personnel work;

•	 Rules exist to govern internal 
conduct of the intended 
defendant but they are viewed 
as discretionary and often 
judicially unenforceable; 

•	 You may not be permitted to 
review, and therefore cannot 
respond to, the opposing side’s 
legal briefs; 

•	 Even if you could review the 

opposing side’s briefs you are 
not allowed to draft a response 
on your own computer. 
These obstacles are, of course, 

in addition to having to deal 
with an entity that has unlimited 
resources and where the individ-
uals you are dealing with—
whether the lawyers, witnesses or 
defendants—likely have absolutely 
no stake or risk whatsoever in the 
eventual result of the case. They 
may not and likely do not feel any 
individual pain of cost, reputation, 
adverse publicity or any other 
impact a normal defendant would 
feel so that there is little to no 
incentive for them to do the 
“right thing” or even settle a case 
as a typical defendant might.

. . . . . . . . . . . .
Much of the difficulty in 

bringing these cases arises from 
institutional attitudes and  
policies that ebb and flow within 
each federal agency. One person 
in a particular position, such  
as the general counsel, can  
radically impact the attitude that 
the agency exudes. A change in 
presidential administration from 
that of Democrat to Republican, 
or vice versa, does not signifi-
cantly impact my world, at  
least not in the short term. The 
biggest long-term impact arises, 

not surprisingly, from the judges 
that are appointed.

. . . . . . . . . . . .
The law tends to seemingly 

bend in the eyes of those who 
create, implement or adjudicate 
upon it. That is why we have 
scandal after scandal that reek of 
hypocrisy across the capitals of 
our country. And as is often the 
case, the cover-up invariably 
becomes worse than the crime. 
Friends protect friends. Self-
interest and preservation prevails 
over what’s right or what’s wrong. 

Particularly because I represent 
whistleblowers, I hear all the 
worst stories from every agency. 

Most litigation challenges 
that I handle are either constitu-
tional in nature (particularly 
First and Fifth Amendments) or 
assert an agency has violated its 
own regulations. The three key 
magic words that the judiciary 
focuses on when it comes to 
suing the Executive Branch—
deference, more deference and 
absolute deference. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .
I do this work because  

this work needs to be done. If 
someone does not take progres-
sive action for those who are 
challenging the system, nothing 
will ever change.

Taking on the Nation: Mark Zaid’s One-Man Battle
Excerpts from his talk delivered at Albany Law School

“It is not the 
function of our 
Government to 
keep the citizen 
from falling into 
error; it is the 
function of the 
citizen to keep  
the Government 
from falling  
into error.”

	 Justice Robert Jackson ’12

Mark S. Zaid ’92, a national security attorney, presented to Albany Law students last semester, “David vs. 
Goliath: Challenging the United States Government’s Shield of Misconduct with the Sword of Litigation.” 

Zaid currently serves as the senior civilian defense counsel for Sgt. Frank D. Wuterich, a Marine squad leader 
charged in an incident that led to the deaths of up to 24 Iraqi civilians in Haditha, Iraq, in November 2005. 

This event was sponsored by the Albany Law School Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, The 
Albany Law School Democrats and the Muslim Law Students Association.
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Rehearing Brown v. Board of Education

In an effort to shed some light on the high degree of racial segregation 
existing today in New York state’s public schools, a panel of educators 
and lawyers discussed their views on the source of continual separate, 
unequal and failing schools for students of color and others.  

Professor Anthony Farley, the James Campbell Matthews Distin- 
guished Professor of Jurisprudence, attempted to explain the great 
divide between affluent and poor systems partly by outlining the past 
150 years of Supreme Court Decisions from slavery to segregation to 
desegregation to neo-segregation. 

Professor Donna Young spoke on the continuing importance of 
Brown v. Board of Education and discussed demographic trends in 
public schools which continue to be among the most racially segregated 
institutions in the United States. She examined the 2007 Supreme 
Court decision, Parents Concerned, described by some as one of the 
most damaging decisions to civil rights laws by the modern U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Also on the panel was Alan Rubin, Executive Vice President for 
the New York State United Teachers. Along with the New York State 
Bar Association, who hosted the event, and the United Teachers, 
sponsors included the Law School and the Capital District Black and 
Hispanic Bar Association.  

Former New York Court of 
Appeals Associate Judge George 
Bundy Smith told the crowd  
in Room 200 exactly where he 
was when he learned of Martin 
Luther King’s death. Born in 
New Orleans and raised in 
Washington, D.C., Smith 
described his early life during 
segregation to highlight the Civil 
Rights gains made in his lifetime. 
But, he warned, after citing  
high school drop-out rates and 
other alarming stats among 
African-Americans including 
prison rates, “there is still cause 
for much concern.” 

Smith’s remarks were part of 
the Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Lecture titled “Society, Security 
and Civil Rights: Examining 
Sanctioned Discrimination Across 
Three Generations.” 

The program tackled the 
issues through three separate 
eras: the current state of sexual 
orientation and the law; race 
and the law with focus on the 
Civil Righs era; and national 
origin and the law, centered on 
the internment of Japanese-
Americans.

Along with outside lecturers, 
panelists from Albany Law’s  
faculty included: Professor  

Conference Looks at “Sanctioned 
Discrimination” Across Generations

Anthony Farley, James Campbell 
Matthews Distinguished 
Professor of Jurisprudence; 
Professor Stephen Gottlieb,  
Jay and Ruth Caplan Distin-
guished Professor; Associate 
Professor Nancy Ota; Associate 
Professor Alicia Ouellette; and 
Professor Stephen Clark.

The Lecture Series is named 
after Robert H. Jackson (1892– 
1954), a U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice, the chief United States 
prosecutor at the Nuremberg 
Trials, and a graduate of Albany 
Law School. 

You can listen to the lectures 
at www.albanylaw.edu/justice-
jackson.

George Bundy Smith, former  
associate judge of New York’s 
Court of Appeals.

Students Present at State Bar Committee Program

Students from Professor Maria Grahn-Farley’s International Child Rights 
class were invited to present at the N.Y. State Bar Association Committee 
on Children and the Law’s award ceremony last spring. From left: 
Alexandra R. Harrington ’08; Clare M. Wiseman ’09; Kathryn Grant 
Madigan ’78, past president of the New York State Bar Association,  
who received the Committee’s Special Recognition Award; Chantima 
Chokloikaew ’08; Prof. Grahn-Farley; Suzanne S. Lee ’09; Professor 
Kathe Klare. Ms. Madigan and Judge Edward O. Spain, who chairs the 
committee, invited the students.

Speakers included, from right, Professor Farley, Professor Young, and 
Alan Rubin, NYSUT.
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Faculty in the News
The New York Times 

“It appears to me that when it went into the net, it went into the 
legal possession of the New York Yankees, and if stadium officials 
retrieve the ball and say ‘We’ll give it to you’—whoever they’re 
pointing to—they have the right to do that.” Paul Finkelman, President 
William McKinley Distinguished Professor of Law and Public Policy, in an 
article titled “At the Stadium, Possession Is Some Tenths of the Law,”  
Sept. 24, 2008

Chicago Tribune 

“	While it’s a milestone on one hand, the road ahead is very long,” 
said Timothy Lytton, an Albany Law School professor who wrote 
Holding Bishops Accountable: How Lawsuits Helped the Catholic 
Church Confront Clergy Sexual Abuse. “The cardinal’s rhetoric 
about protecting victims and showing compassion to perpetrators 
and pastoral concern for incarcerated priests omits the theme on  
people’s minds…. That theme is: What is the institutional church 
going to do to hold officials accountable?” From an article called

 “Release of Cardinal George’s deposition revealing: Deposition release called 
a ‘milestone’,” Aug. 16, 2008

The New York Times 

“Some of the things that could be the subject of a C.B.A. may not 
wind up being in the C.B.A. But that doesn’t mean you can’t have a 
C.B.A.” Professor Patricia E. Salkin in an article titled “Bronx Groups 
Demand a Voice in a Landmark’s Revival,” June 25, 2008

National Law Journal

“You have to ask yourself if there is a demand for lawyers.”  
Dean Thomas F. Guernsey in an article titled, “A Deluge of Law Schools:  
As many as 10 are in the works—but are they needed?” June 4, 2008

Newsday 

“You’re dealing with an extraordinarily stagnant industry in New 
York. Interest in racing in New York, especially downstate, has just 
fallen off the charts.” Professor Bennett Liebman in the article titled

 “Beleaguered NYRA may have future back on track,” June 1, 2008

New York Times

“They ripped these services away, and there are families all over this 
state that have just lost these services and are trying to make do—
often times in situations that are critical.” Professor Bridgit M. Burke 
in the article titled, “Ruling Ends Special Services for the Home Schooled,” 
April 20, 2008. 

New York Sun

“I can only guess that he wants to put a very bright liberal in the 
center seat of the court.” Professor Vincent Bonventre in an article titled

 “Paterson Will Pick a New Chief Judge of New York,” July 7, 2008.

The Government Law Center 
hosted its eighth annual Saratoga 
Institute on Racing and Gaming 
Law on Aug. 5 at the Gideon 
Putnam Hotel in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. In front of a packed 
house of 175 people, the leaders of 
the horse racing world addressed 
the legal and policy issues affect-
ing the horse racing industry in 
New York and the United States.

Perhaps the best attended 
session featured Albany Law 
School professor Patrick Connors 
quizzing New York’s heavy  
hitters in a review of the process 
used to determine which organi-
zation will hold the thoroughbred 
racing franchise in New York 
State. Professor Connors, in a 
style familiar to many of his  
students, addressed numerous 
direct and pointed questions to 
C. Steven Duncker, the Chair-
man of the New York Racing 
Association, Paul Francis, former 
Director of State Operations for 
Governors Spitzer and Paterson, 
and Steven Crist, the chairman, 
publisher, and columnist of the 

National Racing and Gaming Institute 
Focuses on Unstable Racing Future 
By Bennett Liebman, Executive Director, Government Law Center

Daily Racing Form.
In other panels, Alex Waldrop, 

the president and chief execu-
tive officer of the National 
Thoroughbred Racing Associa-
tion, addressed the overall  
condition of the racing industry 
and its response to Congressional 
concerns about drug use and the 
health of race horses. 

Other panels addressed the use 
of steroids and other drugs in 
horse racing, immigration and 
labor law issues in horse racing, 
intellectual property and antitrust 
concerns, the survivability of  
New York’s OTBs and harness 
tracks, and regulatory and legisla-
tive activities in New York state.

The formal program was  
preceded by a pre-institute  
program where a panel of trainers 
and veterinarians discussed the 
issue of liability for positive  
drug tests in horse racing. The 
program was moderated by  
Dr. Jerry Bilinski, DVM, the 
co-chairman of the Government 
Law Center’s Racing and 
Gaming Advisory Committee.

Steven Crist, publisher of the Daily Racing Form, fields pointed questions 
from Professor Patrick Connors.
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As innovation continues to  
rapidly drive changes in our 
society and legal system, the 
Science & Technology Law 
Center continues to offer inno-
vative programming and plans 
to re-launch the Center early 
next year, including a new name 
and expanded programs.

The Center continues under 
the leadership of Professor 
Annette I. Kahler, who joined 
Albany Law School in 2006 
after returning to the Capital 
Region from northern Virginia 
where she specialized in intellec-
tual property and technology law. 

Joining the team this past 
summer were Pamela Ko, Staff 
Attorney, formerly of Pitney 
Bowes Software (previously 
MapInfo), and Holli Rossi, 
Administrative Coordinator, 
who most recently worked at 
Albany Molecular Research. 

Jason Sosa ’10 presenting his summer research on exemptions from freedom 
of information laws applicable to critical infrastructure information. The 
project was conducted in conjunction with the New York State Office of 
Cyber Security and Critical Infrastructure Coordination.

Standing, from right, Andrew Zacher ’10, Angelo Urso ’10, Andrew 
Wilson ’10, Jason Sosa ’10, Jennie Shufelt ‘10. Seated, from right, Sarah 
Thomson ’09, Richard Scheunemann ’09, Lauren VanBuren ’10.

From right, Pamela Ko, Staff Attorney, Annette I. Kahler, Director, 
Holli Rossi, Administrative Coordinator.

Science & Technology Law Center Gears Up for New Expanded Era

Recent projects in the Center 
have focused in the areas of clean 
energy technologies, forensics, 
cyber security, entrepreneurship, 
and women in patent law. 

In a joint effort with New 
York State’s Office of Cyber 
Security and Critical Infra-
structure Coordination (CSCIC) 
and the Multi-State Information 
Sharing and Analysis Center 
(MS-ISAC), second-year law  
student and Center intern Jason 
Sosa examined state and federal 
freedom of information (FOI) 
laws and critical infrastructure 
and information security assets. 
The research, which culminated 
in a draft report entitled  
FOI Exemptions from Disclosure 
with Specific Regard to Critical 
Infrastructure and Information 
Technology System Records, focused 
on specific exemptions for records 
that might compromise the 

nation’s critical infrastructure or 
information technology systems.  

According to the report, under 
the current FOI laws and acts, 
the presumption of disclosure 
exists for all public records. For 
both the federal government and 
the states, however, exceptions 
to the rule exist. Such exceptions 
include personal information, 

proprietary information, and 
law enforcement information.  
The report delves into these 
current exemptions, but also 
focuses on the possibility of  
federal law superseding state  
law with regard to exemptions 
to disclosure.  

For more on the Center, go to 
www.albanylaw.edu/stlc.
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Visiting Assistant Clinical 
Professor Deborah Kearns,  
a 2000 summa cum laude  
graduate of Albany Law School, 
where she served as the Law 
Review’s executive editor for 
business, will direct the Low 
Income Taxpayer Clinic. 

 Professor Kearns started her 
legal career as an associate in the 
Private Clients department of 
White & Case, LLP, New York, 
N.Y., and most recently practiced 
as a senior associate attorney  
at Lavelle & Finn, LLP, in 
Latham, N.Y., where she has 
been since completion of her 
LL.M. in Taxation at New York 
University in 2005. Her areas of 
expertise include tax planning, 
tax controversy and complex tax 
preparation matters.  

Prior to joining the faculty, 
Kearns taught financial planning 
for the elderly as an adjunct  
professor at Albany Law School 
and corporate, partnership and 
trusts and estates taxation at The 
Sage Colleges. She has lectured 

extensively on estate, income and 
gift taxation. Kearns is the chair 
of the Taxation Committee of the 
Trusts and Estates Section of the 
New York State Bar Association 
and is involved with a variety of 
not-for-profit organizations. 

Her husband Kenneth 
Carlson ’04 is an administrative 
Law Judge with New York 
State’s Public Employment 
Relations Board.  

Professor Kearns teaches 
Introduction to Taxation, Estate 
Planning II and Financial 
Planning for the Elderly.

Justice Center Gains New Leader 
for Low Income Taxpayer Clinic

Women’s Bar Awards  
Adams-Keane Distinguished  
Non-Attorney Award

Helen Adams-Keane (left), Albany 
Law School’s vice president for 
Institutional Advancement, was 
awarded the Distinguished Non-

Attorney Member Award this year by the Capital District Women’s 
Bar Association. The award was presented by the Hon. Leslie E. Stein 
’81, Supreme Court Appellate Division, Third Department, a past 
president of the Association.

Tim Russert’s Commencement 
Speech Remembered
Tim Russert, the host of “Meet 
the Press” who died this year, 
delivered Albany Law School’s 
commencement speech for the 
Class of 1993. A family friend  
of some faculty, Russert had  
visited the school other times 
beyond Commencement, asking, 
“What other law school is built 
around a basketball court?”

Russert urged the graduates 
to pursue justice that affects  
the country’s “gnawing social 
problems…. You cannot, you 
must not ignore these problems,”  
said NBC’s Washington, D.C., 
bureau chief. “The very  
foundation of our system of 
jurisprudence, the fabric of our 
society, is at stake…. Give  
people a hand, give them hope, 
give them strength.”  

He pointed to Poland’s  
Lech Walesa and South Africa’s 
Nelson Mandela as model leaders 
devoted to making a difference 
for humanity. 

“He was a family friend,”  
said Professor Vincent Bonventre. 
“I remember inviting him to 
come up to the school. He didn’t 
hesitate, said he’d be happy to 
come up…. He was a master of 
the American political scene.  
It’s not surprising that Senator 
Moynihan and then Governor 
Cuomo relied on him so much 
before he went into the news 
business. I witnessed this one 
night when he and his soon-to-
be-wife Maureen were over for 
dinner. He was on and off the 
phone with Cuomo, helping 
him prepare his now-famous 
keynote address to the 1984 
Democratic Convention.”

Russert, a lawyer, received  
an honorary degree that day 

conferred by Roger Hull, the 
Union College president and 
Union University chancellor.

More than the moderator  
of “Meet the Press,” television’s 
popular political talk show, 
Russert was also the chief of 
NBC’s Washington, D.C., 
bureau, responsible for the  
hiring of staff members and 
directing its operations. He also 
appeared often on the network’s 
full range of programs, includ-
ing the “Today” show, NBC’s 
“Nightly News,” and on its 
cable news channel MSNBC. 

“He was a master 
of the American 
political scene. It’s 
not surprising that 
Senator Moynihan 
and then Governor 
Cuomo relied  
on him so much  
before he went into 
the news.”

	 Professor Bonventre
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Eighteen N.Y. Legal Education 
Opportunity (LEO) Fellows 
from New York City visited 
Albany Law School in July, 
spending time with faculty 
members, alumni, staff and  
students. Created by Chief 
Judge Judith S. Kaye for people 
historically under-represented  
in the legal profession, the six-
week program helps qualified 

Albany County District Attorney David Soares eats lunch with high school 
students from the region before speaking to them about the legal profession.

New York City LEO fellows at Albany Law. Pershia Wilkins, Albany 
Law’s Diversity Director, front row, left, wearing white.

Pipeline Strategy Exposes New Populations to Law School Possibilities

candidates who plan to attend 
law school in New York acquire 
the practical skills to succeed in 
law school.

Albany Law School also  
hosted its second annual Youth 
Law Day this year, welcoming 
approximately 100 high school 
students from throughout the 
Capital Region to attend mock 
undergraduate and law school 

classes, a seminar on the law 
school admissions process, and 
explore career possibilities in  
the field of law. The event was 
co-sponsored by the New York 
State Bar Association and hosted 
by Kenneth Standard, a partner 
at Epstein Becker & Green in 
New York City. Albany County 
District Attorney P. David 
Soares ’99 spoke to the group 

during lunch. 
Both events align with the 

School’s Diversity Office efforts 
to expand the pipeline of young 
people considering law school. 
Albany Law’s most recent 
incoming class is the most 
diverse in the history of the 
institution, with 25 percent of 
the new students representing 
minority groups.

Advancement Officer Leaves Firm Life, and the West 

Laura Liebman-Alperson is the School’s new Advancement Officer. Most recently an associate with Tonkon 
Torp, LLP in Portland, Ore., where she practiced labor and employment law and litigation on behalf of  
clients such as Nike, Costco and Wells Fargo, she also externed full time for the Honorable Robert E. Jones of 
the U.S. District Court of Oregon. A Niskayuna resident and a native of New York state, she earned a law 
degree from Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College, as well as Master of Arts and Bachelor of 
Arts degrees from Brandeis University.
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Friend. Advocate. Albany Law 
family member. New York State’s 
Chief Judge Judith Kaye has 
long been an intimate part of 
the School’s community. After 
15 years at the State’s judicial 
helm, Judge Kaye will retire  
this year.

While publicly she is known 
as a fierce advocate for the  
judiciary’s members—and the 
institution’s integrity—she is 
also a scholar. Judge Kaye 
seemed to relish her time spent 
at Albany Law, enjoying the 
political refuge while immersing 
herself in charged academic 
activity. 

“In some ways it felt like Judge 
Kaye adopted us as her surrogate 
alma mater,” said Professor 
Vincent Bonventre, a friend of 
the Judge and author of the blog 
newyorkcourtwatcher.com

In the last year alone, Judge 
Kaye spent two full days at the 
School. This included a talk on 
former Chief Judge Lawrence 
Cooke as part of a larger event 
called “Judges on Judges” (see 
next page), and at a symposium 
about state constitutional law and 
high courts in the 21st century. 

A serious student of legal 
education and women’s issues, 
she was the first woman chief 
judge for New York, and the 
first woman to deliver the 
Commencement address for 
Albany Law School in 1985.  
She delivered the Keynote 
Commencement address again 
in 2007, urging students to 
practice with their hearts, as well 

Judge Kaye, right, reacting to  
Prof. Bonventre’s kind words as  
he introduced her to speak at an 
event in March. Above, Judge Kaye 
speaking at ’07 Commencement.

A Loyal Friend of Albany Law Steps Down as New York’s Chief Judge

as their heads. She wrote often 
on the legal process, state consti-
tutional law, women in the law, 
and professional ethics. 

“We will continue to extend 
an open invitation for Judge 
Kaye to visit, speak, teach and 
write,” said Thomas F. Guernsey, 
President and Dean of Albany 
Law. The value of her knowl-
edge and the excitement of  
her presence on campus won’t 
change a bit when she steps 
down this year.”

A native of Monticello, N.Y., 
Judge Kaye was appointed by 
Governor Mario Cuomo in 
1993. She will retire this year, 
the first year of her third seven-
year term, due to the mandatory 
retirement age for judges at 70. 
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rights of the accused,” she said.
Personal note: “He was fond of celebrating half and even 

quarter birthdays,” Judge Ciparick said. “We racked up  
many more than seven cakes a year at Jack’s [Restaurant] 
on State Street [in Albany]. Anytime Judge Titone was feeling 
mischievous, which was often, or just plain wanted dessert, 
he declared it was someone’s birthday. Jack’s would go 
along with it. They brought out the cake, the candles and 
sang happy birthday. I’m sure after a while they caught onto 
Judge Titone’s playfulness, but they never complained.”

Recommended Reading: Tropea v. Tropea, 87 NY2d 727 
(1996); People v. Keta, 79 NY2d 474 (1992); Braschi v. Stahl 
Associates Company, 74, NY2d 201 (1989).

This year’s Annual Chief Judge Lawrence H. Cooke Symposium at 
Albany Law School featured the seven members of the Court of Appeals 
describing their favorite member of the Court and why. There were 
only two ground rules: No living judges could be selected and no one 
could pick former Chief Judge Benjamin N. Cardozo, “about whom 
mountains have been written,” as Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye put it. 
That left 93 of the 106 judges in the Court’s history. The March 14 
symposium grew out of a new book, “Judges of the New York Court 
of Appeals: A Biographical History,” that was edited by former Court 
of Appeals Judge Albert M. Rosenblatt.  — Joel Stashenko

Chief Judge Kaye said her choice was an 
“immensely and intensely” personal one, but 
also a “no-brainer.” Both judges were born 
and raised in Monticello, Sullivan County.

The chief judge said that the hardest 
adjustment she made when joining the Court 
in 1983 as a first-time-ever judge was sim-
ply “calling him ‘Larry.’”

“For months after I arrived on the Court of Appeals, I didn’t 
address him by name at all,” the chief judge said. “I simply cleared 
my throat when I needed to get his attention.”

Judge Lawrence H. Cooke had a “keen” interest in state con-
stitutional law and was a staunch believer in the Court’s tradition 

Judge Francis Bergan made an “enduring 
and remarkable contribution” to the Court, 
Judge Graffeo said. It included deep respect 
and knowledge of the Court and led him to 
write the first history on Court’s judges.

The solution Judge Bergan crafted in 
1970 in Boomer v. Atlantic Cement Co. to 
resolve a dispute between a polluting cement 

plant and nearby residents employed a trailblazing approach to the 
emerging field of environmental regulation and litigation.

“The decision was heralded as a prime example of the flexibil-
ity of the common law to adjust to the ever-changing needs of a 

While deeply impressed with his judicial 
acumen and great common sense, Judge 
Ciparick said, the man some at the Court 
referred to as “Uncle Vito” was simply “plain 
fun” to be around. 

Judge Vito J. Titone’s concerns included 
the protection of the personal liberties of 
citizens and wariness of over-intrusive police 

searches, Judge Ciparick said. That, in turn, resulted in Judge 
Titone’s reputation as the Court’s most liberal member.

“Maybe that is so, if ‘liberal’ means that he always stood up 
for what’s right and just, [and being] a constant defender of indi-
vidual rights, a defender of the poor and the powerless, an 
unflinching commitment to the preservation of the constitutional 

of trying to carve out protections for New Yorkers under the 
state Constitution beyond those recognized by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Chief Judge Kaye said.

Personal note: Judge Cooke earned his revered position 
in his community, Chief Judge Kaye said, by “living in the 
same house for more than 60 years” and by being a “com-
mitted volunteer firefighter, a great leader, a patron of the 
Miss Monticello Diner at dawn, a modest man who always, 
always, always took the high road.”

Recommended reading: Sharrock v. Dell Buick-Cadillac, 
45 NY2d 152 (1978); People v. Skinner, 52 NY2d 84 (1980); 
People v. Rogers, 48 NY2d 167 (1979); People v. Settles, 46 
NY2d 154 (1978); Pulka v. Edelman, 40 NY2d 781 (1976).

modern society,” Judge Graffeo said.
Personal note: Judge Bergan helped put himself through 

Albany Law School by reporting for local newspapers. One of 
his early interview subjects was Daniel O’Connell, ruler of the 
Albany County Democratic Party machine. Judge Graffeo 
said the two hit it off thanks to a mutual interest in Civil War 
history and Dickens novels, leading to Mr. O’Connell’s 
endorsement of Judge Bergan for Albany judgeships at the 
start of his judicial career.

Recommended Reading: Boomer v. Atlantic Cement Co., 
26 NY2d 219 (1970); Dole v. Dow Chemical, 30 NY2d 143 
(1972).

Chief Judge Judith Kaye

Judge Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick

Judge Victoria A. Graffeo

The Judges’ 
Favorite

Judges

Lawrence H. Cooke (1914-2000);
associate judge, 1974-1979;
chief judge, 1979-1984

Vito J. Titone (1929-2005);
associate judge, 1985-1998

Francis Bergan (1902-1998);
associate judge, 1964-1972

This event was organized by former Court of Appeals Judge Albert M. Rosenblatt, Professor Vincent Bonventre and Albany Law Review Executive 
Editor Kelcie McLaughlin ’08. The presentations of the judges has been published in the annual State Constitutional Commentary issue of the 
Albany Law Review. To obtain a copy, visit www.albanylawreview.org
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Judge John T. Loughran was a scholar 
whose training as a journalist with a Kingston 
newspaper later helped him develop a repu-
tation on the Court as an exemplary writer.

“Judge Loughran was renowned as a 
consummate legal craftsman and wordsmith,” 
Judge Read said. His style used “marked 

economy and condensation, telling the reader what the case stood 
for without wasting his time and getting lost in the telling.”

His writings were considered so good, in fact, that future 

Reprinted with permission from the March 19, 2008 edition of the New York Law Journal. © 2008 ALM Properties, Inc. All rights reserved.
Further duplication without permission is prohibited. For information, contact 212.545.6111 or cms@alm.com. #070-06-08-0043

Judge Cuthbert Pound was a deep legal 
thinker who was a philosophical ally on the 
liberal wing of the Court with Benjamin N. 
Cardozo, said Judge Smith.

Judge Pound was a defender of freedom 
of speech in an era when it was not fashion-
able, he said. In one case, defending the right 

of Socialists to gather, Judge Pound wrote, “Although left-wing 
Socialism is a menace to organized government, the rights of the 
best of men are secure only if the rights of the vilest and most 
abhorrent are protected.”

Judge Matthew J. Jasen succeeded through 
hard work and had a belief that the law must 
protect the core values of society, said 
Judge Pigott.

“His concern was always the same,” he 
said. “If you talked to him about his military 
time, if you talked to him about the time he 

was practicing law or his time on the bench, it was always with 
respect to how the rule of law was going to protect people, protect 
their rights and do the right thing.”

Judge Jasen split with the Court in a series of child pornogra-
phy and pornography cases in the 1980s. 

Judge Jones said that as a recent graduate 
of St. John’s University School of Law, 
Judge Harold A. Stevens, the Court’s first 
black judge, was an inspiration to himself 
and other black attorneys.

Though the legal establishment univer-
sally supported Judge Stevens for election to 

a full term on the Court in 1974, he finished third that November 
in a five-way race for two seats.

“If ‘disappointment’ is a word, I don’t think I can begin to tell 
you how let down we were,” Judge Jones said.

Judge Stevens was redesignated as presiding justice of the 
Appellate Division, First Department, where he served until his 

Judge Francis Bergan wrote a book titled, “Opinions and 
Briefs, Lessons From Loughran.”

Personal note: Judge Loughran graduated summa cum 
laude from Fordham University School of Law in 1903, and 
was immediately offered a place on the faculty at age 23. He 
would be a faculty member for the next 18 years.

Recommended reading: Landsman v. Landsman, 302 
NY 45 (1950); Matter of Metropolitan Life Insurance v. New 
York State Labor Relations Board, 280 NY 194 (1939); Hoyt 
v. County of Broome, 285 NY 402 (1941).

Personal note: Judge Pound’s stature was such that he 
was considered for appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Chief Judge William Howard Taft wrote President Warren 
Harding recommending that he not consider Judge Pound. 
“Please, don’t appoint Pound,” Judge Taft wrote, according 
to Judge Smith. “The man is a dissenter! We can’t have that 
on the United States Supreme Court. We have enough trou-
ble as it is with Holmes and Brandeis. He’s as bad as that 
fellow Learned Hand on the Second Circuit.”

Recommended reading: People v. Gitlow, 234 NY 132 
(1922); Doyle v. Atwell, 232 NY 96 (1921).

Personal note: Judge Pigott said Judge Jasen had only 
two pictures on the wall of his office. One was of the Bishop 
of Crachow in Poland, Carol Wojtyla, who would become 
Pope John Paul II. The other was a picture of Judge Jasen 
that appeared in Life magazine during World War II showing 
grateful French soldiers tossing then-Lieutenant Jasen into 
the air after his Army unit had liberated a prisoner of war 
camp. “Matt said, ‘That was probably the closest to being 
injured in the war that I ever was,’” Judge Pigott recalled.

Recommended reading: People v. Ferber, 52 NY2d 674 
(1981) (dissenting); People v. PJ Video, 65 NY2d 566 (1985) 
(dissenting).

retirement in 1977. Judge Stevens’ defeat in 1974 was a 
leading factor in the state’s adoption of an appointive system 
for seats on the Court of Appeals.

Personal note: Judge Jones marveled at Judge Stevens’ 
rise from poverty, segregation and racial violence on his 
native John’s Island, S.C., to becoming a Court of Appeals 
judge. “You can’t really fully appreciate the hardships that he 
must have had to endure,” Judge Jones said. “I am per-
suaded once again that his accomplishments must be 
viewed through the prism of the culture and the times in 
which he grew up.”

Recommended reading: Matter of Pell v. Board of 
Education, 34 NY2d 222 (1974).

Judge Susan Phillips Read

Judge Robert S. Smith

Judge Eugene F. Pigott Jr.

Judge Theodore T. Jones Jr.

John T. Loughran (1889-1953);
associate judge, 1934-1945;
chief judge, 1945-1953

Cuthbert Pound (1864-1935);
associate judge 1915-1932;
chief judge, 1932-1934

Matthew J. Jasen (1915-2006);
associate judge, 1968-1985

Harold A. Stevens (1907-1990);
associate judge, 1974
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Two-hundred-and-twenty  
students from the Class of ’08 
graduated at Albany Law School’s 
157th commencement held at 
the Saratoga Performing Arts 
Center on May 16. 

The keynote speaker, Jeanine 
Ferris Pirro ’75, the former 
Westchester district attorney 

Albany Law’s 157th Class Graduates

who hosts a new network televi-
sion show and wrote To Punish 
and Protect—Against a System 
that Coddles Criminals (Simon 
& Schuster, 2004), talked about 
her approach to prosecution as a 
D.A., and called on the students 
to answer the high calling of  
justice throughout their careers.

President and Dean Thomas 
F. Guernsey announced the 
retirement of four professors: 
•	 Professor Joseph Baum, who 

started in 1981, teaching at 
Albany Law School for 27 years.

•	 Professor Robert Bowmar, who 
started 41 years ago, in 1967.

•	 Professor Harold Dubroff, 
who started in 1972, and  
has been at Albany Law for   
36 years.

•	 Professor David Siegel, who 
also started in 1972. 
Dean Guernsey also recognized 

Professor Frank Anderson, who 
graduated 60 years ago with the 
class of ’48. “He retired as a 
professor 18 years ago, yet he 
hasn’t stopped teaching until this 
year,” he told the SPAC audience.  

Professor Dale L. Moore was 
awarded the 2008 Distinguished 
Educator for Excellence in 
Teaching award for her high 
standards in the classroom, and 
her enthusiasm, energy and 
care she gives her students. She 
has been teaching at Albany 
Law since 1983. 

Professor Patricia E. Salkin 
’88 received the Faculty Award 
for Excellence in Scholarship 
for her academic achievements, 
which includes numerous  
articles, chapters in books, and 
a daily land-use blog that 
receives 2,000 visitors a week. 
This year Salkin, the director 
of the Government Law Center, 
was named the Raymond and 
Ella Smith Distinguished 
Professor of Law. 

The Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Service went to 
Professor Laurie Shanks. With 
extensive trial experience, she 
teaches and trains seminars 
and trial advocacy workshops 
throughout the nation. The 
award also recognizes her  
significant contributions to the 
state and local bar in a variety 
of capacities. 

Professor Dale L. Moore

Associate Dean Patricia E. 
Salkin

Professor Laurie Shanks

Jeanine Pirro ’75

E. Stewart Jones ’66

2008 Faculty Awards
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Suppose you are beginning your 
closing argument and the judge 
drops her eyes to her laptop 
screen and then grins. You pause 
momentarily and when you 
continue, the judge glances up 
then begins to type frantically, 
still grinning. You pause again 
to ask the judge a question and 
the judge looks up over the 
screen and asks, “Could you 
please repeat the question?” 

Are students in a classroom 
better able to focus on multiple 
tasks such as typing, reading 
email and listening to how a  
discussion is shaping up than the 
fictitious judge in the example 
above? Perhaps. Nonetheless, 
last fall I banned laptops in my 
first-year contracts class to stop 
verbatim stenography and to 
reduce distractions. I am not 
opposed to laptops in the class-
room; on the contrary I think 
that they will be well integrated 
into teaching environments soon. 
But for now, the pedagogical 
style currently existing in the 
classroom does not seem to be 
ideally suited for their principle 
use: note-taking. Class discus-
sions involve thinking through 
problems from multiple angles. 
The effort to keep up with  
typing verbatim transcripts of 
the discussion coupled with the 
cacophony of clacking keys 
often means that many students 
are not thinking. A distinct lag 
among the “clackers” compared 
to the pace of the discussion 

becomes evident after the  
fourth student looks up from  
his or her laptop and asks, 
“Could you repeat the question?” 

But, let’s face it: with or 
without a laptop, many  
students are not always paying 
attention to the discussion or 
materials presented. Minds  
naturally wander and classes are 
not consistently riveting. Within 
this context, it seems that the 
laptop creates the false sensation 
of a private zone leading to 
interruptions from the trium-
phant electronic blare of a game, 
and students who continue to 
furiously type while “watching” 
movie clips. In addition, laptops 
distract students away from  
class to Internet news, e-mail, 
social networking pages, games 
and online chats. To be sure, 
succumbing to these distractions 
is similar to drifting away from 
the classroom in day dreams, 
doodling or Sudoku. 

Do the advantages add up?

Certainly, laptops have some 
advantages. Many students can 
type faster than they can write. 
Many students can read what 
they have typed better than their 
own handwritten notes. Reading-
notes and outlines are readily 
available on the laptop for easy 
reference and instant editing. 
The laptop can be a mechanism, 
albeit still somewhat cumber-
some method, for varying the 
modes of participation in the class. 

Students can post short answers 
via e-mail to the professor or to  
a discussion board or to each 
other via IM. Internet access 
enables students to fill factual 
gaps using a quick online search. 
But the question is: do these 
advantages outweigh the two big 
problems posed by laptop use? 

My answer to this question 
remains ambivalent because I 
believe that students learn in 
diverse ways that include good 
note-taking. I am a bit skeptical 
about the relative advantages  
of laptops because apart from  
illegible handwriting or physical  
disability, old-fashioned technol-
ogy still exists to produce useful 
notes. A laptop ban does not 
leave students with an unfamiliar 
means of note-taking. 

The challenge for teachers is 
to alter the classroom by modi-
fying our pedagogical tools so 
that the laptop in the classroom 
is not simply a sophisticated 
writing/recording device. The 
teacher cannot make such changes 
alone. Developing and imple-
menting teaching materials takes 
time, coordination with existing 
casebooks and harmonization 

with infrastructure constraints. 
The law school has to maintain 
a continuous investment in  
rapidly evolving technology and 
support. All of this investment 
has the potential to marginally 
improve efficiency and learning, 
but we still have to consider 
whether the improvement out-
weighs the loss that comes with 
the intervention of electronic 
devices between class partici-
pants. We are not yet using the 
devices in a way that improves 
the class as a whole. 

Let’s not forget that we are 
still engaging in human commu-
nication. Would any of you  
conduct an interview with a client 
while clacking away at your  
laptop in order to take verbatim 
notes? Perhaps the judge in the 
hypothetical above heard all of 
the argument, but it would have 
been nice to have had some 
feedback. Likewise, when we are 
having conversations or in a 
classroom together, it is nice to 
acknowledge or respond to  
comments with eye contact and 
other feedback cues. From my 
perspective, the laptop ban 
improved attentiveness and class 
participation was better than in 
the second semester. Since I 
cannot attribute these benefits 
solely to the ban, after the one-
semester experiment, I am work-
ing toward a compromise for 
the upcoming school year that 
will begin to integrate laptops 
into the classroom experience.

Teaching over Laptops:  
One Professor’s Thoughts
Professor Nancy Ota

Because the use of laptops in the classroom has stirred debate nationally 
in higher education, AlbanyLaw Magazine asked Professor Nancy Ota 
to share her thoughts on the topic.

P
ho

to
: 

D
ar

le
ne

 C
ar

d
ill

o



18

Born: Island of Jamaica

Raised: Moved between Jamaica, 
Queens, and Kingston, Jamaica

Siblings: Three sisters

Undergraduate: Bernard 
Baruch College, New York, N.Y.

Major: Accounting

Meet Phillip McKie, BLSA’s President
Q: How has your experience been 
at Albany Law School?

Phillip: It has been largely  
positive. I’m genuinely a very 
outgoing person, so I like being 
able to voice my perspective.  
I have ideas and in efforts to 
communicate those ideas it is 
not unusual for me to meet with 
the Dean and the Vice President 
of Student Affairs. Some of 
BLSA’s pet projects this year are 
brown bag lunches where all 
races in the student body discuss 
prevalent cultural issues with 
selected members of the faculty. 
If I was unhappy here I would 
not be able to have my hand in 
so many projects, keep up with 
classwork and still smile.  

Q: Who are your friends?

Phillip: Friendship is a very  
serious term and I don’t think of 
it lightly. My friends, especially 
at Albany Law School, are  
usually those who are more  
driven—more passionate— 
sincere and have some qualities 
that I would like to adopt.

Q: What is your passion?

Phillip: [laughter, long pause] 
Can I think about that and get 
to it later?

Q: No.

Phillip: [pause] I would describe 
my passion as raw, and as I grow 
it will constantly remold in some- 
thing more illustratable. Have 
you ever felt extremely driven 
but not in control of the wheel? 
A part of my passion is knowl-
edge. Not in the sense of learning 
from a book. I’m talking about 
that curiosity that can only be 
satisfied through experience.  
My judicial internship gives me 
further insight about the growing 

plight of my community. I tutor 
middle school children, and I 
feel like I learn more from them 
than they do me. I TA for  
contracts, but that’s because I 
just love contracts. Finally, being 
President of BLSA puts me in  
a position where I am both 
teacher and student. 

Q: How do you like living in 
Albany?

Phillip: Albany is definitely  
better than expected. I have 
access to all facets of the legal 
field, and I plan on experiencing 
most of them while I’m here.  
It also doesn’t hurt that the rent 
is cheap. If they could get a 
Trader Joe’s up here then that 
would be perfect. 

Q: As president of the Black Law 
Students Association (BLSA), tell 
us what we can expect?

Phillip: Expect a lot! Our  
welcome BBQ was a big success. 
We will be hosting a debate 
with the candidates for the 
District Attorney’s Office. We 
will also host four brown-bag 
lunches where small groups of 
students will discuss some 
thought-provoking topics with 
some members of the faculty.  
We will be doing a series of 
small events to connect person-
ally with our membership.  
Also, a mock final for 1Ls. Café 
Night will certainly be some-
thing special. More importantly, 
on the top of the new E-Board’s 
agenda is reconnecting with  
our BLSA alums. We will be 
hosting an alumni banquet in 
April 2009. If you are a BLSA 
alum please contact myself at 
PMcKie@albanylaw.edu or 
Destini Bowman at 
DBowman@albanylaw.edu.
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2O11the Class of

	 Identified  
themselves as a member of a 
minority group, making the class 
the most ethnically diverse in the 
158-year history of the School

47% women

53% men

25%

applicants

J.D. candidates

LL.M. candidates

Transfers

Where they come from

31
Countries, including 
China, Nepal, Botswana, 
Kuwait, France, Canada, 
Japan, Romania, India, 
South Africa, Russia, Spain, 
Brazil, and Zimbabwe. 

15

Colleges and  
universities 125

10 Josephs        9 Michaels        6 Jennifers        6 Matthews        5Amandas

What they’ve done

38		 Waiters and waitresses

	 6	 Bartenders

	 4	 Soccer players

	 3	 Postal carriers

	 2	 Car dealers

	 7	

		  News people  
		  including reporters,  
		  news producers,  
		  editors and an  
		  on-air anchor

	 1	 Coal mine owner

	 1
		  Worked with water  
		  including: fisherman, trout  
		  stocker, rowing coach,  
		  kayak instructor, and  
		  white water rafting guide

	 1	

		  Marine Petroleum  
		  Transfer Engineer

	17

		  Award-winning  
		  Chinese calligrapher
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Why Albany Law School? 
I wanted to try something new.  
I have lived in places all over the 
world and felt that is was time  
to experience life in New York.  
I couldn’t go to New York City 
because I knew it would be too 
much of a distraction. So, I 
decided to come to Albany 
where I could get a good edu-
cation, pass the New York bar, 
and then move down to New 
York City. Best of two worlds.  

I like: Sense of community  
and all the co-curricular and 
extra-curricular activities. 

I dislike: That the 1Ls only have 
to take 13 credits their first 
semester; and that in the locker 
room, one row is really close 
together but the others are far 
apart. 

Law interest: Corporate,  
specifically Mergers and 
Acquisitions 

Student activities: Government 
Law Review, Moot Court Board, 
Women’s Law Caucus and 
Women’s Rugby.

Hours of study: About 5-6 hours  
a day, and 14 hours every day 
during finals.

Goal for first job: To work for an 
international firm in New York City.  

Ultimate goal: To make partner  
at an international firm based in 
the United States, but that does 
business with China. Hopefully, 
first-class flights to and from Asia.  

How do you unwind? Dinner with 
friends and a bottle of wine,  
work-out, cook, travel.

Favorite hang-out spot: The East 
Foyer of Albany Law School 
(there’s always free food).

Where do you plan to live after law 
school? New York City or Beijing. 

Why Albany Law School?  
I visited Albany twice before 
finalizing my decision to come 
here, and was impressed by the 
student body and the professors 
that I met. The School’s location 
and status in the Capital District 
provides us with excellent 
opportunities. 

I like: If not for the generous 
scholarship I received from this 
school, I would not have been 
able to afford a legal education 
in this country. Second, the 
Diversity Office at Albany Law 
provides immense support and 
encouragement to students. 

I dislike: That we do not get  
a mid-term break any more. I  
also wish that we had more  
on-campus recruitment for state 
agencies and lobbying groups. 
Lastly, I am sure I speak for 
every law student when I say the 
books are very expensive.

Law interest: International law, 
civil rights, human rights law

Student activities: Vice President 
of the Muslim Law Students 
Association; Treasurer for the 
Amnesty International chapter  
at Albany Law. Participates in 
activities of the ACLU. 

Hours of study: There is no set 
formula for how many hours of 
work to put in. Needless to say, 
there just aren’t enough hours  
in the day.

Goal for first job: To do some-
thing I love and can be proud  
of. And to make money in the 
process.

Ultimate goal: To contribute  
positively to the legal profession 
and to make my family, friends, 
and peers proud of all that I 
have done. 

What do you do in your free 
time? Read books, watch  
television, go out to eat, explore 
upstate New York. 

Favorite hang-out spot: 
The Ginger Man.

Where do you plan to live after 
law school? Either in New York 
state or Washington, D.C.

A
li 

C
ha

nd
ry Age: 	 26

Hometown: 	Lahore, Pakistan.  
	 Came to the United  
	 States eight years  
	 ago.
Family: 	 Three siblings all in  
	 Lahore.  
Undergrad: 	Ohio Wesleyan  
	 University
Majors: 	 Political science,  
	 Psychology
Minor: 	 History

Jo
i K

us
h Age: 	 23

Hometown: 	Colorado Springs,  
	 Colo.

Family: 	 Mother teaches 
social studies,  
father a director of 
systems support, 
20-year-old brother 
in school and a 
26-year-old brother 
in the Army. 

Undergrad:	 Denver University  

Majors: 	 Philosophy and  
	 international studies.

a glimpse of four students in the class of 
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Age: 	 40

Hometown:	 Cortland, N.Y.

Family: 	 Wife, three boys  
	 ages 6, 12, 13.

Undergrad: 	SUNY Cortland

Major: 	 Public administra- 
	 tion, public policy

Former New York State Trooper

21

Why Albany Law School?  
I decided to come to Albany 
Law because of its high Bar 
passage rate, small class size, 
and location.

I like: I like the friendly atmo-
sphere. The students really work 
together and help one another 
overcome the pressures associ-
ated with law school. I also 
value the knowledgeable and 
approachable faculty.

I dislike: The parking situation. 

Law interest: Procedural Law.

Student activities: Student 
Ambassador and a Teaching 
Assistant. 

Hours a day of study: 10

Goal for first job: I would like  
to get a job with the federal  
government.

Ultimate goal: To teach law 
classes.

How do you unwind? I enjoy 
reading “non-law” books, 
watching movies, catching up 
with my friends and walking  
with my dog. 

Where do you plan to live after 
law school? I plan to stay in 
Albany.

Why Albany Law School? I was in 
Albany often when I was a state 
trooper teaching at the academy 
and really enjoyed it. It made sense.  

I like: I like the sense of commu-
nity. You can go anywhere on 
campus, and someone—an 
administrator, a fellow student, a 
professor—will try to help you.

I dislike: It’s a long drive from my 
home. I have an apartment here 
and go home on weekends.

Student activities? The  
Italian American Law Student 
Association (IALSA) and Youth 
Court: Children under the age of 
16 get trained to be youth court 
prosecutors and defense attor-
neys, and then hear cases 
referred to them by Family Court. 
A juvenile offender can have his or 
her case heard before Youth 
Court and that court can impose 
sanctions including community 
service, letters of apology and 
restitution. 

Hours of study per day? I hit  
the gym, then class, then my 
internships, then to the library 
for the remainder of the night, 
which can last several hours.

Goal for first job? Something in 
public policy, or criminal law.  
Many of the areas where I 
patrolled were desolate so I 
would often have to prosecute 
crimes where I made arrests as 
a trooper. 

Ultimate career goal: Prosecutor

How do you unwind? When I’m 
not busy with the kids, I  
go to the gym, run and play a 
lot of softball. 

Favorite hang-out spot? The 
Recovery Room

Where do you plan to live after 
law school? Brockport, N.Y. 
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o Age: 	 23 

Hometown:	 East Greenbush,  
	 N.Y.

Family: 	 A sister graduating  
from SUNY 
Plattsburgh this fall  
with a degree in 
Early Education;  
and more than  
20 cousins in the 
Capital Region. 

Undergrad:	 The College of  
	 Saint Rose  

Major: 	 History
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Libraries appeal to me. More specifically, librarians 
have always amazed me with their ability to research 
questions that I had no idea how to answer. Due to 
this, I decided to get my master’s degree in library 
science to obtain the researching skills librarians 
have. After completing my master’s degree, I realized 
that my honed researching skills would work well 
in a legal setting. Thus, I applied to Albany Law 
School to learn about the law and to carry on the 
tradition of spending many hours in the library 
studying and preparing for classes. When I wasn’t 
using the library to study, I worked there as a  
student assistant.  

As an alumna, I quickly realized that the library 
and staff were an invaluable source of legal informa-
tion. However, it wasn’t until I accepted the position 
of Electronic Services Librarian in the Schaffer Law 
Library that I knew how important the library was to 
alumni throughout the legal community. On any 
given day, the library staff provides research assistance 
to alumni in person, via email and over the phone. 

Although many alumni use the library, it is 
doubtful that many know much about Harry 
Schaffer, after whom the Albany Law School 
Library is named. I have glanced at his portrait and 
plaque prominently displayed behind the circulation 
desk but I never took the time to actually read the 
plaque or figure out who Harry Schaffer was.  
Eventually, my curiosity got the best of me—I put 
my research skills to work.  

Harry Schaffer, along with his parents, brother 
and sister, emigrated from Poland to the United 
States in 1892 when he was 18 months old. After 
arriving at Ellis Island, the family decided to settle 
in Schenectady where Harry’s parents opened a  
grocery store. Obviously the grocery store business 
was in the Schaffer blood because Henry Schaffer, 
Harry’s older brother, founded the successful grocery 
store chains Schaffer Stores and Empire Markets.  
Harry Schaffer did not initially opt for the grocery 
store route. Instead, he spent time in the Navy  
during World War I and thereafter received degrees 
from Columbia University and Albany Law School 
(class of 1921). After graduating from Albany Law 
School, he practiced law from 1922 until 1944 when 

Author Colleen Ostiguy

he was named executive vice president of Schaffer 
Stores. The Schaffer stores were eventually sold to 
Grand Union in 1958, and Mr. Schaffer became a 
financial and real estate executive.

As the 1980s approached, the Albany Law School 
library desperately needed a new building. Lack of 
shelf space and storage created crowded conditions 
in the library. In 1981, the Harry M. Schaffer 
Foundation made the first major gift to the construc- 
tion of a new library: $300,000. On Oct. 14, 1981, 
a dedication ceremony honoring Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Schaffer was held. At that time, the library 
was officially named the Schaffer Law Library and a 
plaque was mounted bearing the inscription 
“Schaffer Law Library, In Recognition of the 
Generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Schaffer, 1981.”

 Ground was officially broken for the construc-
tion of the new law library in 1985 and it was  
completed in 1986, built by the businessman and 
philanthropist Lewis A. Swyer. Unfortunately, 
Harry Schaffer never saw the completion of the law 
library. He passed away in 1982 at the age of 85.  
In 1986, the H. Schaffer Foundation made an 
additional gift of $500,000 to the law school.

The Schaffer Stores 
were eventually  
sold to Grand Union 
in 1958, and Mr. 
Schaffer became  
a financial and  
real estate executive.

Harry M. Schaffer ’21 in 1982.

The Schaffer Law Library: So Who Is Harry Schaffer? 
By Colleen Ostiguy ’03,  
Electronic Services Librarian

BACKTHEN
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Jane ’78 and Adrian Mecz ’78 
have been in London for  
26 years, “but who’s counting,” 
said Jane. Married while in law 
school, Adrian was asked to 
transfer to London in 1982 as 
an associate to Bigham Englar 
Jones & Houston, a New York 
firm specializing in insurance. 
As in-house counsel to Chemical 
Bank, she transferred to the 
London office. She’s still with 
the firm (now JPMorgan Chase 

At any one time you can find Albany Law School alumni 
clustered in commercial hotspots around the globe. At the 
moment, several dozen graduates work in places like Hong 
Kong, New Zealand, Canada, Australia, France, Beijing 
and South Korea. 

Some are there for short assignments, others for several 
years, and a few have made it their home.  

Building Careers, Lives and Families

Bank, N.A.) through its four 
mergers, most recently acquiring 
Bear Stearns. As he built his 
reinsurance career—he is a 
patrner with Chadbourne & 
Parke, a solicitor and an  
accredited mediator—they 
ended up staying to raise their 
family. With a second home  
in Steamboat Springs, Colo.,  
they have dual citizenship and 
consider both countries home. 

Li Tang ’03 and her husband 

Peng Jiang ’03 moved to Hong 
Kong three years ago. They are 
not sure how long they will stay, 
though, ultimately, they intend to 
“end up in their home country 
of China.” Li Tang works for a 
local firm on foreign investments 
and commercial transactions. 
Peng Jiang, fluent in Mandarin, 
works for Latham & Watkins,  
a Los Angeles-based firm in  
12 different countries, where he 
is in the corporate department 
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Jane and Adrian Mecz

“We find it amusing 
when people meet 
our family and  
hear our daughters’ 
British accents. They 
find it odd that we 
are from the same 
family yet sound 
nothing alike.”  
–Jane Mecz, London

working on securities offerings, 
mergers and acquisitions and 
U.S. securities law compliance 
matters.

James Bellerjeau ’93 and his 
wife Mildred ’94 have been in 
Europe since 1996, starting in 
Frankfurt, Germany, where they 
both worked for Cleary Gottlieb. 
While they had planned to stay 
for only three years, he couldn’t 
reject the opportunity of general 
counsel for Mettler-Toledo in 
Switzerland, a position he holds 
today, 10 years later. 

“I’d like to say I had a  
master plan,” said Bellerjeau, 
“but I didn’t.” 

Raised in Saudia Arabia and 
Holland, Bellerjeau was more 
pre-disposed than most to living 
outside the United States. With 
initial experience at Fried Frank’s 
New York office doing M&A 
and bankruptcy, he moved to 
Cleary Gottlieb where he did 
primarily securities work. 

David Merson ’01 moved  
to London two years after law 
school, when he and his wife, an 
English woman, decided to make 
their lives in England. Working 

in real estate law, he had a brief 
position with a large firm, then 
joined a small three-partner 
boutique real estate practice for 
two-and-a-half years, and then 
left for his current firm Brecher 
Solicitors, where he is a partner.

After two-and-a-half years, 
Michael Odai ’96 and his wife 
left Australia before they had 
their first child. When his wife 
was asked by her employer, 
Google, to help start operations 
in Australia in 2004, they leaped. 
Odai turned down firm offers  
to become general counsel of 

Virgin Money Australia, the 
financial services arm of Sir 
Richard Branson’s Virgin Group. 
Two-and-a-half years later he 
became general counsel of their 
new business focused on renew-
able energy investments. Today 
they live in San Francisco where 
he is general counsel and chief 
operating officer of Virgin 
Green Fund, a private equity 
firm which has invested over 
$125 million in solar, biofuels, 
water purification and waste 
management. 

Practicing Overseas

“Lawyers are much more formal 
here,” said Merson. “Things are 
rarely done by talking, instead, 
documents are negotiated 
through edits. 

“Lawyers face somewhat  
less hostility in the U.K.,” said 
Adrian Mecz. “Lawyers exercise 
greater civility among themselves 
here,” adding that the culture  
is less litigious partly because  
the loser generally pays the legal 
costs of the winner. 

It is easier to practice in 
Europe, said Bellerjeau. “The 

James BellerjeauLi Tang, Peng Jiang, and their daughter Nan Jiang

“People here show 
respect to lawyers 
trained overseas, 
but you always 
need to prove 
yourself.”
–Li Tang, Hong Kong 
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New Zealand and Back Every Three 
Weeks for Blockbuster Film Work
Michael McNeil ’88 alternated homes every three weeks—three in 
New Zealand, three in the United States. 

“That’s 26 hours door to door,” McNeil said, glad to put those 
five whirlwind years behind him only months ago. Working for the 
Weta Companies on movies like “Lord of the Rings” and “King 
Kong,” among other household titles, his projects brought him to 
cut deals in France, Singapore, Australia and more.

With three kids ages 11, 14 and 17, McNeil—and his wife—
thought it was time to slow it down. Today he travels to New 
Zealand only two times a year, primarily working for Weta Digital, 
the largest division of the company focused on effects. He’s currently 
working on films directed by Steven Spielberg and James Cameron. 

“Now I work out of my home” in Cambridge, N.Y., McNeil 
said. “Hooray for the Internet.”

McNeil focused on business and intellectual property law in 
school. After school he took a job with a firm in New York City, 
where he did some international work, including pursuing a fraud 
ring in England. 

On a whim, he sent, half-joking, an email to a New Zealand 
firm. “With 4 million people, the country only has four large firms.” 

Coincidentally, Chapman Tripp was recruiting for IP expertise  
at the time. After an interview via video conference, they flew him 
and his wife down for 10 days. Born in New Zealand of American  
parents, McNeil had dual-citizenship, making the logistics one notch 
simpler. A year into the job, a Weta executive heard McNeil speak-
ing at a seminar and lured him to the company.

“The law school gave me terrific exposure,” McNeil said. “I felt 
prepared to work. I still keep in touch with Professor Hutter.”  
He also noted Professor Dan Moriarty and former professors Bob 
Tymann, Bill Watkins—“a  generous guy”—and Tony Baldwin. 
“They gave me a great foundation.”

  

McNeil, with one of his recent projects.
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Michale Odai

“There is no  
doubt that a U.S.  
trained lawyer  
has an edge.”
–Michael Odai, 
 Australia

proliferation of lawyers in the 
United States has resulted in 
aggressive competition, class 
action fraud and a culture of 
blame…. The number of bad 
apples is large enough to sour 
the atmosphere for all U.S. 
attorneys. In general, this is not 
the case in Europe.” 

A few noted that the attorney 
outside the United States is 
more confined to legal advice 
and less expected to integrate 
their legal expertise with the  
client’s business goals. 

For alumni, studying at a 
U.S. law school can add a certain 
muscle to their resume, but it’s 
not a magic bullet, they said. 

“People here show respect to 
lawyers trained overseas,” said  
Li Tang, “but you always need 
to prove yourself.”

“There is no doubt that a 
U.S.-trained lawyer has an 
edge,” said Michael Odai. 
“Ultimately you are evaluated 
on your ability to relate to the 
people of a different culture…. 
If you show an appreciation for 
the culture, and engross yourself 
in it, doors will open.” 

“People tend to think I can 
move mountains in minutes,” 
Merson said.“They think we are 
all wheelers and dealers.” 

Most mentioned that law 
school gave them the foundation 
to practice law anywhere, though 
the discipline and instincts 
needed on the job could only be 
learned through real experience. 

Balancing Dual Cultures 

“We find it amusing when  
people meet our family and hear 
our daughters’ British accents,” 
said Jane Mecz. “They find it 
odd that we are from the same 
family yet sound nothing alike.”  

“As an American overseas,” 
said Bellerjeau, “I can tell you 
that locals often associate 
America’s image with expats. 
Being held indirectly responsible 
for America’s image in today’s 
environment is challenging.”

Merson, who enjoys London 
but prefers New York, finds life 
easier in Europe. “They may 
make fun of President Bush,” he 
said, “but otherwise they seem 
to like Americans.”

James Bellerjeau
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Mitchell F. Borger ’82 never 
thought dressing up like a clown 
would be part of his duties as a 
lawyer. But as divisional vice 
president and associate general 
counsel for Macy’s since 1995, 
he’s been involved in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in 
Manhattan each year, often 
donning a red nose, exaggerated 
make-up and garish clothes. 
Co-workers refer to him as  
“in-house legal clownsel.” A 
sense of humor, flexibility and 
the occasional bad pun has 
served Borger well in his job for 
the past 13 years.

A broad skill set, eagerness to 
take on a wide variety of legal 
assignments and a nuanced 
understanding of your company’s 
business strategy are required  
of a general counsel. “You never 
know what’s going to come 
across your desk on a given day,” 
Borger said of his work with the 
celebrated department chain of 
more than 190,000 employees 
and 800 stores. “I like that variety 
and the feeling that I’m part of 
the business decisions. I have a 
sense of ownership with Macy’s.”

More than 150 Albany Law 
School alumni work as general 
counsels, anchored in some of 
the most coveted jobs in the legal 
profession. In-house counsels 

seem to work in a kind of  
promised land from the perspec-
tive of young associates at law 
firms. But Borger—who works 
in an office tower above Macy’s 
34th Street flagship store and 
makes use of the perk of a  
generous employee discount—
would be the first to admit that 
the job only involves clowning 
around one day a year.

Several alumni working as 
general counsels candidly  
discussed their work—including 
choice job perks such as fine 
wines and visits to theme parks— 
though it’s not the gravy train 
that it appears to be.

For proof of the stress and 
travails of the job, talk to Holly 
E. Leese ’79, vice president,  
general counsel and secretary  
of Chrysler LLC, who joined 
Chrysler 29 years ago. She has 
worked through the boom times 
with the giant automaker but  
in recent years has faced a severe 
automotive market financial 
downturn marked by salaried 
and hourly job eliminations, 
plant closures and losses. “We’re 
in a very difficult market, with 
constrained access to the capital 
markets,” said Leese, who over-
sees a legal staff of 94 among 
Chrysler’s North American 
workforce of nearly 80,000.

Michael F. Borger, Divisional 
Vice President, Associate General 
Counsel, Macy’s, Inc. 

The In-house Counsel:
F rom    C ourtroom         to   B oardroom        , 
and    E verything          in   B etween    

More than  
150 Albany Law 
School alumni 
work as general 
counsels, anchored 
in some of the 
most coveted  
jobs in the legal 
profession.

By Paul Grondahl
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Much of her time is con-
sumed by transactional work 
such as the $35 billion acquisition 
of Chrysler by Daimler-Benz  
in 1998 and Cerebrus Capital 
Management’s $7.5 billion deal 
in 2007 to purchase 80 percent 
of Chrysler and to take over its 
liabilities.

“I didn’t know an axle from 
a camshaft when I started,” 
Leese said. The demands of her 
job are relentless in these difficult 
economic times and Leese  
struggles to find a balance 
between work and family life 
with her husband and two  
children. She is encouraged by 
the fact that her legal expertise  
is not only valued, but remains 
essential to a company struggling 
amid speculation that Cerebrus 
is planning to sell off Chrysler’s 
assets in pieces. 

Leese’s longevity with Chrysler 
is indicative of her general  
counsel colleagues, even those 
who traveled an unexpected 
career trajectory, such as the path 
taken by David E. McCraw ’92, 
vice president and assistant  
general counsel of The New York 
Times. McCraw earned a degree 
in journalism and worked as a 
reporter, editor and columnist at 
several small daily newspapers 
and publishing houses. He was 
teaching at Marist College when 
he decided to go to law school. 
He took a one-year leave of 
absence from teaching, assuming 
he would return to academia. 
Instead, he enjoyed his first year 
at Albany Law School so much 
that he switched professions. “It 

wasn’t planned at all,” he said. 
He spent six years at Rogers & 
Wells (now Clifford Chance)  
in litigation before returning to 
journalism by taking a job as 
deputy general counsel at The 
New York Daily News. After two 
years, he moved across town to 
The New York Times, where he’s 
been since 2002. He works with 
a group of 11 lawyers and shares 
responsibility for newsroom 
legal issues and litigation with 
another attorney.

“It’s a great job and I’m  
dealing with high-profile First 
Amendment issues and the  
cutting edge of litigation in the 
industry,” said McCraw, who 
served as counsel for the Times 
in its recent victory before a U.S. 
Appeals Court in Richmond, 
Va., that upheld the dismissal of 
a libel lawsuit by former Army 
scientist Steven Hatfill against 
The New York Times Co. over 
a series of columns by Nicholas 
Kristof published in 2002 that 
Hatfill said implicated him in 
the 2001 anthrax attacks and 
caused him emotional distress. 
The case was back in the head-
lines in August 2008 after Bruce 
E. Ivins committed suicide as 
FBI investigators prepared to 
arrest the Army biodefense 
researcher and anthrax specialist 
in the anthrax attacks that killed 
five people.

“The Hatfill case occupied a 
lot of my time, but these are 
cases I truly care about because 
they deal with freedom of the 
press, public affairs and issues 
that go to the very core of our 

democracy,’’ McCraw said. 
“In private practice I was 

doing mainly commercial dis-
putes and I felt like I parachuted 
into a crisis, did my work and 
left without really getting to 
know the people,” he said. By 
contrast, he works very closely 
with New York Times reporters 
and helps them obtain access to 
public documents and to closed 
courtrooms. He also reviews 
articles in advance of publication 
to discuss any legal ramifications. 
McCraw has gotten used to calls 
from reporters and editors late 
on Friday nights and on week-
ends to review stories they’re 
preparing for publication.

“Libel cases have become 
increasingly rare in the United 
States, but they’re popping up 
overseas because the Web is 
causing us to be read in places 
we previously weren’t reaching,” 
said McCraw, who’s currently 
working on libel cases brought 
against The New York Times in 
China, England, Greece and 
Indonesia.

When it comes to job perks, 
consider those of Thomas J. 
Mullin ’76, executive vice  
president and general counsel of 
Constellation Brands, a leading 
producer and marketer of bever-
age alcohol brands. He receives 
a product allowance to be used 
on company brands such as Opus 
One wine and Corona beer.  
He also gets to visit picturesque 
wineries and distilleries through-
out the world. Mullin has been 
with Constellation for nine years 
after deciding he no longer 

Holly E. Leese ’79, 
vice president, general 
counsel and secretary 
of Chrysler LLC

Thomas J. Mullin 
’76, executive 
vice president and 
general counsel of 
Constellation Brands
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wished to remain in the financial 
services industry, which required 
extended assignments outside of 
Rochester, N.Y. He took the job 
with Constellation when his 
three children, who have since 
graduated from college, were in 
high school because the compa-
ny’s headquarters are located 
near his extended family in his 
longtime home of Rochester. 

Mullin works with a core 
group of five attorneys in each 
of the operating companies and 
a workforce of 9,500. He spends 
up to 70 percent of his time on 
acquisition work, predominantly 
outside North America. “The 
good news is we don’t have a lot 
of litigation for a company our 
size,” said Mullin, who has 
developed a keen understanding 
of the business side of the  
beverage alcohol industry while 
on the job. An increasing amount 
of Mullin’s time is spent on  
protecting against trademark 
infringements overseas. “Our 
brands are very valuable to us and 
protecting them is a constant 
battle,” he said.

Lisa Whitney ’71, currently 
the general counsel for VF 
Sportswear, Inc., which includes 
the Nautica, Kipling and John 
Varvatos brands, is no stranger 
to the position, having served  
as general counsel for Halston 
Borghese cosmetics and L.J. 
Hooker Retail Group, which 
included B. Altman, Bonwit 
Teller and Sakowitz department 
stores. Whitney started her 
career in legislative affairs for 
Avon, handling their U.S. 

northeast region. She also 
worked at JCPenney as senior 
attorney for marketing and trade 
regulations. Whitney started  
the legal departments at her last 
three positions. “They call us  
generalists, but we’re more like 
sequential specialists,” she 
explained, laughing. “You do 
everything, and you know what 
you don’t know.” 

Bringing L.J. Hooker through 
its bankruptcy was an “eye-
opener.” The Pittsfield, Mass., 
native and Manhattan resident 
called the position challenging, 
“but it’s the best job in the 
world. Every company I’ve been 
with has been honorable and 
legally compliant. VF Sportswear 
is very careful about its products.”

When Karen L. Colonna ’92 
tells friends she works in the 
insurance industry, their eyes 
sometimes glaze over until she 
delivers her punch line: “I tell 
them I started in the New York 
State Legislature, then worked 
in the D.A.’s office and ended 
up in insurance because my first 

David E. McCraw ’92, vice  
president and assistant general 
counsel of The New York Times

“Libel cases have become  
increasingly rare in the U.S.,  
but they’re popping up 

	 overseas because the Web is  
causing us to be read in places 
we previously weren’t reaching,” 
said McCraw, who’s currently 
working on libel cases brought 
against The New York Times  
in China, England, Greece and 
Indonesia.
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TIPS FROM KATHY A. LEO, 
General Counsel, United Media

Generally speaking, you want to be 
viewed as a “go-to” lawyer by the 
business. This means that you have a 
high level of legal expertise in your 
area, but equally importantly, you are 
a business partner and understand 
the law and how to use it to achieve 
the business objectives, which 
requires providing practical advice in 
an understandable way. 

Business clients are not con-
cerned with legal theories—they want 
you to understand their business 
goals and then partner with you to 
achieve them. This means identifying 
risks and helping clients manage 
those risks and providing alternative 
solutions when necessary. The legal 
role is to help the business under-
stand, minimize and ultimately weigh 
the risks.

Unfortunately, charged with pro-
tecting the company, many lawyers 
become “nay-sayers” rather than 
helping their clients take measured 
risk and using creativity to come up 
with less risky alternatives. Being 
viewed as a “nay-sayer” will not only 
make you extremely unpopular and 
discourage clients from seeking your 
advice, but you have now become  
an impediment to the business and 
not a facilitator. 

Lastly, you never want the legal 
department to be viewed as the 
department that bogs down the  
process—a sense of urgency and  
the ability to prioritize is critical to  
the success of any in-house lawyer. 
Of course, clearly communicating 
lead times and resources helps make 
for smoother sailing for all involved.  

two jobs were just not exciting 
enough for me.”

Colonna is vice president and 
general counsel of U.S. insurance 
operations for Allied World 
Assurance Company (U.S.) Inc. 
She said there’s nothing boring 
about overseeing an eight-person 
legal staff in a company that 
provides large commercial  
property casualty insurance on 
skyscrapers, oil plants, energy 
facilities and liability insurance 
for management at Fortune 500 
companies. Her main responsi-
bility is keeping her company in 
compliance with ever-changing 
insurance laws in each of the 50 
states. “The laws literally change 
every single day in one or more 
states and I’ve got to keep track 
of it all, as well as working with 
regulators who are constantly 
changing in each state,” said 
Colonna, who left private prac-
tice after three years. “Working 
in-house, I’ve learned to come up 
with correct legal answers and 
make decisions quickly. Deals 
must often be made by the end 
of the day or the deal gets lost.”

 Colonna credits Professor 
Michael Hutter’s anti-trust class 
as an asset to her work. She also 
likes the fact that she and her 
husband can enjoy a home life 
in New Jersey when she leaves 
her office in Manhattan. “My 
work day is much more intense 
than it was in private practice, 
but if I leave at 6:30 at night, 
they leave me alone for the most 
part,” said Colonna, whose job 
perks include regular trips to 

company headquarters in 
Bermuda. “At company func-
tions, I find I want to spend 
time with them because we  
actually like each other,” she said.

Kathy A. Leo ’95, general 
counsel at United Media, enjoyed 
doing deals during her two years 
at Dewey Ballantine. “Going  
in-house taught me I could be 
part of preventing problems and 
helping a business grow instead 
of  papering a deal without truly 
understanding the underlying 
rationale for the deal or cleaning 
up messes on the back-end.” 
Leo credits the employment  
discrimination course she took 
with Professor Dale Moore as 
being helpful in handling 
human resource issues at her 
company, where she’s been for 
four years, which syndicates  
and licenses popular properties 
worldwide, including Peanuts 
and Dilbert. 

Leo and her husband, Steven 
Schwartz ’93, keep in touch 
with fellow Albany Law alumni 
working in New York, even 
after her husband gave up prac-
ticing law for a job as general 
manager of online business for 
Reader’s Digest.

In a strange confluence of 
Albany Law alumni, unbe-
knownst to each other among 
the cast of thousands, Borger 
and Leo both work on the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade: 
Borger is a clown supervisor and 
Leo holds the ropes that tether 
her company’s balloons of 
Snoopy or Charlie Brown.

Colonna said 
there’s nothing 
boring about 
overseeing an 
eight-person  
legal staff in a 
company that 
provides large 
commercial  
property casualty 
insurance on  
skyscrapers, oil 
plants, energy 
facilities and  
liability insurance 
for management 
at Fortune 500 
companies.
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Publications
Professor Ira Mark Bloom’s 
article “Unifying the Rules  
for Wills and Revocable Trusts 
in the Federal Estate Tax 
Apportionment Arena: 
Suggestions for Reform,” was 
published by the University of 
Miami Law Review. Also, his 
revised chapters on Revocable 
Trust and Will Execution will 
be published in Klipstein and 
Bloom, Drafting New York Wills. 
He is currently working on the 
preparation of the 4th edition  
of Drafting New York Wills for 
publication in 2009. He is the 
lead author of the work, which 
will expand to three volumes.  

Professor Melissa Breger  
published an article with St. 
John’s University School of Law 
Professor Theresa Hughes in the 
University of Michigan Journal of 
Law Reform entitled “Advancing 
the Future of Family Violence 
Law Pedagogy: The Founding 
of a Law School Clinic.”

Professor Raymond H. Brescia’s 
article “Capital in Chaos: the 
Subprime Mortgage Crisis and 
the Social Capital Response,” 
was published in the 56 
Cleveland State Law Review 
(2008). He is currently working 
on a follow-up article, to be 
published in University of South 
Carolina Law Review, which will 
expose the subtle and not-so-
subtle discrimination that was 
present in the subprime mort-
gage crisis, and will build on 

issues discussed in “Capital in 
Chaos.” His article “Sheltering 
Counsel: the Right to a Lawyer 
in Eviction Proceedings,” will  
be published in the Touro Law 
Review (forthcoming 2008).

Professor Beverly Cohen’s  
article “Trouble at the Source: 
The Debates over the Public 
Disclosure Provisions of the 
False Claims Act’s Original 
Source Rule,” has been accepted 
for publication in Volume 60  
of the Mercer Law Review.

Professor Patrick Connors 
authored three articles in his 
regular New York Practice  
column in the New York Law 
Journal. “The Golden Age of 
Personal Jurisdiction,” published 
on May 19, discusses recent 
developments in long-arm juris-
diction. He authored an article 
for its Special Section published 
on Sept. 2: “Court of Appeals–
The Year in Review.” The article, 
entitled “Court Was Rich with 
CPLR and Practice Questions,” 
explores recent developments in 
New York civil procedure from 
the Court’s 2007–08 term, 
including some lingering issues. 
He wrote in the Journal on  
Sept. 15 an article called “Issues 
Remain for Lawyers Not 
Complying with Part 1215,” 
which looks at various issues 
faced by lawyers who fail to 
comply with New York’s Letter 
of Engagement Rule. 

Professor James Thuo Gathii 
published his article “A Critical 
Appraisal of the International 

Legal Tradition of Taslim 
Olawale Elias,” in 21 Leiden 
Journal of International Law, 
317 (2008). He also published 
the following: “Third World 
Approaches to International 
Economic Governance,” Richard 
Falk, Balakrishnan Rajagopal 
and Jacquelin Stevens, Interna-
tional Law and the Third World: 
Reshaping Justice, 255, 2008; 
“Popular Authorship and 
Constitution Making: Comparing 
and Contrasting the DRC and 
Kenya,” forthcoming 49 William 
and Mary Law Review, 1109 
(2008); “Introduction: The 
Third World and International 
Law,” 9 International Community 
Law Review, 331 (2007); Case 
Concerning Armed Activities on 
the Territory of The Congo 
(Democratic Republic of the 
Congo v. Uganda), (Interna-
tional Decision), 101 American 
Journal of International Law  
142 (2007).

President & Dean Thomas F. 
Guernsey published the book 
Special Education Law 3rd ed. 
(Durham, N.C., Carolina 
Academic Press, 2008) (with 
Prof. Kathe Klare).

Professor Maria Grahn-Farley’s 
article “Race & Class More 
Than a Liberal Paradox,” will  
be published in the Buffalo Law 
Review (forthcoming 2008). 
“Neutral Law & Eurocentric 
Law Making,” will be published 
as the lead article in the 
Brooklyn International Law 
Journal (forthcoming 2008). 

Professor Peter H. Halewood’s 
article “On Commodification 
and Self-Ownership” was pub-
lished in 20 Yale Journal of Law 
& the Humanities 131 (2008).

Professor Sheldon Halpern 
wrote the 2008-2009 cumula-
tive supplement to his casebook, 
Copyright Law: Protection of 
Original Expression (Carolina 
Academic Press, 2002). 

Professor Kathe Klare published 
the book Special Education Law 
3rd ed. (Durham, N.C., 
Carolina Academic Press, 2008) 
(with President & Dean 
Thomas F. Guernsey).

Professor Timothy D. Lytton 
published the book Holding 
Bishops Accountable: How 
Lawsuits Helped the Catholic 
Church Confront Clergy Sexual 
Abuse (Harvard University  
Press 2008). He also authored 
the following articles: “Using 
Tort Litigation to Enhance 
Regulatory Policy Making: 
Evaluating Climate-Change 
Litigation in Light of Lessons 
from Gun-Industry  
and Clergy-Sexual-Abuse 
Lawsuits,” 86 Texas Law Review 
1837 (2008) and “Exposing 
Secrets of the Catholic Church: 
How Civil Lawsuits Brought  
the Sex Abuse Scandal to  
Light,” American Sexuality 
Magazine, August 2008. He  
was also a guest “blawgger” on 
Prawfsblawg.blogs.com for the 
month of July.
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Professor Alicia Ouellette’s  
article “Lawrence v. Texas”  
was published in Milestone 
Documents in American History 
(Finkelman, et al., eds. 2008). 
Two other articles were accepted 
for publication: “Eyes Wide 
Open: Considering the Implica-
tions of a Case of Surgery to 
Westernize the Eyes of an Asian 
Child,” in Hastings Center 
Review (forthcoming 2008) and 
“Insult to Injury: A Response  
to Professor Smolensky’s Call 
for Parental Tort Liability for 
Preimplantation Genetic 
Intervention” in 60 Hastings Law 
Journal (forthcoming 2008).

Associate Dean Patricia Salkin 
served as editor for Ethical 
Standards in the Public Sector, 
Second Edition (American Bar 
Association Press, August 2008) 
and 2008 Zoning and Planning 
Law Handbook (Thomson- 
West 2008). She co-authored 
Bordering on Madness: An 
American Land Use Tale, 
Companion Reader (with Popper 
and Avitabile) (Carolina 
Academic Press, 2008) and  
Legal Careers in New York State 
Government, 9th ed. (with 
Monforte and Lavine) (New 
York State Bar Association, 
2008). The following articles 
were also published: “Negotiating 
for Social Justice and the 
Promise of Community Benefit 
Agreements: Case Studies of 
Current and Developing 
Agreements,” 17 Journal of 
Affordable Housing & Community 

Development L.113 (Fall 2007/
Winter 2008) (with A. Lavine); 
“Sustainability at the Edge: The 
Opportunity and Responsibility 
of Local Governments to Most 
Effectively Plan for Natural 
Disaster Mitigation,” 38 ELR 
10158 (March 2008); “The 
Genesis of RLUIPA and 
Federalism: Evaluating the 
Creation of a Federal Statutory 
Right and its Impact on Local 
Government,” 40 The Urban 
Lawyer 195 (Spring 2008) (with 
A. Lavine); “Land Use Law and 
Active Living: Opportunities  
for States to Assume a Leader-
ship Role in Promoting and 
Incentivizing Local Options,”  
5 Rutgers Journal of Law & 
Policy 317 (Spring 2008)(with 
A. Lavine); “Understanding 
Community Benefits Agree-
ments,” The Practical Real Estate 
Lawyer (July 2008) (with A. 
Lavine); “Blogging on Land Use 
Law: Another Legal Research 
Tool on the Internet,” Zoning 
and Planning Law Report 
(March 2008).

Professor Evelyn Tenenbaum’s 
article “To Be or To Exist: 
Standards for Deciding Whether 
Dementia Patients in Nursing 
Homes Should Engage in 
Intimacy, Sex, and Adultery,” 
will be published in the Indiana 
Law Review (forthcoming 2008). 

Awards and 
Achievements
Professor Ira Mark Bloom  
was named Chair-Elect of the 
Trusts and Estates Law Section 
of NYSBA and will become the 
Chair in January. He was also 
appointed as a member of the 
Trusts, Estates and Surrogates 
Courts Committee of the  
New York City Bar Association 
and in that capacity, will be 
attending monthly committee 
meetings in New York, N.Y. In 
addition, he is attending draft-
ing meetings for the Restate-
ment of Donative Transfers and 
the Restatement of Trusts, as 
well as American College of 
Trust and Estate Counsel’s  
fall meeting in his capacity as 
member of the Legal Education 
and State Laws Committees.

Professor Patrick M. Connors 
was appointed as a Reporter  
for the New York State Bar 
Association’s Special Committee 
to Review the Code of Judicial 
Conduct. The Committee, com-
prised of 20  lawyers and judges 
throughout New York State, is 
charged with reviewing the new 
ABA Model Code of Judicial 
Conduct and providing recom-
mendations on whether it 
should be adopted in New York.

Professor James Thuo Gathii 
was elected to the Executive 
Council of the American Society 
of International Law in April.

Professor Annette I. Kahler was 
named a 2008–2009 Severino 
Fellow at the Severino Center 
for Technological Entrepre-
neurship at the Lally School of 
Management and Technology, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
Troy, N.Y.

Professor Deborah Mann was 
promoted to Lawyering Professor.

Professor Alicia Ouellette  
was appointed co-editor of  
The Cambridge Dictionary of 
Bioethics, Cambridge University 
Press (forthcoming 2011)  
(with Laurence McCullough 
and Robert Baker). She was  
also named a co-chair of its 
Board of Editors.

Associate Dean Patricia Salkin 
was appointed by the president 
of the New York State Bar 
Association as a member of the 
Committee to Review Judicial 
Nominations. She was also  
re-appointed as chair of the 
Committee on Attorneys in 
Public Service and reappointed 
as chair of the American Planning 
Association’s Amicus Curiae 
Committee for 2008–2009 by 
President Robert B. Hunter, 
FAICP. The committee filed 
eight amicus briefs in 2007–
2008 in state courts and in the 
1st Circuit Court of Appeals.  
All of the briefs are available at: 
www.planning.org/amicusbriefs.

Professor Laurie Shanks was 
named to the New York State 
Bar Association’s Task Force on 
Wrongful Convictions.
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FACULTYNOTES
spotlight          on   scholarship         

Publications

Terrorism, Government, and 
Law: National Authority and 
Local Autonomy in the War on 
Terror (Greenwood Publishing 
Group, 2008) (With Susan N. 
Herman). 

Editor-in-Chief of Milestone 
Documents in American History: 
Exploring the Primary Sources 
that Shaped America (Schlager 
Group, Inc., 2008). 

Co-Editor of Congress and the 
Emergence of Sectionalism: From 
the Missouri Compromise to the 
Age of Jackson (Perspective History 
of Congress) (Ohio University 
Press, 2008) (Co-edited with 
Donald R. Kennon).

“School Vouchers, Thomas 
Jefferson, Roger Williams,  
and Protecting the Faithful: 
Warnings from the Eighteenth 
Century and the Seventeenth 
Century on the Danger of 
Establishments to Religious 
Communities” was published in 
the Brigham Young University 
Law Review. 

“Dred Scott v. Sandford:  
The Case that Made Lincoln 
President” was published in 
Lincoln Lore (Spring 2008). 

Supreme Court Review article 
“James Madison and the Bill of 
Rights: A Reluctant Paternity” 
was recently published in “James 
Madison International Library 
of Essays in the History of Social 
and Political Thought Series” 
(Ashgate Publishing, 2008). 

Awards & Achievements

Became a Research and Practice 
associate at the Institute for 
National Security and Counter-
terrorism at Syracuse University.

Presentations

July 28, 2008: Opened the  
third week of a teachers’ institute 
held at Colgate University, 
Hamilton, N.Y., with a discus-
sion and lecture on abolitionism 
and the Underground Railroad. 

June 27, 2008: Presented  
“The Supreme Court and the 
Expansion of Federal Power, 
1801-1812” at the Society for 
Historians of American Foreign 
Relations 2008 Annual Meeting 
in Columbus, Ohio.

May 22, 2008: Provided com-
ments on the conference session 
titled “Religion, Power and 
Legitimate Rule” at the 9th 
Annual Krefeld Historical 
Symposium in Krefeld, Germany.

May 8, 2008: Served as a member 
of the Advisory Board for the 
Center for Advanced Studies on 
Terrorism Third Annual 
Conference on Terrorism and 
Global Security at the RAND 
Headquarters in Santa Monica, 
Calif., and co-chair of a session 
titled “Civil Liberties, Counter 
Terrorism and Domestic Law.”

April 25, 2008: Served as  
conference director for “Congress 
and the Crisis of the 1850s” in 
Washington, D.C., and gave  
the Keynote Speech, “A Decade 
in Crisis: The 1850s.”

April 24, 2008: Presented 
“America and the Abolition  
of the Atlantic Slave Trade:  
A Bicentennial Perspective, 
1808-2008” at Towson 
University, Towson, Md.

April 22, 2008: Gave a  
presentation on baseball and  
the law at Albany Law School’s 
Youth Law Day.

April 17, 2008: Presented  
“A Well Regulated Militia:  
The Original Meaning of the 
Second Amendment” at Eastern 
Washington University and the 
Northwest Museum of Arts and 
Culture, Spokane, Wash.

April 11, 2008: Presented  
“The Trial of John Brown” at 
the 2008 Virginia Forum at the 
University of Mary Washington, 
Fredericksburg, Va.

April 10, 2008: Presented a CLE 
program on the constitutional, 
ethical and legal issues surround- 
ing public displays of religious 
monuments titled, “Ten 
Commandments on the 
Courthouse Lawn,” at The 
Cornell Club, New York, N.Y. 

April 4, 2008: Gave a  
presentation on John McLean  
at “Judicial Reputation: A 
Conference on Neglected 
Justices” at Vanderbilt University 
Law School, Nashville, Tenn.

April 1, 2008: Participated,  
via distance learning technology, 
in a discussion titled “A House 
Divided Against Itself: Another 
Look at the Jewish Response to 
Slavery in America” for the 

2008 Central Conference of 
American Rabbis Convention  
at Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

March 31, 2008: Gave a lecture 
at the Teaching American 
History Day Inservice “Walk in 
My Shoes” in Jamestown, N.Y.

March 28, 2008: Participated  
in “Symposium on America’s 
Constitution: A Biography,” 
honoring the work of Akhil 
Reed Amar at the Maxwell 
School of Citizenship and Public 
Affairs at Syracuse University, 
Syracuse, N.Y.

March 26, 2008: Participated in 
the New York Historical Society 
program “Hamilton, Lafayette, 
and the Perils of Revolution” in 
New York, N.Y.

March 15, 2008: Presented 
“Should a Modern Law School 
Teach the Law of Slavery” at  
the Society of American Law 
Teachers (SALT) Annual 
Teaching Conference at Boalt 
Hall School of Law, University 
of California at Berkeley.

March 14, 2008: Presented 
“Ending the Slave Trade in the 
United States: The Limits of 
Law and Reform under the 
Proslavery Constitution” at the 
University of Ottawa Symposium 
titled “Routes to Freedom: 
Reflections on the Bicentenary 
of the abolition of Slave Trade.”

Paul Finkelman, President William McKinley Distinguished Professor of Law and Public Policy  
and Senior Fellow in the Government Law Center
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Professor Christian Sundquist 
accepted an invitation to serve 
as a member of the Junior 
Faculty Development Workshop 
committee for the LatCrit annual 
conference, October 2008.

Presentations
Professor Ira Mark Bloom  
discussed his revocable trust 
research at the American 
Association of Law Schools 
Section on Donative Transfers 
meeting in New York, N.Y.  
He was also invited to speak  
on revocable trusts at a UCLA 
symposium on trusts and estates 
law to commemorate the late 
Jess Dukeminier. 

Professor Raymond H. Brescia 
conducted continuing legal  
education programs across  
New York State throughout  
the summer. Four separate pro-
grams were held in New York, 
Kingston, Saratoga Springs and 
Catskill, training legal services 
attorneys and their volunteer 
attorney counterparts in the 
legal ethics issues they face in 
their representation of low-
income clients.

Professor Patrick Connors  
presented a two-day program  
on New York Civil Practice at 
Washington University School 
of Law in St. Louis Missouri  
on March 28 and 29. With 
Professor Emeritus David Siegel, 
he presented a New York Civil 
Practice Update to the Justices 
and Law Clerks of the Appellate 

Division, Third Department on 
April 11 and to the Onondaga 
County Bar Association in 
Syracuse, N.Y., on June 6. He 
also presented a New York 
Practice Update to the Federation 
of Bar Associations of the Fourth 
Judicial District at its annual 
meeting in Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada, on April 26. He  
delivered an update on recent 
developments in New York 
Civil Practice and Professional 
Responsibility at the Annual 
Summer Meeting of the Trial 
Lawyers Section of the New York 
State Bar Association on June 28. 
On Aug. 5 he moderated a panel 
on the future of New York’s 
thoroughbred racing franchise at 
the Government Law Center’s 
Institute on Racing and Gaming 
Law in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
On Aug. 8, he presented his 
annual Ethics Update at Albany 
Law School’s CLE in Saratoga 
Seminar Series. On Sept. 24, 
Professor Connors presented a 
lecture on developments in  
disclosure to the Judges of the 
New York Court of Claims at 
their Annual Update Program in 
Cooperstown, N.Y.

Professor Maria Grahn-Farley 
was invited to speak on the 
opening panel at the International 
Institute for the Sociology of 
Law, Onati, Spain, on the role 
of women in international law, 
focusing on Bosnian women in 
war camps during the war in 
former Yugoslavia. A book 
chapter, “The Limits of the Free 
Agency Argument: Women in 

Bosnian War Camps,” will be 
published from this presenta-
tion, in Between Resistance and 
Compliance, ed., Sari Kouvo and 
Zoe Peterson. 

President & Dean Thomas F. 
Guernsey, with Professor Nancy 
Maurer, conducted a panel  
presentation entitled “Clinic 
Retreats and Collective Reflec-
tion” at the American Association 
of Law Schools Clinical Section 
Annual Conference, in Tucson, 
Ariz., in May.

Professor Peter Halewood  
presented a paper and chaired a 
panel on torture and interna-
tional law at the Research 
Committee in the Sociology of 
Law Annual Meeting in Milan, 
Italy, on July 12.

Professor Sheldon Halpern, at 
the invitation of the Saloniki 
Bar Association and the 
University of Saloniki, Greece, 
gave a talk in May on matters 
concerning the U.S. law of  
defamation. Also in May he  
discussed the U.S. experience 
with “fair use” at a seminar in 
Jerusalem, Israel, for Israeli 
judges considering the newly 
enacted Israeli copyright statute.

Professor Lenese C. Herbert 
was a guest on “Equal Time,” a 
news/talk show on WLUR-FM, 
a Washington and Lee University 
student-operated radio station. 
She discussed her contribution 
to the forthcoming book Race to 
Injustice: Lessons Learned from 
the Duke University Lacrosse 

Players’ Rape Case (Michael L. 
Seigel, ed.), an interdisciplinary 
study of the 2006 rape allega-
tions against Duke University 
lacrosse players. 

Professor Michael J. Hutter 
presented a paper before the 
Annual Meeting of the Family 
Law Section of the New York 
State Bar Association entitled 
“Electronic Evidence: New 
Wine in Old Bottles.” He also 
gave Evidence Update presenta-
tions to the Albany, Nassau, 
Suffolk and Ulster County Bar 
Associations. His Monograph 
covering the New York courts’ 
interpretation and application  
of recent U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions interpreting the 
Confrontation Clause has been 
distributed to New York state 
trial judges.

Professor Annette I. Kahler  
presented “Women in Nano-
technology” at the NanoBiotech 
2008 conference at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, Troy, 
N.Y., on Sept. 15.  

Professor Mary Lynch spoke  
on a panel entitled “Unspoken 
Opportunities to Teach Students 
in a Clinical Environment” at 
the American Association of 
Law Schools Clinical Section 
Annual Conference, in Tucson, 
Ariz., in May. She addressed the 
issue of how “Best Practices in 
Legal Education” argues for law 
school clinics to institute and 
model best practices in clinic 
administration and in law firm 
protocols. On May 13, she was 
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the moderator for a conference 
at the New York State Bar 
Association. The event was  
co-sponsored by the Fund for 
Modern Courts and the New 
York State Bar Association, and 
was titled “Challenges to Justice 
in Domestic Violence Cases in 
New York State: Gaps, Successes 
and the Future”

Professor Timothy Lytton was  
a guest on the Kojo Nnamdi 
Show “Guns and the Courts”  
on American University’s 
WAMU Radio, Washington, 
D.C., on May 28. He spoke 
about his book, Holding Bishops 
Accountable, on the Capital 
District Forum, WQAR Radio, 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.; at the 
Annual Conference of the 
Survivors Network for those 
Abused by Priests (SNAP) in 
Chicago, Ill., on July 13; and at 
the Annual Conference of the 
American Association for Justice 
(AAJ), Philadelphia, Penn., on 
July 14. 

Professor Nancy Maurer  
presented “Potential Problems 
with Power in Placements”  
at the National Externship 
Conference—Externships 4– 
A Bridge to Practice, at Seattle 
University School of Law in 
February. She also conducted, 
with President & Dean 
Thomas F. Guernsey, a panel 
presentation entitled “Clinic 
Retreats and Collective Reflec-
tion” at the American Association 
of Law Schools Clinical Section 
Annual Conference, in Tucson, 
Ariz., in May.

Professor Alicia Ouellette  
presented “Decisionmaking for 
Children at the Bioethics 
Honors Grand Rounds,” at 
Albany Medical College, on 
April 3; “Hernandez v. Robles 
and its Aftermath, Society, 
Security, and Civil Rights: 
Examining Sanctioned 
Discrimination Across Three 
Generations,” at a symposium 
sponsored by The Justice Robert 
H. Jackson Lecture Series at 
Albany Law School on April 4; 
“Youthful Indiscretion: Teenagers 
and Cosmetic Surgery” at the 
2008 Health Law Professors 
Conference on June 6 in 
Philadelphia, Penn.; and “Law 
and Bioethics, an Introduction” 
at Union/Mt. Sinai School of 
Medicine Program in Bioethics 
Proseminar on August 6. She 
was also an invited participant 
in the Bioethics Summer 
Retreat, an intensive four-day 
gathering of leading bioethics 
scholars, hosted by Stanford 
University’s Center for 
Bioethics.

Associate Dean Patricia Salkin 
moderated a national audio  
conference on Planning Law  
for the American Planning 
Association in June. She partici-
pated on a panel at the ABA 
Annual Meeting in August, 
sponsored by the Law Student 
Division on “Communication 
with the Administration.” Also 
in August, Salkin participated  
as a faculty member at the  
ALI-ABA Land Use Institute in 
Boston where she presented 

papers on smart growth and 
green development; ethics in 
land use planning; regulating 
adult business uses; and an 
update on federal legislative  
initiatives impacting local land 
use planning.  

Professor Emeritus David 
Siegel with Professor Patrick 
Connors presented a New York 
Civil Practice Update to the 
Justices and Law Clerks of the 
Appellate Division, Third 
Department on April 11 and to 
the Onondaga County Bar 
Association in Syracuse, N.Y., 
on June 6.

Professor Laurie Shanks taught 
at the National Criminal 
Defense College in Macon,  
Ga., in July, where she lectured 
and gave a demonstration of the 
“Cross-Examination of a Snitch.” 

Professor Christian Sundquist 
presented a paper entitled “Some 
Realism about Integration” on  
a panel entitled “The Future  
of Racial Integration” at the 
annual Society of American Law 
Teachers (SALT) Conference, 
held at the School of Law of  
the University of California-
Berkeley in March. He also  
presented a paper entitled 
“Forensic Genetics and 
Contemporary ‘Race Science’: 
Establishing the Inadmissibility 
of Racial DNA Probability 
Estimates” on a panel entitled 
“Law and Biomedical Tech-
nologies” at the annual confer-
ence of the Research Committee 
for the Sociology of Law 

(RCSL), held at the University 
of Milan, Italy, in July.

Professor Evelyn Tenenbaum, 
with Jonathan Cohn ’08, was a 
guest speaker on WSLR 96.5 
LPFM radio, Sarasota, Fla., on 
April 11, where they discussed 
elderly drivers. She presented 
“Should Nursing Homes  
Permit Intimacy and Adultery 
When the Nonresident Spouse 
Objects?” at the American 
Society of Law, Medicine and 
Ethics Health Law Professors 
Conference in Philadelphia, 
Penn., on June 6. She also  
presented “Adultery between 
Dementia Patients in Nursing 
Homes: Intimacy for the Lonely 
or Deplorable Violation of 
Marital Vows?” at the Midwest 
Family Law Conference in 
Indianapolis, Ind., on June 13. 

Professor Donna Young  
presented a paper on domestic 
violence and the spread of  
HIV/AIDS among women in 
Uganda at the Research 
Committee in the Sociology of 
Law Annual Meeting in Milan, 
Italy, on July 12. She also 
attended the “World Congress 
of the International Society for 
Criminology” in Barcelona, 
Spain, from July 19-25.
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Law, Social Capital and Trust:  
The Subprime Mortgage Crisis Put in Perspective 

The subprime mortgage crisis  
is, in many ways, the product  
of a market in transition. 
Deregulation, the spread of 
mortgage products to previously 
untapped markets, the increase 
in available mortgage products 
and lenders, and the influx of 
capital through securitization 
that resulted in the globalization 
of the home mortgage market: 
these all came together in a 
“perfect storm.” With the sever-
ance of the traditional borrower-
lender relationship, which 
undermined the value that social 
capital1 brought to that relation-
ship, potential borrowers who 
might not have had sufficient 
contacts or networks on which 
to rely for information about 

the mortgage process were  
victimized by brokers and  
lenders looking for a quick pay-
day through the securitization 
process.  

Some have instituted  
litigation to try to weed out and 
punish brokers and lenders who 
discriminated against subprime 
borrowers. Congress, the Bush 
Administration and some banks 
have explored potential responses 
to the subprime mortgage crisis, 
though much of them have the 
air of palliative care: making  
the inevitable less painful, if not 
less swift. Furthermore, the 
Bush Administration’s recently 
announced proposed changes to 
the manner in which the federal 
government regulates financial 
markets indicate that, while 
expanding the scope of covered 
entities and practices is one  
goal of those changes, further 
deregulation and federal pre-
emption are still driving forces 
behind the proposal. As this  
volume goes to print, however, 
because of the political fallout 
from the Fed’s intervention in 
the collapse of financial giant 
Bear Stearns, bi-partisan support 
seems to be mounting on Capital 
Hill for more serious interven-
tions in the subprime market, 
notably increasing funding  
support for housing counseling: 
a development that is certainly 

welcome and might indicate 
more comprehensive reforms  
are possible.

What can the absence of legal 
protections tell us about the 
effect of law on this market? 
Prior to this market’s collapse, 
many might have hailed the  
triumph of deregulation and 
economic markets over attempts 
to legislate against discrimination. 
The loosening of restrictions on 
certain types of lending through 
deregulation, federal pre-emption 
of some state efforts to combat 
predatory lending, and a web  
of laws designed to discourage 
“old fashioned” discrimination 
in mortgage lending, encouraged 
subprime lending in previously 
“redlined” communities. 
Subprime lenders filled that 
void and exploited that market. 
And thus, discrimination in 
mortgage lending was no longer 
a problem. A strong housing 
market was the solution to 
housing discrimination. Lending 
disparities in communities of 
color were a result of lenders 
concerned about their bottom 
line, not motivated by bias 
against borrowers or certain 
communities. Let the market do 
its job and discrimination will 
turn out to be inefficient. At 
least that was the theory.

It is true that the relentless 
drive to securitize pushed lenders 

1Social capital is defined as “social networks and the associated norms of reciprocity and trustworthiness” that go along with them. Robert  
 D. Putnam, E Pluribus Unum: Diversity and Community in the Twenty-first Century, 30 Scandinavian Pol. Stud. 137, 137 (2007).

Visiting Assistant Professor 
Raymond H. Brescia

Prof. Brescia was previously 
Associate Director of the 
Urban Justice Center in  
New York, N.Y., where he 
coordinated the provision  
of legal representation for 
grassroots, community-based 
institutions in areas such as 
housing, economic justice, 
workers’ rights, civil rights 
and environmental justice.  
He has been an adjunct  
professor at New York Law 
School, staff attorney at  
New Haven Legal Assistance 
and the Legal Aid Society  
of New York, and law clerk  
to the Honorable Constance 
Baker Motley, Senior U.S. 
District Court Judge for the 
Southern District of New York.
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Tragically, the  
brokers and lenders 
who brought these 
products to these 
communities 
found themselves 
with both an  
informational 
advantage over their 
customers and with 
no accountability 
to their investors. 
Ultimately, this mix 
has proven toxic.

into previously underserved 
communities in an effort to 
maximize profits. Tragically,  
the brokers and lenders who 
brought these products to these 
communities found themselves 
with both an informational 
advantage over their customers 
and with no accountability to 
their investors. Ultimately,  
this mix has proven toxic. And 
the laws designed to root out 
discriminatory practices have 
proven dull weapons against 
“reverse redlining”: the infusion 
of mortgage products in  
previously underserved markets. 
Indeed, laws like HMDA and 
the Community Reinvestment 
Act are designed, respectively,  
to monitor, through disclosure, 
mortgage rejection and approval 
patterns and the failure of  
covered banks to meet the credit 
needs of the communities they 
serve. In these ways, they  
primarily target the failure of 
banks to extend loan products to 
communities of color. The Fair 
Housing Act, on the other hand, 
although its primary purpose is 
to prohibit the rejection of loan 
applications based on race, also 
prohibits the imposition of  
different and less favorable loan 
terms based on the race of the 
borrower. In litigation under the 
FHA, however, as with many 
other anti-discrimination laws in 

the area of mortgage discrimina-
tion, causation is often difficult 
to prove.  

Deregulation and a legacy of 
mortgage discrimination meant 
that there were certain commu-
nities that were likely targets  
for new mortgage products and 
aggressive lenders. Given the 
nature of anti-discrimination 
laws that were designed primarily 
to prevent mortgage rejections,  
a Community Reinvestment Act 
that was easily circumvented, 
and a cadre of mortgage  
purveyors that were largely 
unconstrained, unsophisticated 
borrowers from previously 
untapped markets fell prey to 
the promise of homeownership 
through subprime products.  
When the subprime lenders did 
come to town, borrowers could 
not rely on networks of infor-
mation from other borrowers to 
help them steer clear of harmful 
loan terms. Trust was present  
in all of these transactions: too 
much trust, and trust that was 
not backed up by law. In these 
ways, the legal institutions in 
place were not designed for the 
changes that occurred, leaving a 
legal vacuum.  

Perhaps tightly knit commu-
nities with deeply embedded 
norms of trust and cooperation 
can function well without much 
recourse to the law. But in  

markets in transition, where  
traditional relationships of trust 
have broken down and been 
replaced by more impersonal 
communications and where the 
laws in place do not respond to 
the changes in these relation-
ships, norms of trust and the 
sanctions that might otherwise 
enforce them prove illusory. 
Information asymmetries and the 
prospect of moral hazard abound. 
Without a legal response to such 
market transformations, where 
law can help to shore up these 
relationships in transition and 
insulate them from the harsh 
consequences of the departure of 
social capital, trust is replaced by 
predation.  

Law can restore trust, and 
with it, social capital, however: 
in one example, by the creation 
of fiduciary duties that may help 
to offset information asymme-
tries. Market responses like  
better consumer education can 
also help to offset such market 
distortions. Judicial responses 
that attempt to rebuild social 
capital in dispute resolution—
like the problem-solving courts 
described here—can also help 
rectify structural impediments  
to negotiations to reach mutually 
beneficial ends.  

  Reprinted wth the permission of Cleveland State Law Review, from the issue Volume 56, Number 2, 2008, from an article titled 
“Capital in Chaos: The Subprime Mortgage Crisis and the Social Capital Response.”
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Albany Law School Alumni Events

Alumni gather throughout the country to speak with the Dean, as well as meet and mingle with other alumni, faculty and staff. Current and 
prospective students who attend these events witness firsthand the strength of our alumni network. Contact Christina Sebastian, Director, 
Alumni Affairs, to get involved in your area. cseba@albanylaw.edu; 518-445-3361.

Binghamton  
Binghamton Club, Binghamton, N.Y. 
March 12, 2008

Hon. Mary Anne Lehmann ’83, Hon. Judith F. O’Shea ’77, Gregory A. 
Gates ’78

Kathryn Grant Madigan ’78, Frederick J. Meagher ’39

Capital Region Recent Graduate Happy Hour 
McGeary’s, Albany, N.Y. 
March 13, 2008

Adrienne D. Bonilla ’03,  
Ann E. McBride ’03

Ross F. Goodman ’07,  
Joshua L. Oppenheimer ’06

Melissa Byrne ’05, Robyn B. Nicoll ’04, Thais M. Triehy ’05, Heather 
Burke ’05
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Spring Capital Region Alumni Reception with Current 
Students and Accepted Applicants, Hosted by the 
Classes of 2003–2007; Albany Law School, April 4, 2008

Kevin Blackwell ’09, Justin D. Myers ’07, Erin N. Walsh ’06

Rochester  
Constellation Brands, Fairport, N.Y. 
April 8, 2008

Breanne S. Skivington ’04, 
Shannon L. Slavin ’06

Hon. Gary E. Smith ’58, Michael J. Duffy ’58

Adriana Formoso ’06, Jason R. 
Pastore ’06, Amanda L. Ordyk ’06

12th Annual Day at the Races, Saratoga Race Course, Aug. 17, 2008

Alumni, faculty, staff and friends joined in the Winner’s Circle  
to celebrate the running of the Albany Law School race, which was the 
3rd race on Sunday, Aug. 17, 2008.  

Prof. Nancy M. 
Maurer takes 
notes for the 
‘best hat’ contest 
to share with 
the other judges.  
Madeleine M. 
Jester Carlson 
’92 won with 
her hat, named 
Dolce Vita.

Andrew H. Wood ’05, Glinnesa D. Gailliard ’07,  Alexis Brown, Ricja 
D. Rice ’05
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back in his chair with his eyes 
closed for a portion of the event. 

“Sure it’s a bit of a stretch  
for me right now to think I’m 
going to argue a case before the 
Supreme Court,” said Jeffery 
Pechow, ’01, whose parents 
accompanied him from New 
Jersey, “but I had a feeling  
this would be an interesting 
experience.” 

Greg Lesko ’88 has been follow-
ing one case through the court 
system for the past few years, 
given its direct impact on his 
work as CEO of Lesko Financial 
Services, Inc., Binghamton, N.Y.

“I knew the case made it to 
the Supreme Court, but I didn’t 
expect to be in the room while 
Justice Souter read the decision,” 
Lesko said, referring to the 
Department of Revenue of 
Kentucky v. Davis addressing 
state taxation of municipal  
bond interest.

Lesko was with 24 other 
Albany Law School alumni  
May 19, 2008, getting sworn in 
to the Supreme Court. 

Before the ceremony, Justice 
Souter read the Kentucky deci-
sion while Justices Thomas and 
Breyer chatted between them-
selves. Justice Scalia then read a 
decision regarding a pornography 
case, explaining the Court’s 
position in lay terms to the 
small audience. Chief Justice 

Roberts read the third and final 
decision of the day before begin-
ning the swearing-in ceremony.  

The Hon. Randolph Treece, 
’76, U.S. Magistrate Judge for 
the Northern District of New 
York, made the motion of 
admission to Justice Roberts, 
then named the new members 
from five different states,  
including Colorado and Illinois. 

“While standing in front of 
the Court, I had planned to say 
a few words to them,” Treece 
said afterwards, laughing. “Given 
the tenor of the room, the 
intense scrutiny, and the fact that 
they handed me a script that 
barely had seven words, I thought 
it best to follow their rules.”

While each member received 
a welcoming nod and an occa-
sional friendly comment from 
Justice Roberts, Justice Thomas 
showed no interest in the cere-
mony, and Justice Alito leaned 

“You never know what the 
next client brings,” said Gene 
Anton ’99.

Judge Treece on the  
Original Admittees

Following the ceremony, the 
group gathered for lunch and a 
talk by Judge Treece who traced 
the history of Supreme Court 
swearing-ins, comparing the first 
sworn-in class of 1790 to the 
newest group. 

Recognizing the nine judges 
as brilliant, “whether we agree 
with the Court’s decision or 
not…it is the lawyers who  
practice before this honorable 
Court who actually push the 
agenda and set the tone and the 
tenor of those rules. Think 
about it for a moment. I submit 
that both the litigators and the 
court forged the contours of the 
law and not just the justices, as 
appearances would have it.” 

He cited landmark decisions 
driven by advocates like Thurgood 
Marshall, Floyd Abrams and 
Ted Olsen to restate his point: 
“The advocate has not always 
received his or her proper due in 
shaping the law.”

“So now you stand on the 
precipice of shaping the law… 
all that stands in your way is the 
right client with the right issue 
at the right time and you could 
have the honor of a lifetime to 
address the Supreme Court on 
important matters for our nation, 
community, and our time.”

–DS
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Judge Randolph Treece chatting with his law clerk Robyn Hoffman ’02.

25 Alumni Sworn into the High Court, Enjoy Memorable Time in D.C. 

William F. Pendergast ’72

“[I]t is the lawyers 
who practice before 
this honorable 
Court who actually 
push the agenda 
and set the tone 
and the tenor of 
those rules.”

	 Judge Randolph Treece  
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William Ward ’61 retired from 
private practice in 1999, at the 
age of 83. Now, 91, he still 
wants a few things off his list.

 “This is something I always 
wanted to do,” Ward said, as  
he moved through the tedious 
security process on his way into 
the Supreme Court swearing-in 
ceremony. “I’ve been very lucky 
with my health, so I thought this 
would be a nice time to come 
down to Washington, D.C.”

“No wheel chair, no special 
treatment on line, he’s too stub-
born for that,” said his partner 
for the past 30 years, Sandra 
Stake. “His doctor said he needs 
new knees but he refuses. He 
won’t even take aspirin.”

A graduate of Mount Pleasant 
High School, Schenectady, N.Y., 
where he played football and 
baseball, Ward worked as a 
union bricklayer for many years. 
His last job was as foreman on 
the Knolls Atomic Power Labs 

William Ward, at age 91, Gets Sworn In

in Niskayuna, N.Y. He quit to 
go to Albany Law School.

“It was tradition to cement 
a coin at the top of the chimney 
of large jobs,” Ward explained. 
“My penny is still up there.”

During his 30s, Ward 
attended Siena College in the 
evenings while working con-
struction jobs in the day. After 
graduating, he started law 
school in 1958, at the age of 38.

Together they own a two-
family house in Schenectady 
and they have traveled  
extensively to Europe, Hawaii 
and Alaska. They also enjoy 
trips to a beachfront condo  
on Lewis Bay, in Hyannis, 
Mass. 

“He has had an incredible 
life, but he rarely speaks about 
it because he is so humble,” 
Stake said.

“That’s the first time some-
one has called me humble,” 
said Ward. –DS

U.S. Supreme Court Admittees

Bottom row, from left: Soraya Ruiz Abderrashman ’03, New York, N.Y.; 
Dr. Ann Willey ’00, Albany, N.Y.; Richard Rivera ’91, Albany, N.Y.; 
Janine Daniels Rivera ’89, Albany, N.Y.; Kelly McKenney ’90, Aspen, 
Colo.; Rachelle Cohen ’88, Utica, N.Y.; Judge Randolph Treece ’76;  
Paul Boylan ’65, Le Roy, N.Y.; William Ward ’61, Schenectady, N.Y.

Middle row, from left: Gregory Lesko ’88, Binghamton, N.Y.; Michael 
Griffin ’87, Boston, Mass.; Linda Davis ’81, Washington, D.C.; Thomas 
Callahan ’84, Norwell, Mass.; Winkle Hong ’03, Chicago, Ill.; James 
Moyle ’91, New York, N.Y.; Louis Callea ’85, Greene, N.Y.; Robyn 
Hoffman ’02, Albany, N.Y.; Gene Anton ’99, Huntington, N.Y. 

Top row, from left: Ennio Corsi, Albany, N.Y.; Matthew Ryan ’01, 
Albany, N.Y.; Joseph Granich ’97, Albany, N.Y.; Christine Caputo 
Granich ’93, Albany, N.Y.; Jeffrey Pechow ’01, Elmwood Park, N.J.; 
Alexis Santoro ’00, New York, N.Y.; Richard Reilly ’04, Albany, N.Y.; 
Edward Rowley ’76, Albany, N.Y.
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Inaugural Alumni Volunteer Recognition Day

From left, Dean Guernsey, Hon. Victoria A. Graffeo ’77, Barbara Cottrell ’84

Lynelle K. Bosworth ’06

Alumni volunteers gather in the 1928 Building’s East Foyer to celebrate.

From left, Lisa E. Brown ’96, Hon. Christine M. Clark ’96, Daniel J. 
Stewart ’88

There are many ways for Albany 
Law alumni to stay connected 
with the Law School. We are  
fortunate to have an active and 
supportive body of alumni who 
give their time and talent to  
volunteer, serve on boards, judge 
moot court competition, mentor 
students and support the school 
financially, just to name a few 
ways alumni are involved. On 
May 2, volunteers gathered in 
the 1928 Building’s East Foyer 
to celebrate the great work and 
dedication of Albany Law alumni.

From left, Jill A. Dunn ’93, 
John F. Queenan ’96, Professor 
Rosemary Queenan.

Connect  
Online with 
Classmates 

Stay connected to your  
classmates and friends  
and Albany Law School;  
register by visiting  
www.albanylaw.edu/alumni, 
and click on Online Alumni 
Community.

Register and:
•	 Search for your classmates 
•	 Update your information
•	 Submit class notes
•	 Register for alumni events
•	 Make a gift to the Albany 

Law School Fund online

Want online help?

Contact Ariane Garwood, 
Alumni Affairs Associate  
at 518-445-3220 or  
agarw@albanylaw.edu.

2009 Travel 
Program
California’s Wine Country:  
July 10–16, 2009
Featuring San Francisco, Napa 
and Sonoma Valley 
$2,749 per person rate, double

Southern Italy & Sicily:  
October 29–November 8, 2009
Featuring Taormina, Amalfi 
Coast and Rome
$3,699 per person rate, double

Contact Christina Sebastian, 
Director of Alumni Affairs  
at cseba@albanylaw.edu or  
518-445-3361 to learn more.
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Across
1. 	 Stoneman chair holder
4. 	 Prof. Preiser or Halewood 
10.	 Federal withholding on  

your 1040
11.	 Closest to the moon’s center 

while orbiting
12.	 Carbohydrates, scientifically
13.	 Can hold no more
14.	 Spontaneous comedy
16.	A cademic CEO
18.	 December gift-giving surname
19.	 Engl. as second language
21.	 Parts of a course
22.	 You pass this to practice law
24.	A lbany Law co-founder with  

55 across
26.	 Belonging to Ferragamo
30.	 Think about it; sleep ___  ___.
32.	 Retired acronym for  

Albany Law 
33.	 Russian river
34.	 Uses gas and road
35.	 It leads to OPQR
36.	 Gershwin and Prof. Bloom
37.	 The field for lawyers
41.	 UHA member
43.	 By land or ____
45.	 Iron ____
46.	 Gabrielli ____ Court Competition
48.	A  civil action
49.	 The court system
52.	 Serve again, in tennis
53.	 Class for lawyers
54.	 NALP’s Directory of Legal 

Employers
55.	 Co-founder of this School,  

with 24 across

Down
1.	 Fast-food chain
2.	A  measure of time
3.	 Guernsey
4.	 Spanish conjunction for  

contrast
5.	 Enterprise Resource  

Multi-Value
6.	 File format for images
7.	A void
8.	 The _____ of law
9.	 Tilt
11.	A lumnus who chairs  

Time Warner
15.	 Part of an immune response
17.	 Your law school location
18.	 Where law students first  

practice
20.	 Prof. David _____
23.	 More people than Europe
25.	 Prof. Dale _____
27.	L aw school association
28.	 Master’s for lawyers
29.	 Identifying no.
31.	 Camera legs
35.	 Katherine, to friends
37.	A dvocate
38.	A n early creator of legal  

education
39.	 Disney’s mermaid
40.	L iteral interpretation of law
41.	 Magazine covering  

management theory
42.	L egal forum
43.	 Not tight
44.	 Supreme Court Judge Bastow, 

Class of ’19
47.	 Transitional Ind. Living Plan

The Albany Law School Crossword

Answers can be found at www.albanylaw.edu/crossword

Who are they? Answers 
from the last issue. 

< Lillian S. Friedman ’58, 
William R. Holzapfel ’58, 
Harrison F. Turner ’58 
and William E. Henry ’58

< David S. Rothenberg ’84, 
Sharon K. Rogler Tromp 
’84 and Theodore (Ted) 
P. Robinson ’84 

The first five alumni to correctly 
name anyone in either photo 
win an Albany Law School cap.  
The first two to correctly name 
all in either photo, including 
graduation year, win a Law 
School sweatshirt.

Submit your answers to 
Christina Sebastian, Director of 
Alumni Affairs, at 518-445-3361 
or cseba@albanylaw.edu.

?
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Mimi Netter, left, with the Society’s executive director Lillian Moy.

Legal Aid Society Honors Netter ’72 
with New Ruth Miner ’20 Award

The Legal Aid Society of Northeastern New York inaugurated a 
new award—the Ruth Miner Award—to celebrate its 85th year. 
Miner, who graduated Albany Law in 1920, was the Society’s first 
attorney when it opened its doors in 1923. 

The award was given to Miriam “Mimi” Netter ’72 at the 
Society’s “Justice with Jazz” event June 5, 2008. Netter served on 
the Society’s board starting in 1976 that led to her presidency 
from 1984-86. Netter worked with Pattison, Sampson, Ginsberg 
& Griffin for 18 years, and served as general counsel for 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Russell Sage, Upper Hudson 
Planned Parenthood and MapInfo Corp. 

The award honors Miner, who earned $50 a month for her 
part-time work for the Society, which was raised by passing a hat 
around at board meetings. Her secretary earned $12 a week, 
which was raised by collecting 25 cents from any client who could 
afford it. Today, 31 attorneys and 17 paralegals serve people in 
the region who struggle to access the legal system.

1949

Francis T. Longe is retired.  
He resides in Herkimer, N.Y., 
with his wife, Kathryn, and  
has one son, one daughter and 
three grandsons.

Robert Winne is retiring  
after 50 years as counsel to the 
Village of Rhinebeck.

1954

Alan J. Gould of Pleasant Hill, 
Calif., volunteers his time for 
veterans with claims before  
the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
Veteran Claims.

1959

Louis T. Brindisi has been  
certified as a member of the 
Multi-Million Dollar Advocates 
Forum. To be a member one 
must have acted as principal 
counsel in at least one case  
that has resulted in a multi- 
million dollar verdict, award or 
settlement.  

1965

Peter V. 
Coffey, 
Englert 
Coffey 
McHugh & 
Fantauzzi, 
LLP, has 

been elected chair of the Real 
Property Law Section of the 
New York State Bar Association.

Eugene L. Nicandri has been 
asked by New York Governor 
David Paterson to serve as  
a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the New York Power 
Authority. 

1966

Hon. Frederic B. Rodgers was 
recently elected as chair-elect of 
the National Judicial College’s 
(NJC) Board of Trustees. 
Rodgers, a judge in Colorado’s 
First Judicial District since 
appointment by the governor in 
1987, will become chair in June 
of 2009.  

1970

Michael J. Tommaney has been 
named partner at the law firm of 
Tully Rinckey PLLC in Albany, 
N.Y.

1971

Richard A. Hanft will lead 
Albany, N.Y.-based firm Tully 
Rinckey PLLC’s new municipal 
law practice area.

1972

Miriam M. Netter received 
the Inaugural Ruth Miner ’38 
Award from the Legal Aid 
Society of Northeastern New 
York on June 5, 2008.

Brian Starer has joined the 
global law firm of Squire, 
Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P. as 
partner in its New York office.

Dale M. Thuillez, special  
counsel to the law firm of 
Thuillez, Ford, Gold, Butler & 
Young, LLP, Albany, N.Y., has 
been appointed to the board  
of directors of the Tech Valley 
School Foundation.  



4545

1974

Karen J. Lewis has been named 
the assistant director of the 
American Law Division at the 
Congressional Research Service, 
in Washington, D.C.

1975

Courtenay W. Hall, a Saratoga 
County Family Court judge, 
announced plans to run for  
re-election in November 2008 
to a second 10-year term.  

Hon. Thomas J. Vilsack was 
designated by Harvard 
University’s Institute of Politics 
as a Resident Fellow at the 
Kennedy School of Government 
for the fall semester.

1976

Hon. W. Dennis Duggan, 
Albany County Family Court 
judge, was recently named 
Family Court Judge of the Year 
by the New York State Family 
Court Judges Association. 

Christine C. Kopec is working 
at Skidmore College, focusing 
on academic, administrative law/ 
regulatory and government law.

William G. Todd is a principal 
at McKool Smith, P.C., New 
York, N.Y.

1977

Terence A. Zemetis has been 
nominated for a seat on the 
Connecticut Superior Court 
bench by Gov. M. Jodi Rell.  
He is president of the Meriden, 
Conn., law firm of Delaney 
Zemetis & Triplett, where he 
has worked since 1977.

1978

Katherine H. Wears has been 
named associate dean of the 
Clarkson University School of 
Business. She will be leaving her 
position of corporation counsel 
for the city of Ogdensburg, N.Y., 
which she has held since 1980.

1979

Jeffrey R. Armstrong has been 
named a partner at Whiteman 
Osterman & Hanna, LLP, 
Albany, N.Y.

Thomas G. Butler was listed  
in the 2008 Who’s Who in Tax 
& Bankruptcy Law. He is a  
certified public accountant and 
attorney and is tax partner and 
Long Island tax practice leader 
at Grant Thornton’s Melville, 
N.Y., office.

1980

Martin J. Barrington has been 
named executive vice president, 
chief compliance officer and chief 
administrative officer at Altria 
Group, Inc. Altria is the parent 
company of Philip Morris.

Carl Copps was promoted to 
special counsel at the New  
York State Worker’s Compen-
sation Board.

Edward B. Downey opened a 
new practice in Norwich, N.Y., 
after 26 years in the insurance 
business. 

Maureen Henegan has been 
named one of the 50 Most 
Influential Women in Irish  
Voice magazine. 

Barry Brown ’69 has been dead 
for 16 years. At the time of his 
death, he held numerous records, 
including the American masters 
for the marathon at 2:15 in 
1984, as well as holding records 
for the 8k, 10k, half-marathon, 
and 20-mile race. 

This year he earned another 
record when his son, Darren, a 
senior at the University of Texas, 
ran the mile in under four min-
utes, making Barry and Darren 
the first U.S. father-son team  
to break the four-minute mile. 

Darren’s race in April put 
Barry Brown’s name back in the 
running news across the country, 
retelling the sad story of Brown’s 
achievement and impact on  
the running world for 20 years, 
while entangling himself in 
financial messes that eventually 
led to suicide.

“I’m just so happy for my 
father, that I can honor him one 
more time,” Darren Brown told 
the Austin American-Statesman 
after his Texas relay race where 
he logged in at 3 minutes,  
59.99 seconds. (Brown has since 
broke this record with a time  
of 3:58 in Dublin, Ireland.)
Brown was seven-years-old when 
his father died.  

Barry Brown was famous for 
running 100-plus miles every week 
for decades, through injuries 
and bad health. Brown was a core 
part of the Florida Track Club, 
where the nation’s running 
boom started in the early ’70s. 

Olympic gold medal legend 
Frank Shorter told Newsday that 
“bad breaks and bad timing” 
kept Brown off the Olympic 
team, not talent. 

Barry Brown’s Running Records 
Continue to Grow—Posthumously

About 300 people from 
around the country walked a  
lap of a Gainesville track in  
his tribute after his funeral. 
Another group ran a trail near 
Lake George—Black Mountain 
Point—to scatter his ashes, as  
he requested. 

These were running friends 
from whom Brown funded 
some business deals through  
his company Equity Planning 
Services. These propositions, as 
an insurance agent and investor, 
sometimes came to fruition,  
but also collapsed. 

Darren Brown carries a 
bookmark that has a photo of 
his dad. He drinks from a coffee 
mug with his dad’s photo, and 
carries a list of all his father’s 
track records. “I want to beat 
every one of them,” Brown has 
said. “I know my father’s best 
times were in his 30s. I plan to 
stay in the race.” –DS

Barry Brown on  
the cover of the March 1991 
Runner’s World. He took his life 
the following year. This year he’s 
back in the news with a new record. 
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Lawrence A. Siegel has been 
included in Who’s Who in Tax 
& Bankruptcy Law for 2008.  
He  is a partner at Davidow 
Davidow Siegel & Stern LLP in 
Islandia, N.Y.

Jamie A. Woodward has been 
named the New York State 
Taxation and Finance Executive 
Deputy Commissioner.

1982

Timothy A. Barker has joined 
First Republic Bank, a subsidiary 
of Merrill Lynch, as senior  
managing director in New  
York, N.Y.  

Richard A. Kaplan has been 
named a vice president of the 
America-Israel Chamber of 
Commerce Chicago (AICC).  
He is a trial lawyer with  
Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione, 
Chicago, Ill.

1983

William J. Delaney is an  
attorney at Reavis Cianciolo 
LLC, Providence, R.I. He is also 
an adjunct professor at Roger 
Williams University School  
of Law where he has published  
several articles in the Law Review.

Timothy J. Fennell was elected 
to serve as member-at-large on 
the New York State Bar 
Association’s executive committee. 
He practices at Amdursky  
Pelky Fennell & Wallen PC in 
Syracuse, N.Y.

Joan Leary, New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation, has been elected 
chair of the Environmental  
Law Section of the New York 
State Bar Association.

Louis W. Pierro has been 
selected for inclusion in the 
New York Area’s Best Lawyers.

issuing any order of custody. 
No resources were allocated 
for the family court to comply 
with these new laws—certainly 
not any new judges to handle 
the increase in case load. 
Learning how to keep your 
head above water has real 
meaning for a family court 
judge,” Duggan said.

Judge Duggan is a graduate 
of the University of Notre 
Dame and a 1976 graduate  
of Albany Law School. He is  
a past president of the New 
York State Family Court 
Judges Association and the 
Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts, New 
York Chapter. He has served 
on the boards of the American 
Judges Association and the 
American Judicature Society.  
He is currently a trustee of the 
National Council of Juvenile 
and Family Court Judges. 

–DS

N.Y. Family Court Judges Name Duggan  
Judge of the Year

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

W. Dennis Duggan ’76 sits at 
the bench in Albany County 
Family Court from 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m. at least four days a week, 
often without a lunch break. 
Before and after his bench time, 
he writes decisions and weeds 
through requests for adjourn-
ments, and case-related reports 
from agencies, psychologists, 
attorneys and others. Almost all 
of that work is done at home.     

His docket is always over-
flowing. Then there are the 
walk-ins, like an arraignment on 
a warrant, or applications for 
emergency orders of protection. 
Fourteen years on the bench has 
earned Duggan the first Family 
Court Judge of the Year desig-
nation by the New York State 
Family Court Judges Association. 

“This is a great job,” Judge 
Duggan said like someone who 
just started the position. “You can 
save a kid, you can turn lives 
around. There’s a lot of failure in 
Family Court but the occasional 
successes make it all worth it.” 

Since his start, Duggan has 
watched his caseload double. 
That means less time to spend 

on each case, and longer waits 
before parents and children can 
have their cases heard. 

“And at the same time the 
cases have become much harder 
to resolve,” Duggan said. “Half 
my custody cases involve parents 
who never married, and often 
never lived together. We try to 
glue something back together 
that’s good for the child, but 
often there’s not a lot of material 
to work with.”

A trial that lasts two weeks 
means that several hundred other 
cases will await his attention to 
another time. In noting the  
difference between criminal 
court and family court, Duggan 
described a drug trial he presided 
over. “It struck me that in the 
time another teenager was  
adjudicated a criminal and sent 
by me to prison, I would have 
had the chance to help 200  
families in family court.”  

For all the good parts of the 
job, Duggan feels troubled by 
the caseloads carried by every 
judge across the state. “Not only 
does each judge deal with more 
cases every year, the process has 
become more complicated and 
time consuming. The number  
of Family Court judges in New 
York—just under 150—has 
remained almost stagnant for 
the last 20 years.”

“For example,” Duggan said, 
“they now have family offense 
jurisdiction over cases involving 
persons involved in ‘intimate 
relations,’ meaning boyfriends 
and girlfriends. We are required 
to check the domestic violence 
registry, criminal history records 
and the sex abuse registry before 

Dennis Duggan ’76

“Half my custody 
cases involve  
parents who never 
married, and  
often never lived 
together. We try 
to glue something 
back together  
that’s good for the 
child, but often 
there’s not a lot  
of material to  
work with.”
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“I wanted to be a lawyer 
when I was 10 years old,” 
said David Caruso ’76.  
“I don’t know why. I  
just knew I wanted to be 
one.” And so it was. 

For more than two 
decades Caruso has been 
working side by side with 
Christine Daniels ’81 at  
the Golub Corporation, 
overseeing the legal work 
needed to run 118 Price 
Chopper Supermarkets 
which operates with  
25,000 employees in six 
northeastern states. 

“We pretty much  
handle every aspect of  
law you can think of,”  
said Daniels, explaining  
that it is this diversity  
in the work that makes  
her love her job. 

The legal issues facing  
the company include real estate, 
employment law, government 
regulatory issues, environmental 
law, anti-trust compliance,  
intellectual property, consumer 
protection, general liability 
issues and employee benefits.  
What has helped to keep things 
fresh over the years is that 
Daniels and Caruso have swapped 
responsibilities from time to 
time. For example, where 
Caruso used to be primarily 
responsible for the real estate 
work, now Daniels handles it. 
Where Daniels used to manage 
litigation, now Caruso is in 
charge of it.  

Still in growth mode, the 
company builds or acquires two 
to four stores a year. Daniels is 
currently doing the legal work 

Caruso and Daniels Provide Legal Engine 
For Price Chopper Since ’80s

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

for the construction of the  
company’s new Schenectady 
headquarters, a $27-million 
building being built as part of 
the New York State Brownfield 
Program. She also drafts and 
assists in the negotiation of  
store leases, as well as leases for 
the in-store banks and other 
corporate tenants. 

Since the Golub Corporation 
is self-insured for general liability, 
Caruso manages a staff of four 
in-house claims adjusters who 
handle the customer accidents 
that come with the territory in  
the supermarket business. On 
the regulatory front, Caruso, 
who is the registered lobbyist for 
the company, is looking to allow 
N.Y. state supermarkets to sell 
wine, and to shift the point for 

recycling beverage 
containers away 
from the retailer. 
“On the federal 
level, implement-
ing country-of- 
origin labeling is a 
big issue now,” 
Caruso said. “The 
federal law which 
became effective  
at the end of 
September 2008 
requires retailers 
to notify customers 
of the identity of 
the country where 
fresh meat and 
produce are raised 
or produced. We 
sell fresh product 
from several  
continents so we 
can provide the 
products our  

customers want all year round. 
However, at certain points in the 
year we may have grapes from 
California and Chile or tomatoes 
from Mexico and Florida in the 
store at the same time. Keeping 
the required signs and records 
accurate is a challenge.”

Intellectual property does not 
come to mind when one thinks 
of a supermarket company. 
However, Golub Corporation 
has applied for a business method 
patent for the system they use  
to process checks at the register. 
“Of course, our major intellec-
tual property matter is the  
protection of the Price Chopper 
trademark,” Daniels said, noting 
that Golub has had a federal 
registration for it since the  
company changed the name of 

its stores from Central Markets 
in 1973. 

“Bill Kenneally, Golub 
Corporation’s general counsel, 
has confidence in our ability  
to do our jobs,” said Daniels. 
The three attorneys make up  
the entire legal department.  
“We handle very complicated 
deals in house and use outside 
counsel when necessary.” 

Their Beginnings

After graduating from Albany 
Law, Daniels worked for Fairlee, 
Armstrong and Cooper in 
Schenectady. She also represented 
the town of Niskayuna planning 
and zoning boards. Caruso 
worked for a company in 
Newark, N.J., before returning 
to the region for good. Both 
touted the company’s policy 
that encourages community  
service. Daniels is chair of the 
Schenectady Salvation Army 
Advisory Board, was board  
president of Girls Inc. of the 
Greater Capital Region and 
chaired Niskayuna’s zoning 
board. Caruso’s volunteer list is 
long as well, highlighted by his 
past service as vice chair of the 
Capital District YMCA and  
current service as the chair of 
the Community Hospice.

“As a kid I probably wanted 
to be in the courtroom as a  
litigator,” Caruso said. “But this 
is a good place to be a lawyer. 
We have a client who wants to 
do the right thing. It’s great.”  

–DS

Christine Daniels ’81 and David Caruso ’76
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1984

Maureen Brady has been  
promoted to regional attorney 
of the Region 9 office of the 
N.Y.S. Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. She lives 
with her husband and two  
children in Buffalo, N.Y.

Timothy E. 
Casserly, 
Burke & 
Casserly, 
P.C., has 
been elected 
chair of the 

Elder Law Section of the New 
York State Bar Association.

Carol A. Hyde, a founding 
partner of Iseman, Cunningham, 
Riester & Hyde, LLP, a law firm 
with offices in Poughkeepsie and 
Albany, was elected the firm’s 
first managing partner at the 
partners’ annual planning retreat 
in January 2008.  

1985

Elaine 
Crosson has 
been named 
vice presi-
dent for legal 
services and 
University 

counsel at Long Island University 
in Brookville, N.Y. 

Thomas W. Peterson and 
Alison C. Thomas ’98 have 
formed Peterson & Thomas, 
P.C. in Round Lake, N.Y.  
The firm is a general practice 
law firm which concentrates  
in estates, litigation (state  
and federal), real estate and 
municipal law.

Ed J. Thompson is the first 
African-American to serve as head 
of the state attorney general’s 
regional office in Syracuse. He 

was named to the post by state 
Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo ’82. 

1986

Geoffrey E. Stein continues to 
be a full-time painter in New 
York, N.Y., and is represented  
at The Cynthia Corbett Gallery. 
He and his wife, Patricia A. 
Poglinco ’86 recently celebrated 
their 19th wedding anniversary.

1987

Michelle S. Marcus has been 
appointed to the position of 
administrative law judge for the 
Social Security Administration. 
She will serve in its Albany, N.Y., 
office of Disability Adjudication 
and Review. 

Margaret C. Tabak was elected 
to the Board of Directors of the 
Albany County Bar Association. 

1988

Dr. Alan L. Baum has been 
appointed principal of Ward 
Melville High School in East 
Setauket, N.Y.  

1989

Janine Daniels Rivera, assistant 
Medicaid inspector general for 
health, and an attorney in the 
state Office of the Medicaid 
Inspector General, was admitted 
to practice before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Cynthia A. Platt became the 
first recipient of the Kimberly A. 
Troisi-Paton Leadership Award, 
presented by the Capital District 
Women’s Bar Association. 

1990

Jon A. Dorf, The Dorf Law 
Firm, LLP, was recently  
honored with the prestigious 
2008 “Pace Setter” Award. This 
award, sponsored, in part, by 
Pace Law School, honors his 

overall excellence in professional 
and community work, and 
prominence in the Westchester, 
N.Y., area legal profession.

Margaret 
Surowka 
Rossi has 
joined the 
Albany  
office of 
Hiscock & 

Barclay, LLP as of counsel.

1991

Brian E. Ferguson, partner in 
Weil Gotshal’s patent litigation 
practice—specializing in high 
technology patent disputes in 
Washington, D.C.—has been 
named one of IP Law & Business’ 
“Top 50 IP People Under 45.”

1992

Robert A. Heverly has accepted 
a professor of law visitorship 
position at Michigan State 
University’s College of Law 
beginning in January.  

Kevin P. Quinn has been 
named a partner at Whiteman 
Osterman & Hanna, LLP in 
Albany.

1993

Kathryn Clune has been named 
one of the “Top 50 IP People 
Under 45” by American Lawyer 
magazine.

Jacqueline 
Phipps 
Polito has 
been named 
a partner in 
the law firm 
of Phillips 

Lytle LLP in Buffalo, N.Y.

Alexander A. Preiser has been 
appointed president of Real 
Estate for Quintess, The 
Leading Residences of the 
World, in Broomfield, Colo. 

1994

Michelle L. 
Haskin is  
the new  
president of 
the Capital 
District 
Women’s Bar 

Association. She is a principal 
with McNamee, Lochner, Titus 
& Williams P.C. in Albany, N.Y.

Joseph T. Johnson was named 
a partner at the New York,  
N.Y., law firm of Eaton & Van 
Winkle LLP, where he specializes 
in commercial litigation. 

Matthew R. Mager was featured 
in Real Estate Weekly magazine 
as managing director of Besen 
Retail, a budding retail division 
of Besen & Associates. He also 
serves as general counsel to the 
Besen Companies.

Jill R. Muratori recently joined 
Barrett Associates as its new vice 
president and counsel.

Kathy Ann Wolverton is  
personnel director for the city  
of Oneonta, N.Y.

Debra Zeschke Kathman is 
director of planned giving at 
The Madeira School, a girls’ 
boarding and day school in 
McLean, Va.

1995

Jessie A. Aitcheson is the new 
president of the Columbia 
County Bar Association.  

Kathleen A. Boland is an  
assistant attorney general for the 
New York Attorney General 
Andrew Cuomo’s ’82 Medicaid 
Fraud Unit.

Robert M. Gach, partner with 
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna 
LLP, has been named to the  
“40 Under Forty” list by the 
Capital District’s Business Review.
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Kenneth A. Rosenberg has 
been elected as partner with Fox 
Rothschild LLP in Roseland, 
N.J. He was also named “40 
under 40” by the New Jersey 
Law Journal and was nominated 
by New Jersey’s Super Lawyers 
as “Rising Star.” 

1996

John M. 
Bagyi has 
been named 
deputy  
managing 
attorney of 
the Albany 

office of Bond, Schoeneck & 
King, PLLC.

Bonnie S. 
Baker, an 
associate  
with the 
Albany law 
firm of Deily, 
Mooney  

& Glastetter LLP has been 
appointed as chair of the Com-
mittee on Consumer Bankruptcy 
of the American Bar Associa-
tion’s Section of Business Law.

Janet Schwarzenegger has  
been recognized in Columbia 
County, N.Y., media outlets  
as serving as a law guardian,  
representing children in  
juvenile delinquency, custody 
and other cases.

Richard A. Sherman has 
accepted a position as  
administrative law judge with 
the Office of Hearings and 
Mediation Services for the 
N.Y.S. Department of Environ- 
mental Conservation. 

David H. Verbraska has been 
appointed vice president for 
Worldwide Public Affairs  
and Policy at Pfizer Inc., New 
York, N.Y.

With an electric engineering 
degree, Brian Ferguson ’91 can 
argue tech-related IP issues at 
the savviest level for giants like 
Seagate, Sprint and National 
Semiconductor, commanding 
knowledge of complex semicon-
ductor integrated circuits, com-
puter hardware/software, and 
telecommunications technology. 

But the most visible case he 
won recently, which contributed 
to IP Law and Business naming 
him one of the top 50 IP lawyers 
under 45 (also, see Kathryn 
Clune’s ’93 class note on page 
48), ended with two rulings that  
jolted the paradigm for lawyers 
operating in the field. First, the 
Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit in D.C. changed the 
standard for proving willful 
infringement, raising the bar 
against “patent trolls” who, 
Ferguson explained, search for 
patents to assert with no intent 
other than to hold hostage  
companies attempting to com-
mercialize the technology. 

“The Court heard the case  
en banc—10 judges participated, 
and voted 100% in favor of our 
client,” Ferguson said, noting 
the significance for him. 

Equally significant, the Court 
also determined that the attorney-
client privilege waiver, when a 
defendant chose to rely on the 
advice-of-counsel defense to a 
claim of willful infringement, 
did not extend to trial counsel. 
Ferguson wrote about this case 
in the New York State Bar 
Association’s spring/summer ’08 
magazine, titled “Seagate Changes 
the Equation.” 

Practicing law didn’t occur to 
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Ferguson’s Work Rewires a Few Standards

Ferguson until late in his junior 
year at Union College, when a 
professor talked about alternative 
professions for electrical engineers. 

“I’ve always enjoyed the 
English classes—reading, writing 
and other non-technical sub-
jects—but wasn’t able to take 
many as an engineering major,” 
Ferguson recalled. “So I took 
the LSATS, did pretty well, and 
started applying to law schools.”

From law school he took a 
job at a boutique IP firm in 
D.C., Brinks Hofer. “There 
were 16 of us, and we all left 
together to launch the IP  
practice in D.C. for McDermott 
Will & Emery. “Yes, you can 
imagine it caused commotion  
at the time.” After 12 years 
there, he moved with 10 other 
attorneys to Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges earlier this year. 

Ferguson described another 
case of his that resulted in a 
landmark decision over the 
rights to a patent between 
Boston Scientific Scimed and 
his client Medtronic Vascular, 
Inc. Both filed for a similar  

The Court also 
determined that 
the attorney-
client privilege 
waiver, when a 
defendant chose 
to rely on the 
advice-of-counsel 
defense to a 
claim of willful 
infringement,  
did not extend to 
trial counsel.

patent simultaneously, so 
Boston Scientific tried to buy 
the patent in a foreign market  
to claim rights to the patent 
domestically, he explained. “On 
appeal, we successfully showed 
that you can’t simply give a  
patent to the highest bidder.”

“The great thing about  
this kind of work, particularly 
since I work a lot on appeals,” 
Ferguson said, “is that it com-
bines cutting-edge technology 
with cutting-edge legal issues. I 
have to stay current on all this 
great stuff.” 

Ferguson, who grew up  
outside of Potsdam, N.Y., lives 
in Bethesda, Md., with his wife 
Audrey, an attorney-on-hiatus  
as a stay-at-home mother, and 
three young children all under 
age 7. –DS

Brian Ferguson ’91
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Traci A. Boris has been 
appointed legal counsel at  
St. Elizabeth Medical Center, 
Utica, N.Y.

Sarah L. Fifield has joined 
Silverberg Zalantis LLP in White 
Plains, N.Y., as of counsel.

John T. 
McManus 
joined the 
law firm of 
Harris Beach 
as a partner 
in the Albany 

office, thus expanding its Energy 
Industry Team and Environ-
mental Law Practice Group. 

L. Micha Ordway Jr. was elected 
membership in the firm of 
Green Seifter Attorneys PLLC.

Thomas Owens has been 
appointed to the Capital 
District Transportation 
Authority Board. He continues 
with his private practice and is 
part-time counsel to the Albany 
Port Commission.

Lisa S. 
Shreiber,  
a member 
with Cozen 
O’Connor’s 
downtown 
New York, 

N.Y. office, recently lectured 
on “Insurance Coverage for 
Food Liability Claims” for the 
American Conference Institute’s 
(ACI) Food-Borne Illness 
Litigation: Advanced Strategies 
for Managing and Defending 
Food Contamination Claims 
Conference.

1998

Alison C. Thomas and Thomas 
W. Peterson ’85 have formed 
Peterson & Thomas, P.C. in 
Round Lake, N.Y. The firm is a 
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Johnnette Traill ’92 talked about 
a case she prosecuted 14 years 
ago, while in the Homicide 
Investigations Bureau, involving 
a drunk driver who hit and 
killed two girls and their mother, 
injuring the father while the 
young brother watched. “Just 
talking about that still gives me 
goose bumps,” Traill said. 
“Those cases stand out. My job 
is far less dramatic now. But 
now we play a part in shaping 
the law.”

As Deputy Chief of the 
Queens County District 
Attorney’s Appeals Bureau for 
the past eight years, she’s focused 
on “saving the convictions.”  
Her success on this front has 
earned her the 2007 Thomas E. 
Dewey Medal, an award given 
each year by the New York City  
Bar Association to “the best  
prosecutor” in each of the City’s 
five boroughs. 

Traill’s list of victories are 
long at the federal level, the  
N.Y. Court of Appeals and the 
Appellate Division. “There are 
areas of law that have never 
been written on. There was a 
kidnap and rape trial,” she 
recalled, “and the judge had 
emergency medical issues in the 
middle of the trial. Can another 
judge step in? I argued yes,  
that there was no law to prevent 
a new judge. The Court of 
Appeals had to make law.” 

Offering Traill a defendant 
or victim’s name jarred her 
memory instantly, regardless of 
the years that passed. “They  
all mean something,” she said. 
“Even non-violent crimes, like 
stealing items from inside your 

car, even that affects you, invades 
your space.” 

Traill moved from the island 
of Jamaica in 1981 to Queens. 
She attended Hamilton College, 
took a year off to work and then 
went to Albany Law and back to 
Queens. “I love Queens,” she 
said. “The Queens D.A.’s office 
was my first choice.”    

At that office she’s moved 
through the bureaus of Intake, 
Domestic Violence, Narcotics, 
Homicide Investigations, and 
finally to her current spot in the 
Appeals Bureau. 

“I manage a lot, but I also 
have my own caseload,” she 
said. “I love to write. In the 
Appeals Bureau, we also try to 
keep in touch with the victims, 
especially the families of homi-
cide victims. Most defendants 
appeal, so we keep the families 

informed of the status of the 
appeal. Imagine if they learn 
about an overturned conviction 
from a newspaper article.”

Traill and members of her 
bureau also advise on homicide, 
domestic violence and special 
victims cases and others. “While 
the trial prosecutor focuses on 
trying the case, we offer legal 
advice in order to limit appeal-
able issues after any conviction.”

Traill has visited Albany Law 
four years in a row—before her 
daughter was born last year—to 
recruit students. She also keeps  
a fondness for the teachings of 
professors Michael Hutter and 
Jack Welch. 

“I always wanted to work in 
public service, and Albany Law 
School prepared me well for this 
work,” Traill said. 

–DS

Traill, in Appeal Bureau, Chooses Shaping 
Law after Prosecuting Homicides

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

Johnnette Traill ’92, holding her Thomas E. Dewey Medal with 
Queens District Attorney Richard Brown. The photo appeared in 
New York’s Daily News.
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general practice law firm which 
concentrates in Estates, Litigation 
(State and Federal), Real Estate 
and Municipal Law.

Kathleen M. Toombs and  
her business partner, Christina 
Meier, founded Toombs & 
Meier, PLLC with the express 
purpose of focusing on Elder 
Law. The firm is located in 
Schenectady, N.Y.

1999

Barry E. Breen has joined the 
London office of Sidley Austin 
LLP as counsel in the Invest-
ment Funds, Advisers and 
Derivatives practice.

Lynn Coles-Zaklukiewicz is an 
associate at Morris & McVeigh 
LLP, Albany. She was recently 
featured as an “Up & Comer” 
in the Albany Times Union.

Ian S. MacDonald has  
joined the firm of Daniels and 
Porco LLP.

Jennifer M. McDonnell has 
joined the New Hartford, N.Y., 
branch of the Estate Planning 
Law Center. She is the director 
of legal services, focusing on 
estate and trust administration 
and special needs.

Patrick M. Sheehan has been 
named the head of business 
development at the Ulster 
County Development Corp.

2000

Catherine Hedgeman has  
been named to the board of the 
Albany-based Community 
Foundation for the Greater 
Capital Region.

John R. Vero has been named  
a partner in the Albany firm  
of Couch White LLP in its 
commercial transactions and  
litigation practice groups.

Ready to transition to the private 
sector after working directly with 
N.Y. Governor Mario Cuomo 
for almost six years, David 
Verbraska ’96 got a once- in-a-
lifetime invitation to work at 
The White House.  

“For two years, I worked full-
time for Gov. Cuomo while in 
law school full time,” Verbraska 
said. “I’d run from the Capitol 
to class, and then back to the 
Capitol. The great part was that 
both experiences fed each other, 
the classes and the job. It was  
an amazing experience that 
demonstrated the real-word 
application of legal training, but 
I didn’t sleep. After graduating 
from law school, I figured my 
public service was done.”

Despite this feeling, Verbraska 
couldn’t turn down the oppor-
tunity to service in the Clinton 
Administration. “Law school 
ended, the Governor’s term was 
up, I was 29, so how could I 
resist. Working in the East Wing 
of The White House was an 
everyday thrill.”

Fast forward from his D.C. 
experience, Verbraska applied 
his legal education in a variety 
of private sector experiences.  
During the next eight years, in 
rapid-fire succession, he practiced 
law at Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, 
Edelman & Dicker, served as 
lobbying director for the New 
York City Partnership, at the time 
chaired by Time Warner chair 
Richard Parsons ’71, and was  
in corporate communications 
leadership positions at Delta Air 
Lines and Cardinal Health.    

“It’s been quite a journey and 
every step of the way I learned 

A Winding Path from Lawyer  
to the White House to Pfizer

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

and grew,” Verbraska said of his 
climb to vice president of world-
wide public affairs and policy  
at Pfizer, the world’s largest 
pharmaceutical company with 
$48 billion in revenue last year. 

“Regulators across the globe 
hold the fate of public health 
and the pharmaceutical indus-
try in their hands,” Vebraska 
explained. “My team operates in 
more than 50 countries because 
we have to be able to work with 
all of them, respond instantly  
to public criticism, explain the 
science, promote innovation, and 
ensure that drug risk is commu-
nicated in balance with benefit.”

“Rumors and false information 
spread like a virus, practically 
instantly,” Verbraska described. 
“And the world is no longer 
small so what happens in India 
can impact our business in the 
United States, Germany and 
Brazil.” He cited rival-Merck’s 
withdrawal of Vioxx, a house-
hold name now, to show the 
depth of damage unexpected 
issues can create. “While we do 
manage a lot of crises, there is 
plenty of time for thoughtful 
proactive work to improve  

medical innovation and access 
worldwide.”  

The global nature of Pfizer’s 
business keeps Verbraska on the 
road often, spending, for instance, 
three weeks in July traveling to 
Japan, China and Australia. 
“Learning the regulations of 
diverse nations,” said Verbraska, 
“and negotiating with foreign 
governments has been rewarding.”  

Does law school matter now?
Verbraska believes that a 

legal education has been crucial 
to his success in corporate affairs 
despite not practicing law directly. 
“In law school you learn so 
much about so many disciplines 
that you can broadly under-
stand business from a variety of 
perspectives. And the analytical 
way of thinking, the writing and 
verbal communication skills, are 
useful every day.”  

He told the story of working 
with outside counsel on a  
billion-dollar acqusition that 
was facing legal challenges while 
the communications director at 
Cardinal Health. “One of the 
partners said to me after the deal 
closed, ‘You really get this stuff, 
maybe you should think about 
becoming a lawyer.’ I laughed.” 

Verbraska lives with his wife 
and two children ages 8 and 11 
in Bergen County, N.J. 

–DS

“Rumors and  
false information  
spread like a  
virus, practically 
instantly.”

David Verbraska ’96
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Timothy P. Welch has joined 
Phillips Lytle, LLP as an associate 
in its Rochester and Buffalo 
offices’ litigation practice.

2001

John R. 
Higgitt was 
presented 
with the 
Distinguished 
Young 
Alumni 

Award by the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Association. 

2002

Elsie J. Chun has joined the 
N.Y.S. Department of Health, 
Office of Governmental & 
External Affairs, as legislative 
counsel. 

Amy. J. 
Maggs joined 
the Albany 
office of 
Hiscock & 
Barclay, LLP 
as of counsel. 

Maggs focuses her practice in 
the area of trusts and estates and 
currently acts as associate counsel 
for the Judiciary Committee in 
the NewYork State Assembly. 

Tara Anne Pleat has become  
a partner in the law firm of 
Jones Wilcenski & Pleat PLLC. 
She was recently featured as an 
“Up & Comer” in the Albany 
Times Union.

Jeremy H. 
Speich was 
awarded an 
LL.M. in 
Taxation 
from the 
New York 

University School of Law in 
January of 2008. He is currently 
an associate with the law firm of 
McNamee, Lochner, Titus & 

Williams, P.C. in Albany, N.Y., 
and is a member of the firm’s 
Business and Tax Department.

Derrek Thomas has joined the 
Oneida Indian Nation’s Legal 
Department. He will represent 
the Nation and its enterprises 
and affiliates in commercial and 
governmental matters.

2003

Christopher R. Bombardier,  
of Patricia Lynch Associates,  
has been named one of the  
“40 Under Forty” by the Capital 
District’s Business Review.

Lisa M. Bonacci has recently 
been promoted to deputy  
counsel for the New York State 
Liquor Authority.

Jeanique Greene has been nom-
inated as a member of the State 
Liquor Authority. She is cur-
rently a senior court analyst with 
the Office of Court 
Administration, focusing on 
continuing legal education. Her 
appointment requires Senate 
confirmation.

Nicole M. Helmer has been 
accepted to the fall 2008 
Citizens’ FBI Academy in 
Albany, N.Y.

Meghann Hennigan-Cohen 
has joined the Law Offices of 
Shawn Flaherty in Albany, N.Y. 
She specializes in adoption, 
domestic violence, family and 
matrimonial law.

Kiley D. Scott was named  
partner at Tully Rinckey PLLC. 
He specializes in criminal law.

Lee M. Zeldin is running as  
a candidate in New York’s  
First Congressional District in 
November 2008. He is a  
former Army JAG captain and 
Iraq veteran. 

2004

Anthony J. Brindisi of Utica, 
N.Y., has been certified as a 
member of the Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum.

Sarah K. Delaney received the 
Outstanding New Lawyer 
Award from the Capital District 
Women’s Bar Association. 

Charles Z. 
Feldman  
has joined 
the Albany 
office of 
Hiscock & 
Barclay, LLP 

as an associate.

Andrew C. Fogarty has been 
hired as the director of govern-
ment affairs at The New York 
Health Plan Association.

Peter J. 
Glennon was 
a recipient  
of the Daily 
Record’s  
2008 Up and 
Coming 

Attorney Award in Rochester, 
N.Y. The award is given to 
attorneys who have distin-
guished themselves from their 
peers by demonstrating a strong 
commitment to the legal profes-
sion and the community. 

Barrett D. Mack was honored 
by the Capital District Women’s 
Bar Association with its Pro 
Bono Award in recognition of 
his commitment to pro bono 
legal services.

Heena Shaikh has been nomi-
nated by the Capital District 
Women’s Bar Association for 
the Women’s Bar Association of 
the State of New York’s 2008 
Doris S. Hoffman Outstanding 
New Lawyer Award. 

Rita M. Young has relocated 
her practice in Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y., due to significant growth. 
She specializes in criminal,  
matrimonial and family law, real 
estate and bankruptcy cases.

2005

Gina L. Decker joined Tully 
Rinckey PLLC, Albany, N.Y, as 
an associate attorney. She will 
focus her practice on federal  
and private sector employment 
discrimination law. 

Constantine “Gus” F. 
DeStefano, joined Tully 
Rinckey PLLC, Albany, N.Y. 
He will focus his practice in the 
fields of criminal, appellate, and 
family law. 

Joshua D. 
Hecht is an 
attorney  
with Caplan, 
Hecht and 
Mendel,  
LLC in New 

Haven, Conn. He practices in 
the areas of real estate, environ-
mental, hotel/restaurant, personal 
injury, estate planning and  
business law. He also serves on 
the executive board of the New 
Haven County Bar Association 
Young Lawyer Section and on 
the executive committee of the 
Connecticut Bar Association 
Young Lawyer Section.

2006

Brian D. Carr is an associate 
with Couch White LLP’s energy 
and litigation practice groups.

Michael E. Catania is an  
associate with Newburgh, N.Y., 
firm of Tarshis, Catania, Liberth, 
Mahon & Milligram PLLC.

Giovanna A. D’Orazio has 
been named an associate at the 
Albany law firm of Whiteman 
Osterman & Hanna LLP. 
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When Tim Miller ’01 arrived at 
his law firm’s office early one 
morning after a late night of 
work, the red voicemail light 
prompted new concerns: “What 
new fire do I have to put out 
this morning?” he remembered 
thinking. The message was  
from his girlfriend Heather,  
now his wife of six months: 
“She had listened to some of my 
old recordings and was telling 
me to drop everything and try 
to make it in music or else I’d 
always regret it.” 

In May 2008 Miller released 
his second CD, “Adelaide,” a 
series of 13 well-polished pop 
songs, mostly simple, lofty  
melodies that unravel intimate 
stories without tricks. While his 
full-time work now centers 
around his first passion—music— 
much of his time is not spent 
writing or playing, but building 
the business. 

A glance at his Web site 
shows a heavy touring schedule 
through many states to promote 
the CD. “I love performing. I 
love writing. But I’m building a 
business and it takes time,” said 
Miller. “Booking shows is brutal 
work. I reach out to a lot of 
clubs, send them music samples, 
point them to my online  
marketing material, and hope 
for a positive response.”  

At home in Dallas, Miller 
performs with his band. On  
the road he plays solo with his 
acoustic guitar to keep costs 
affordable. He uses “street teams” 
in major cities to pull people 
into the show. “About 100 people 
showed at the Hard Rock Café 
in Boston last week,” he said, 

citing a typical scenario. 
“It’s real hard to make a living 

like this. I have to be patient 
and keep working. It’s starting a 
business from the ground up.”  
Short of scoring a hit and 
ascending to the next level—or, 
as Miller would have it, skip-
ping the next five levels with a 
large hit—it’s about building a 
steady fan base. 

“The work ethic demanded 
of me from law school has helped 
get me this far,” he reasoned. 
“For example: after my first  
CD, I thought, ‘now what? I 
completed the CD, now how  
do I get it out there?’ The  
confidence to work through 
unfamiliar and somewhat  
daunting scenarios is something 
I acquired in law school.”

On another front, his legal 
training has helped him manage 
the umpteen contracts he finds 
himself signing. Recently he 
secured license deals with a  
few MTV shows, including 
“Real World,” “Road Rules,” 
“My Super Sweet 16” and “The 
Challenge.” While this doesn’t 
amount to much money, it can 
contribute to the fan base he 
needs to build, as well as generate 
radio play, downloads on iTunes, 
and other critical elements for 
pop success.

Raised in Clifton Park, N.Y., 
Miller, the son of Albany Law 
Trustee Robert Miller ’68,  
graduated Ithaca College, then 
enrolled in the four-year joint-
J.D./M.B.A. program with 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
“To make it through the four-
year program, I mainly sup-
pressed my music,” Miller said, 

Miller Postpones Law Firm Life, Rolls Dice 
on Music to Score a Hit…or Two
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Recently he 
secured license 
deals with a few 
MTV shows, 
including “Real 
World,” “Road 
Rules,” “My 
Super Sweet 
16” and “The 
Challenge.”

noting that he managed to write 
a bit, and perform around the 
Capital Region, particularly at 
the Elbo Room, a hang-out for 
his colleagues. 

After school he took a job 
with Bickel & Brewer, where  
he had previously worked as a 
summer intern. He spent time 
in the New York and Dallas 
offices, but it was Dallas where 
he met his future wife, deter-
mining his home-base in Texas. 

So at what point does 
Miller—with his marketable  
J.D. and M.B.A., and now 
newly married—trade in the 
dream for a steady day-job?

“At some point I might have 
to bow out gracefully,” Miller 
said, laughing. “There is a time 
limit.”  

Maybe so, but it’s doubtful 
that clock has started ticking 
just yet. –DS

Miller’s most recent release 
“Adelaide.”
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Courtney M. 
Merriman 
joined the 
Syracuse, 
N.Y., office 
of Hiscock & 
Barclay LLP 

as an associate in the real estate 
and financial institutions, and 
lending practice areas.

2007

Caroline B. Ahn will be work-
ing with Heslin Rothenberg 
Farley & Mesiti P.C. as a  
litigation attorney.

Matthew S. Blank has joined 
Lewis & Greer, PC, in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., as an  
associate attorney.

Rhonda M. Corcoran has 
joined Hancock & Estabrook, 
LLP in Syracuse, N.Y., as an 
associate.

Glinnesa D. Gailliard has 
received a two-year Equal Justice 
Fellowship funded by the Legal 
Aid Society of Northeastern 
New York and Greenberg 
Traurig for her “Owning is 
Power” program. This program’s 
mission is to assist low-income 
residents to obtain and maintain 
home ownership.

S. Jay Goodman has joined 
Couch White LLP, in Albany, 
N.Y., as an associate in its  
energy and environmental  
practice groups.

Jonathan E. Hansen has joined 
Girvin & Ferlazzo, P.C., in 
Albany, N.Y., as an associate. 
He will practice in the areas of 
civil litigation, labor & employ-
ment and education law.

Donald J. Hillmann is an  
associate at Couch White LLP, 
in Albany, N.Y., focusing  
on construction, commercial 
transactions and litigation.

Annette Hollis has been  
admitted to the Connecticut 
and New York State bars. She  
is an attorney with the firm  
of Bailey, Kelleher & Johnson  
in Albany, N.Y.

Stuart L. Kossar is an associate 
attorney with the New Windsor, 
N.Y., law firm of Drake, Loeb, 
Heller, Kennedy, Gogerty, Gaba 
& Rodd PLLC.

Catherine J. Kwan is a  
prosecutor in the Queens 
District Attorney’s office.

Ryan P. Mullahy will practice 
labor & employment and  
education law as an associate  
at Girvin & Ferlazzo, P.C., in 
Albany, N.Y.

William C. Robertson is 
employed by White & Case 
LLP in New York, N.Y.

Gravesite Memorial to Sustain Stoneman Legacy 

A memorial plaque was unveiled at Kate Stoneman’s gravesite 
in Albany Rural Cemetery, where the state’s first female admitted 
to the bar more than 120 years ago resides. Led by Mimi 
Netter ’72, a founding member of the Kate Stoneman Committee 
and a 1996 recipient of the Kate Stoneman Award, Netter 
conceived the concept and pursued funding for the memorial. 

The plaque reads: “Kate Stoneman was the first woman 
admitted to practice law in New York State. After training  
in a private firm, her application to join the bar was rejected 
because of her gender. She then successfully campaigned to 
amend the Code of Civil Procedure to permit the admission  
of qualified applicants without regard to gender or race. Her 
admission to the NYS Bar in 1886 paved the way for thousands 
of women and minorities who followed. Ms. Stoneman  
continued her legal education by attending Albany Law School 
and in 1898, became the first woman to graduate.” 

Kate Stoneman died on May 19, 1925, at the age of 84. 

2002

William Conboy III and  
Kelly Stuto were married on 
Sept. 29, 2007, in Albany, N.Y.

Ryan T. Donovan and his wife, 
Brooke, welcomed their son, 
Matthew Lansing Donovan on 
May 16, 2008.

Brandy B. (Tucker) Murphy 
and her husband, John,  
welcomed their son Connor 
Finnegan on March 11, 2007.

MARRIAGES, BIRTHS and Adoptions

2003

Matthew W. Hawkins and 
Caitlyn Brazill were married  
on August 29, 2008, in 
Aquebogue, N.Y.

2004

Ifshan “Ashu” Hayat and 
Robert W. Hobkirk were  
married March 23, 2008, in 
Gilbert, Ariz.

Julie N. Perez married  
Carmelo M. Laquidara on 
August 18, 2007, in Albany, N.Y.

2005

Meghan R. Keenholts and 
Doug Keenholts had a daughter, 
Ellie Knight, on April 27, 2007.

Noelle E. Lagueux-Alvarez  
and Juan Carlos Alvarez  
welcomed their first child, 
Christopher Aidan Alvarez on 
March 26, 2008.

2006

Jeffrey M. Hulbert and Pamela 
Toscano were married on Nov.  
9, 2007, in Valley Stream, N.Y.
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1932

Paul F. Eaton, Sr., a long-time 
Walton, N.Y., attorney and  
former mayor, passed away 
March 31, 2008. During World 
War II, he served as the chief 
enforcement officer in the 
Binghamton bureau of the U.S. 
Office of Price Administration. 
He had his private practice in 
Walton, N.Y. For a short time 
he was a partner of N.Y. State 
Supreme Court Justice Carl J. 
Mugglin and later counsel to his 
son Paul’s firm of Eaton Griffith 
& DeGroat. He is survived by 
two sons, five grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

1933

Albert 
Berkowitz of 
Granville, 
N.Y., passed 
away on 
March 5, 
2008. Upon 

graduation from Albany Law 
School he was selected to be a 
member of the Justinian 
Honorary Scholastic Society and 
received scholastic awards, 
including the Trustees Award 
for the highest marks in his 
senior year. He practiced law for 
over 70 years. Senator Berkowitz 
embarked on a long career of 
public service holding offices 
that ranged from Washington 
County district attorney to 
judge, and then serving in the 
N.Y. State Senate from 1957 to 
1965. He was later appointed 
chairman of the state Corrections 
Commission in 1974. He is  
survived by his wife of 73 years, 
Rena Solomon. They have five 

children, 12 grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren.

1938

Edmund L. Shea, retired state 
Supreme Court Justice, died  
May 8, 2008, at Claxton-
Hepburn Medical Center in 
Ogdensburg, N.Y.  Surviving  
are two daughters and their  
husbands, five sons and three 
daughters-in-law, 10 grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren.

1939

Burrel 
Samuels 
passed away 
on May 4, 
2008. During 
World War II 
he worked as 

an inspector for the Savage Arms 
Corporation. He established his 
own law firm in 1944. His son, 
Harris, became a partner with 
him in the Samuels & Samuels 
Law Firm in Utica, N.Y. He is 
survived by two children, two 
grandchildren and several nieces 
and nephews.

1942

Edgar 
Blumberg 
died on April 
30, 2008, in 
San Diego, 
Calif. He 
practiced law 

in Albany for 39 years, retiring 
as a partner from his firm in 
1984. He graduated as valedic-
torian from Albany Law School 
in 1942. He rose to the rank of 
major in the U.S. Army, serving 
in the antiaircraft division from 

INMemoriam
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1942 to 1946. He is survived by 
his wife of 53 years, Pearl 
Blumberg, two children, three 
grandchildren.

James T. 
Taaffe died 
on March 5, 
2008. He 
was a World 
War II Army 
Air Force vet-

eran, and spent 13 months as a 
prisoner of war in Germany. He 
was awarded the Purple Heart 
for wounds received. He worked 
for the Veterans Administration 
for his entire career. In retire-
ment, he helped resettle 
Vietnamese refugee families in 
Northern Virginia. He and his 
wife started and ran a meals 
ministry for Christ House in 
Arlington, Va., for 11 years. He 
is survived by his wife of 65 
years, Margaret Kinney Taaffe, 
seven children, 11 grandchil-
dren, two great-grandchildren, 
and two sisters.

1946

James C. Cooper died unex-
pectedly in North Carolina on 
Jan. 22, 2008. He served with 
the U.S. Army during World 
War II. He was a senior attorney 
with the State Controller’s 
Office, retiring after 20 years of 
service. He is survived by a sister-
in-law, Betty Cooper, and a 
brother-in-law, Maurice (Nancy) 
Lynch, and nieces and nephews. 

1947

Miller Fay Moran died on  
Sept. 21, 2008, at the Carthage 
Area Hospital. He graduated 
from Colgate University and 
then served as captain with the 
Army Air Corps during World 
War II. He practiced law in 
Carthage for many years retiring 
in the early 1980s. He was the 
attorney for the villages of 
Deferiet and Carthage and the 
town of Wilna. Surviving are  
his wife, Eleanor, a daughter and 
her husband, Susan and James 
Cervini, two granddaughters, a 
grandson, and five great grand-
children.

1948

James J. Lyons of Wappingers 
Falls, N.Y., passed away on June 
20, 2008. He was a veteran of 
World War II, having served  
in the Coast Guard. He had a 
private practice for many years 
in Wappingers Falls, Beacon  
and Poughkeepsie.  In addition, 
he serves as attorney to the 
Town of Wappinger, Village of 
Wappingers Falls Police Justice 
and Village Attorney.  He was 
class valedictorian and editor  
of the Albany Law Review. He 
was an avid outdoorsman who 
enjoyed hunting, hiking and 
fishing. He is survived by three 
children, four grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren, his  
sister and brother-in-law, three 
sisters-in-law and many nieces 
and nephews.  
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INMEMORIAM

1962

John R. Harder died on  
March 16, 2008. He was a U.S. 
Navy veteran and had practiced 
law, primarily in state govern-
ment, until his retirement from 
the State Office of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services  
in 1990. He is survived by his  
wife, Pamela, four children  
and nine grandchildren, also by 
two brothers and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

1976

Ellen (Kelly) 
Carol Baker, 
of Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., 
passed away 
on April 19, 
2008. After 

passing the bar she entered  
private practice in the law firm 
that became Pozefsky and  
Baker in Gloversville, N.Y. She 
was the second female county  
district attorney in the history  
of New York state in 1979, 
returning to private practice 
after her term ended. Since 1992, 
she lived in Saratoga Springs 
and served on the boards of  
the Spring Hill Waldorf School 
and the Saratoga Springs 
Preservation Foundation. She is 
survived by her husband, Hunt 
Sutherland, two children, her 
parents, three sisters, two brothers 
and several nieces and nephews.

1982

Mary E. Dreyer, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., passed away  
Aug. 7, 2008. Mary practiced 
law in Albany and Saratoga 
Springs until 1992, when she 
retired to raise her three children. 
Mary had a lifelong love and 
devotion to Lake George and for 
several years she was executive 
director of The Fund for Lake 
George. She was active until her 
death in environmental causes 
related to the lake. She was an 
avid sailor and was also a devoted 
long distance runner. She is 
survived by her three children, 
four sisters and her step-mother.

Kevin A. Conine died unexpect-
edly on Sept. 11, 2008. He was 
employed at Harry W. Hawley, 
Inc. in Delhi, N.Y., as a vice  
president of title operations. 
Survivors are his wife, Betty, his 
son, Jacob, and step-daughters, 
Julie and Jennifer.

1984

Carol M. 
Mitchell 
died June 20, 
2008. Prior 
to graduating 
from Albany 
Law School, 

she attended Lemoyne College. 
She was an attorney for 
Maynard, O’Connor and Smith 
and the State of New York 
before choosing to be a full-time 
mother to her three children. 
She is survived by her husband 
of 23 years, Joseph D. Mitchell 
’84, three children, her mother, 
four sisters, and one brother.

1951

Joseph J. Micare, a retired 
administrative law judge with 
the Social Security Administra-
tion, died Tuesday, Aug. 19, 
2008. Before being appointed  
a judge, he served as assistant 
attorney general with the state 
of New York and for many  
years he was the chief counsel 
for the New York State Liquor 
Authority. He was a U.S. Navy 
veteran of World War II.
Survivors include his wife of 35 
years, Sharleen Micare, one son, 
two daughters, two step-children, 
two sisters, 10 grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.

1953

Marjorie S. 
MacCollom 
died on April 
4, 2008, in 
Ormond 
Beach, Fla., 
at age 100. 

She moved to Florida in 1955 
from Schenectady. She was 
active in Democratic politics.  

Edward M. Zabielski died April 
13, 2008, in Schenectady, N.Y. 
During World War II he held an 
electrician’s rating as an enlisted 
man in the U.S. Navy’s subma-
rine service. He later served as a 
captain in the U.S. Army 
Reserve and the U.S. Air Force 
Reserve. He served more than 
35 years as confidential law clerk 
to three Schenectady County 
New York State Supreme Court 
justices. He retired from the 
court system in 1990. He drafted 
the first human donor transplant 
law on behalf of the Rotterdam 

Lions Club that was passed by 
the New York State Legislature 
and signed into law by Gov. 
Nelson Rockefeller in 1957.  
He is survived by his wife, 
Catherine, three children, three 
grandchildren, one sister, one 
brother and several nephews.

1958

Thomas W. Brown died on 
June 19, 2008. He was a trial 
lawyer in his longtime partner-
ship with Pentak, Brown & 
Tobin in Albany. Later, he  
practiced with his daughter at 
Brown & Brown. He served in 
the U.S. Army. He enjoyed  
public service as a state assem-
blyman, a county legislator, and 
briefly as a city court judge. He 
leaves his wife, Kathleen Bergan 
Brown, and five children and 
their families.

1959

Betty N. 
Millea of 
Seattle, 
Wash., died 
on May 24, 
2008. She 
practiced as 

an attorney until her retirement 
in 1979. She served as a youth 
minister at St. Elizabeth Parish 
in Ridgeley, Md., during the 
1980s. She moved to Seattle 
almost three years ago. She 
enjoyed sharing meals with  
her family and friends. She is 
survived by her son and two 
grandchildren. 
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The Report of Gifts acknowledges the generous support of  
contributors to Albany Law School during July 1, 2007–June 30, 2008. 
Every effort is made to ensure accuracy of our donor listings.  
We regret any error or omission; for questions, contact James 
Kellerhouse, Director of Development, at 518-445-3219.
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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Thank you for making a difference at 
Albany Law School. And what a difference 
it was this year! Total gifts to the law school 
reached an all time high—$4.6 million. 
Your generous support made it possible  
to offer more financial assistance to our 
students than ever before.

We feel especially grateful given the uncertain economic  
climate of the past year. And although we saw a slight decline  
in our alumni participation rate, we still maintain a high place 
among other law schools. Moreover, 100% of our faculty and 
75% of our staff contributed to the Albany Law School. These  
are unprecedented numbers and demonstrate the confidence felt  
by those closest to the school.   

In addition, we are most proud of the participation from the 
Class of 2010. Through their own initiative, the class leaders  
created the Student Legacy Fund to establish, early on, the  
tradition of giving back. The class raised $20,000 at a single  
event to launch the fund. 

I would like to thank Michael Kelton ’77 for his leadership  
of the Albany Law School Fund this past year. As a parent of a 
recent Albany Law graduate, Michael knows first hand the impor-
tance of a strong annual fund and how it benefits our students.  

Again, on behalf of the students, faculty and staff of Albany 
Law, thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you again,

Helen Adams-Keane 
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends:

It was my pleasure to serve as the 2007-2008 
National Chair of the Albany Law School 
Annual Fund. This year we celebrated the 
accomplishments of our faculty and the 
caliber of our students as we appealed to you 
for support for the Fund through phone and 
mail solicitations, volunteer programs and 

the Internet. Thank you for helping us raise close to $1 million for 
the Albany Law School  Annual Fund.

Over the past three years I have been fortunate to see firsthand 
the impact the Annual Fund has on the delivery of the fine legal 
education for which our Law School is known. My son, Justin, 
graduated in May 2008. His experience at Albany Law School 
opened my eyes to just how much the institution has changed 
since my time there. The Albany Law Clinic & Justice Center, the 
Government Law Center, several Moot Court competitions and an 
outstanding student life program have enhanced the Albany Law 
School experience. Our gifts support these curricular enhance-
ments so that all Albany Law School graduates, like Justin, are well 
equipped to excel in the legal community.

Thank you to all who supported our efforts in 2007-2008.  
Our graduates, our students and our alma mater are all better 
because of it. And if you ever have a question about how your gift 
has an impact on the law school, plan a visit to Albany Law to see 
firsthand how you make a difference…or better yet, send your 
children or grandchildren to school there!

Thank you again,

Michael S. Kelton, Esq. ’77, P ’08
National Chair, Albany Law School Fund
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THE BARRISTER SOCIETy
The Barrister Society recognizes 
leadership gifts to Albany Law 
School. It is those gifts that make 
a great impact on the legal edu-
cation provided to our students. 
The Barrister Society levels are 
named after prominent members 
of the Albany Law School family 
whose history, service and  
philanthropy have shaped the 
institution Albany Law is today.

The Barrister Society consists  
of five giving levels designed to  
recognize gifts of $1,000 or more  
in a single fiscal year. Recent 
graduates of the last 10 years 
have the opportunity to join the 
Barrister Society at a reduced 
rate of giving.

The Dean’s Cabinet 
$10,000 and above

Just as the position of Dean 
is the premier at Albany Law 
School, members of the Dean’s 
Cabinet are the premier donors 
to the institution in a given year. 
Each year, Dean’s Cabinet mem-
bers are listed on a special plaque 
in the Board of Trustees confer-
ence room in the 2000 Building 
to honor their philanthropy to 
Albany Law School. The Dean’s 
Cabinet members are subdivided 
into three philanthropic levels:

Dean’s Cabinet Platinum 
Circle: $50,000 and above 

Dean’s Cabinet Gold Circle: 
$25,000–$49,999

Dean’s Cabinet Silver 
Circle: $10,000–$24,999 

The Justice Robert H. 
Jackson 1912 Society 
$5,000–$9,999 

Widely considered one of the 
greatest Supreme Court Justices 
in history, Justice Jackson also 
served as U.S. Attorney General 
and chief prosecutor for the 
Nuremburg World War II trials. 
Donors who give to Albany Law 
School at this level recognize 
the need to perpetuate Justice 
Jackson’s legacy ensuring that 
today’s law students receive the 
best education possible.

Giving Levels
Dean’s PLATINUM CIRCLE

$50,000 and above

dean’s gold circle

$25,000–$49,999

DEAN’S SILVER CIRCLE 

$10,000-$24,999

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
1912 Society

$5,000–$9,999

Justice David J. Brewer  
1858 Society

$2,500–$4,999

The Kate Stoneman  
1898 Society

$1,000–$2,499

G.O.L.D. BARRISTER  

Classes of 1998–2002:  $500 +
Classes of 2003–2008:  $250 +

Student BARRISTER  

Classes of 2008–2010:  $100 +

The Founders Clubs

Amos Dean Club

$500–$999
Ira Harris Club

$250–$999
Amasa Parker Club

$100–$249

*	Deceased
**Denotes a gift-in-kind
	 In-kind contributions of goods and
	 services provide Albany Law School
	 with many vital resources.

The Barrister Society

The Justice David J. Brewer  
1858 Society  $2,500–$4,999 

Just three years after graduating 
from Albany Law School, Justice 
Brewer began his distinguished 
career in public service. Serving 
for 20 years on the U.S. Supreme 
Court as an Associate Justice, 
his cases illustrated a strong 
commitment to the protection 
of individual liberties as well as 
international peace. Donors at 
the Brewer 1858 level also show 
their commitment to supporting 
Albany Law School students in 
their legal endeavors. 

The Kate Stoneman 1898 
Society  $1,000–$2,499 

Katherine “Kate” Stoneman 
1898 was the first female gradu-
ate of Albany Law School and 
the first female to be admitted 
into the New York State Bar. 
She was also a lifetime educator 
and renowned women’s rights 
suffragist. Donors to the Kate 
Stoneman 1898 Society idealize 
the values of Kate Stoneman as 
a pioneer in the field of law and 
help provide students with the 
resources to do the same.  
Graduates of the Last  
Decade (G.O.L.D.)

Young alumni within 10 years 
of graduation may join the Kate 
Stoneman 1898 Society at a 
reduced rate:

Classes of 1997–2001: $500+

Classes of 2002–2006: $250+ 

Student Barrister 
Society
Students in the classes of 2008, 
2009 and 2010 who make a 
gift of $100 or more become 
members of the Student Barrister 
Society.

THE FOUNDERS CLUBS
The Founders Clubs recognize 
alumni and friends who give 
to Albany Law School between 
$100 and $999. Named in 
memory of Amos Dean, Ira 
Harris and Amasa Parker—the 
three individuals who founded 
the Law School in 1851—these 
founding fathers understood 
the need to provide a place to 
formally study law in the Albany 
area.

The Amos Dean Club 
$500–$999 

Amos Dean was a graduate of 
Union College and founding 
father of Albany Law School. 
Dean was a noted educator, 
appointed professor at Albany 
Law School and was chair of 
medical jurisprudence at Albany 
Medical School. He later 
became the first president of the 
University of Iowa.

The Ira Harris Club 
$250–$499 

Ira Harris was a graduate of 
Union College and founding 
father of Albany Law School. He 
was also Justice of the New York 
State Supreme Court and a U.S. 
Senator. Harris spent the last 
eight years of his life as a profes-
sor at Albany Law lecturing on 
equity jurisprudence.

The Amasa Parker Club  
$100–$249 

Amasa Parker was a graduate of 
Union College and founding 
father of Albany Law School. 
He had a distinguished career in 
the New York State Assembly, 
United States Congress and 
Justice of the New York State 
Supreme Court.



 

Dean’s Platinum Circle

Anonymous
M. Diane Bodman ’72
Ford Foundation
M. Sherry Gold, Benjamin D. Gold 

’06 and Sari Gold
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66
LexisNexis–Matthew Bender
Eugene R. Spada ’66
Edward P. Swyer
The Swyer Foundation

Dean’s Gold Circle

William A. Brewer III ’77
Seymour Fox ’49
The A. Lindsay and Olive B. 

O’Connor Foundation
Dale M. Thuillez ’72

Dean’s Silver Circle

Altria Group Inc.
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Mei Y. Chow
James J. Clark ’79
James G. Doyle ’98
Robert V. Gianniny ’53
Thomas F. Guernsey & Kathe Klare
J.K. Hage III ’78
Harold C. Hanson ’66
Erik E. Joh ’70
James E. Kelly ’83
Peter C. Kopff ’75 & Diane Kopff
Legal Aid Society of Northeastern NY
Mary Ann McGinn ’83
Robert C. Miller ’68
Thomas J. Mullin ’76  

& Carol E. Smith Mullin ’76
Miriam M. Netter ’72
Ohio State University
William F. Pendergast ’72
Frank H. Penski ’74
Rory J. Radding ’75
Harry L. Robinson ’65
Katherine M. Sheehan ’94
Robert B. Stiles ’76
Johnna G. Torsone ’75
Wendell J. VanLare ’72
Donna E. Wardlaw ’77

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Francis H. Anderson ’47
Arnold Barnett & Mary Jo Barnett
Kenneth W. Bond
John K. Conners ’78 
Frank L. Fernandez ’80
Frederick M. Fink ’06
Michael H. Glor ’83
Susan M. Halpern ’83
Hinman, Howard & Kattell LLP
Matthew H. Mataraso ’58
Judith L. Needham ’78
Daniel P. Nolan ’78
Lawrence I. & Blanche H. Rhodes 

Memorial Fund Inc.
Rex S. Ruthman ’67

Thomas M. Santoro ’72  
& Corinne Collins

Larry P. Schiffer ’79 
John L. Schmid ’77
David D. Siegel
E. M. Sneeringer Jr. ’79
Scott M. Terrillion ’90  

& Andrea M. Terrillion ’90 
Ronald J. Weiss ’80

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

The Sidney and Beatrice Albert 
Foundation

Richard T. Aulisi ’69
Martin J. Barrington ’80  

& Mary P. Barrington ’80
Andrew M. Berdon ’87
Robert F. Bristol
Elaine M. and Myron J. Cohn 

Foundation
Bartley J. Costello III ’72
William J. Curry ’87
Andrew B. Donnellan Jr. ’77
Thomas A. Ford ’47*  

& Marguerite Ford*
Charles A. Forma ’76
Robert R. Glynn ’01
Paul J. Goldman ’85
John J. Halloran Jr. ’84
Matthew F. Herman ’94
Gary M. Hind ’80
Marvin I. Honig ’63
Richard A. Kaplan ’82  

& Sharon R. Kaplan ’82
Peter R. Keane ’97  

& Helen E. Adams-Keane
Veronica G. Keegan ’86
Michael S. Kelton ’77
KeyBank of Eastern NY
Ian G. MacDonald ’58
William L. Nikas ’75
Michael D. Norris ’83  

& Gail M. Norris ’83
James T. Potter ’80
Patricia E. Salkin ’88
Edgar A. Sandman ’46
James J. Sandman & Beth Mullin
Paul W. Sandman  

& Mary Beth Sandman
The Saratoga Associates
Marc D. Schechter ’78 
Randolph B. Soggs ’93
Charles S. Webb III ’58
Thomson West
Jack Withiam Jr. ’74
Richard A. Wittenburg ’66

Kate Stoneman Society

Anonymous
Anthony J. Adams Jr. ’80  

& Evelyn B. Adams ’80
Lucretia M. Adymy ’86
John L. Allen ’76  

& Mary Ann D. Allen ’81
Warren M. Anderson ’40*

The Barrister Society

report of gifts 2007–2008

$1,000,000 and above

Madalyn Bellinger-Bryant*
Angela T. Farone*
Magdeline Farone*
Lillian Friedman ’58*
M. Sherry Gold, Benjamin D. 

Gold ’06 & Sari Gold
LexisNexis–Matthew Bender
The A. Lindsay & Olive B. 

O’Connor Foundation
Richard D. Parsons ’71 
Morris Silverman ’36*
Harold Slingerland ’26*

$500,000–$999,999

Anonymous
Robert V. Gianniny ’53 
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66 
Eleanor Lieberman*
H. Schaffer Foundation
Raymond G. Smith ’33*  

& Ella Smith*

$250,000–$499,999

Mary Bastow*
John Breyo ’71 & Marilyn Breyo
Jay S. Caplan ’46*  

& Ruth Caplan*
Myron J. Cohn ’36*
Kathryn Dugan*
Stephanie C. Huested*
The Kresge Foundation
William H. Phelps ’22*
Charlotte Blandy Pitt
Charles W. Stiefel ’75 
Edward P. Swyer
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale 

and Dorr LLP

$100,000–$249,999

Altria Group Inc.
M. Diane Bodman ’72 
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Booth Ferris Foundation
Charlotte S. Buchanan ’80  

& Charles Buchanan
John A. Buyck ’48*
Honorable D. Vincent Cerrito ’35 
Clark Foundation
James E. Conway ’60*
Donald L. Curran*
The Dewar Foundation Inc.
Fred L. Emerson Foundation
Seymour Fox ’49 
Lynn Freeman-Massey  

& James Freeman
Russell A. Freeman ’57*
Honorable Frank W. Getman ’58 
Gerald T. Hennessy ’50*
Arlene Johnson
Peter C. Kopff ’75 
Harry J. Love ’52 
Robert C. Miller ’68 
Patterson, Belknap, Webb  

& Tyler LLP
William F. Pendergast ’72 
Frank H. Penski ’74 
Georgia F. Nucci ’96 
Harry L. Robinson ’65 
Edgar A. Sandman ’46 
Professor David D. Siegel
Isobel I. Smith*
Edward P. Stiefel ’71 
Howard St. John ’48*
J. Vanderbilt Straub ’28*  

& Mildred Hinman Straub*
Bruce R. Sullivan ’38*
The Swyer Foundation Inc.
Alfred C. Turino ’36*
Honorable Harold R. Tyler Jr.*
Davis S. Williams ’42 

*Deceased

The McKinley Society
The McKinley Society recognizes alumni and friends of 
Albany Law School whose cumulative gifts total $100,000 
or more. These, our most prominent supporters, have 
set an example by their philanthropy and have played 
a vital role in shaping the future of the law school as 
well as allowing us to thrive and compete with the best 
law schools nationally.
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Giving Before Graduating,  
Shah Leads New Trend
After the academic battering of year 
one, not everyone feels warmly toward 
their law school. Some, however, can 
already sense the power of what they’re 
learning. Krupa Shah ’10 doesn’t call 
it easy, but easier with the help she 
receives. “I support Albany Law 
School because I want future students 
to have the exceptional law school 
experience I’ve had thus far. Enduring 
the hours of reading and studying 
seems much more manageable when you have the support of 
faculty who want you to succeed as much as you do.”

Shah, a native of Glen Rock, N.J., graduated from Rutgers 
University–New Brunswick, with a major in English and 
minors in history and psychology. At Albany Law, Shah is  
currently Executive Secretary of the Student Bar Association, a 
member of the Women’s Rugby Club and Phi Alpha Delta.
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Krupa Shah ’10

Peter G. Appelbaum ’65
Michael J. Balch ’93
Robert A. Barker
Timothy A. Barker ’82
Mildred K. Barnett
Robert C. Batson ’75
James N. Benedict ’74
Ronald M. Berman ’65
Ira M. Bloom
David A. Blumberg ’98
Bogdan Lasky & Kolpey L.L.C.
Constance M. Boland ’86
Catherine L. Bonventre ’05  

& Vincent M. Bonventre
Jeffrey H. Bowen ’80
James G. Brennan ’52
Charlotte S. Buchanan ’80
Bucknell University
James B. Cantwell ’73
Capital District Trial Lawyers 

Association
Anthony V. Cardona ’70
John R. Casey ’70
Daniel R. Cawley ’83  

& Paula M. Baker ’83 
Kim M. Clark ’73
Stephen M. Cleary ’70  

& Jean K. Cleary ’70
Robert J. Coan ’58 
Beverly Cohen ’87  

& Norman T. Deutsch
Barbara D. Cottrell ’84
Patricia M. Crippen ’77
Michel A. Daze ’82
Donald D. DeAngelis ’60
Garrett E. DeGraff ’77
Harriet Ford Dickenson Foundation
Stuart P. Doling ’63 & Ann Doling
Andre R. Donikian ’69
Fred J. Emery ’57
David R. Ferris ’76
Paul Finkelman
Alan B. Friedberg ’77  

& Kristine Hamann ’77
Richard A. Frye ’58
Nancy R. Furnari ’00
Andrew S. Fusco ’78
Rebecca B. Galloway
James Thou Gathii
Samuel P. Gerace ’61
Stuart L. Ginsburg ’72
Alfred L. Goldberger ’57
James C. Goodfellow ’70
Paul B. Goucher ’93  

& Deborah L. Jones ’95
Victoria A. Graffeo ’77
Dan S. Grossman ’78 
Gary H. Gutchess ’83
James E. Hacker ’84
Kevin C. Harp ’00  

& Heather D. Harp ’00
Clifford T. Harrigan ’53
William M. Harris ’72
David M. Heim ’77
William N. Hendricks III ’83
John J. Herbst ’96  

& Erin L. Herbst ’95

David M. Hillman ’95  
& Dara H. Hillman ’96

Donald P. Hirshorn ’59
Hiscock & Barclay LLP
Margaret F. Holbritter ’82
David J. Hubbard ’97
Donald Hulnick ’57
Bruce E. Hunter ’73
Carol A. Hyde ’84 & Sanjay Correa
Irad S. Ingraham ’60
Robert H. Iseman ’73
John A. Jackson ’90
Jacquelyn L. Jerry ’76
Margaret Carpenter Jones ’91
Katheryn D. Katz ’70
Evelyn C. Kaupp ’88  

& Dianne R. Phillips ’88
Deborah L. Kelly ’87
Stephen M. Kiernan ’62
Terence L. Kindlon ’73  

& Laurie F. Shanks
James P. King ’59
Jason J. Legg ’96
Ruth E. Leistensnider ’88
Laurie S. Marsh Levitz ’90
Roger B. Linden Jr. ’77
Betty Lugo ’84
Mary A. Lynch
Lyric Foundation
Kathryn Grant Madigan ’78
A. William Manthorne  

& Jean S. Manthorne
Barry W. Marr ’74
Bruce L. Martin ’66
MatLaw Systems Corporation
Connie M. Mayer
Mary Elizabeth McCaffrey ’91
David E. McCraw ’92
Elizabeth J. McDonald ’78
William P. McGovern III ’68
James E. McGrath III ’86
Michael T. McGrath ’80
Ira Mendleson III ’69
Nelson F. Migdal ’78
Martha L. Miller ’83
Joseph D. Mitchell ’84  

& Carol Turner-Mitchell ’84* 
Dale L. Moore
Paul V. Morgan Sr. ’58
Patricia A. Murphy ’89
Rika Murray ’84
Christopher M. Nolland ’77
Nancy K. Ota
J. Lawrence Paltrowitz ’74
John C. Partigan ’85
Lisa A. Oppedisano Payne ’83
Peter Preiser
Andrea M. Quercia ’83 
John J. Quinn ’75
William E. Redmond ’55
Richard A. Reed ’81
Joseph H. Reynolds ’76
Florence M. Richardson ’83
Jeffrey S. Rodner ’69
James W. Roemer Jr. ’69
Robert A. Russell ’74
Thomas R. Ryan ’51
Brad Salai ’74

John L. Sampson ’91 
Leo T. Sawyko ’35
Paul E. Scanlan ’72 
Erin L. Leitman Scott ’96
Robert S. Segelbaum ’64
Jeffrey M. Selchick ’75
Security Mutual Life Insurance 

Company
Darius Shahinfar ’97  

& Noelle M. Kinsch ’96
Mark A. Siemens ’91
Harold L. Solomon ’62  

& Valerie N. Solomon ’70
Victoria M. Stanton ’87  

& R. Matthew Sweeney
Brian D. Starer ’72
Robert S. Stockton ’72
William C. Streets ’55
Charles E. Sullivan Jr. ’75
Steven Z. Szczepanski ’75
Thomas Thomas ’59
Randolph F. Treece ’76
Charles H. Umbrecht Jr. ’58
Robert E. Van Vranken ’74
Jorge I. Vidro ’90
Francis X. Wallace ’49  

& Joyce P. Wallace ’73
Robert K. Weiler ’77
John C. Welsh ’55
Lisa A. Whitney ’71
Pauline E. Williman
Peter S. Wilson Jr. ’83
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman 

& Dicker LLP
John J. Yanas ’53 & Mary F. Yanas
Kathleen A. Yohe ’97
Stephen P. Younger ’82  

& Prudence M. Younger ’82
Paul J. Zegger ’87

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Anna K. Christian ’06
Darren P. Cunningham ’01  

& Alyssa B. Cunningham ’03
Margery C. Eddy ’00
Heather M. Hage ’06
Patrick K. Jordan ’02  

& Laura M. Jordan ’03
Charles W. Judge II ’98
Norman W. Kee ’04
Nancy Kim ’05
Michelle Holmes Ladouceur ’99
Randall S. Lewis ’98
Christopher K. Mills ’04
Amanda L. Ordyk ’06
Helmut S. Philipp ’03  

& Molly J. Slingerland ’03
Alexander Powhida ’99
Sandra D. Rivera ’02
Ronney L. Rosenberg ’07
Paul M. Salvino ’97  

& Natalie A. Carraway ’99
Matthew P. Side ’99
Joshua S. Vinciguerra ’99
Kelly C. Wilcove ’98
Neil L. Wilcove ’98

Student Barrister Society

Anonymous
Michael N. Bruno ’10  
Kenneth J. Dow ’08  
Danielle E. Holley ’10  
Lauren E. Hunt ’09  
Peter M. McCormack ’10  
Valerie B. Rhodes ’10  
Christopher M. Ridley ’10  
James L. Riotto ’10 
Robert M. Salkin ’10 
Krupa A. Shah ’10 



C L A S S  O F  1 9 3 5

Kate Stoneman Society

Leo T. Sawyko

Ira Harris Club

George E. Toomey

Additional Contributions

Lester H. Rappaport

C L A S S  O F  1 9 3 9

Ira Harris Club

William J. Crangle Jr.
Darwin R. Wales

Amasa Parker Club

Frederick J. Meagher

report of gifts 2007–2008
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Twenty-First Century Society
The Twenty-First Century Society recognizes individuals who support Albany Law School through charitable gift planning 
vehicles such as bequests, bequest expectancies, trusts, life insurance, qualified retirement plan assets and real property.  
Donors whose testamentary gifts are received by Albany Law School are recognized posthumously. Individuals who  
participate in Albany Law School’s charitable gift annuity or pooled income programs that provide donors or their  
designated beneficiaries with a life income are also considered honored members of the Twenty-First Century Society.

Anonymous 
Milton A. Abelove ’36*
John R. Aldrich ’76 
Hon. Warren M. Anderson ’40*
Harold C. Armstrong ’32*
Charles W. Aussicker ’34*  

& Julie Aussicker*
Timothy A. Barker ’82 
Gerald R. Barrett ’32*
John S. Bartlett Jr. ’48 
Hon. Robert W. Bascom ’33*
Earle C. Bastow ’19* & Mary Bastow*
Madalyn Bellinger-Bryant*
Hon. Francis Bergan ’23*
Leo W. Breed ’21* & Helen E. Breed*
John Breyo ’71 
Mary F. Brown*
Anne Browne ’91 
Charlotte S. Buchanan ’80 & 

Charles Buchanan
Frederic W. Burr ’79 
John A. Buyck ’48*
Jay S. Caplan ’46* & Ruth Caplan*
Hon. D. Vincent Cerrito ’35 
H. Milton Chadderdon ’36*
Margot J. Champagne
Eric M. Chew ’82 
William F. Christiana ’33*
Emmett T. Clancy ’77 
Robert J. Coan ’58 
David A. Cohen ’22*
Ernest A. R. Cohen ’25* 
Herbert E. Cohen ’57* 
Myron J. Cohn ’36* & Elaine Cohn*
William L. Cohn ’20*
John J. Collins III ’80 
John K. Conners ’78 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 0

Kate Stoneman Society

Warren M. Anderson*

Ira Harris Club

Harry W. McDonald

Amasa Parker Club

George B. Grow

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 2

Ira Harris Club

Edgar Blumberg*

Amasa Parker Club

Francis J. Juracka
James T. Taaffe Jr.*

Additional Contributions

Augustus Nasmith

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 3

Ira Harris Club

George E. Whalen

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 6

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Edgar A. Sandman

Amasa Parker Club

Sadye J. Zilin

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 7

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Francis H. Anderson 

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Thomas A. Ford*

Amos Dean Club

Earle N. Cooper

Ira Harris Club

Harry M. Kammire

Amasa Parker Club

Charles S. Collesano

James E. Conway ’60*
Malcolm A. Coutant ’68 
Kevin G. Cowden ’83 
Donald L. Curran*
A. Hazel Curry*
Hon. Harry J. D’Agostino ’55 
Edward S. Dermody ’37*
P. Scott Duesterdick ’79 
Kathryn R. Dugan*
Elizabeth S. Ellard ’46*
Albert Farone ’25*
Angela Farone*
Magdeline Farone*
Hon. Merle N. Fogg Jr. ’45*
Thomas A. Ford ’47*  

& Marguerite Ford*
Lillian S. Friedman ’58*
Dorothy H. Gabrielli*
Hon. Frank W. Getman ’58 
Robert V. Gianniny ’53 
Solomon M. Gilens ’26*
Raymond T. Gilman ’76 
Donald C. Glenn ’43*  

& Jane D. Glenn*
Diane A. Goodman ’75*
Edward A. Graham ’82 
Eugenia S. Gutekunst*
Barbara S. Hancock ’00 
Hon. Julian R. Hanley ’36
Harold C. Hanson ’66 
Dorothy S. Hartman*
Gerald T. Hennessy ’50*
Paul J. Herrmann ’79 
Gary M. Hind ’80 
Carol M. Hoffman ’76 
Stephanie Huested*
Thomas E. Johnson ’35* 

John J. Kelliher
Leo Krause*
Thomas B. LaRosa
David A. Ladizki ’66 
Eleanor Lieberman*
Harry J. Love ’52 
John B. Lurie ’20* & Ada B. Lurie*
Andrew J. Malatesta ’34*
Eileen Malone*
Matthew H. Mataraso ’58
Gerald T. McDonald ’58
George W. McIsaac ’31*  

& Harriet M. McIsaac*
Hon. Duncan S. McNab ’38* 
Kelsie E. Mead ’20* 
LeRoy E. Middleworth Jr. ’48* 
Robert C. Miller ’68 
Joseph D. Mitchell ’84 
Hon. Joseph A. Mogavero ’53* 
Delon F. Mousaw ’37*  

& Jean Mousaw*
Robert E. Muehe ’51* 
Paul E. Mura ’63 
Miriam M. Netter ’72 
Jane Russell Nile
Norbert L. Noel
Daniel P. Nolan ’78 
Georgia F. Nucci ’96 
Kim Oster ’76 
Richard D. Parsons ’71 
Homer E. Peters ’31* 
Emil Peters ’32* 
Joseph L. Petrunick ’28*  

& Helen D. Petrunick*
William H. Phelps ’22* 
Charlotte Blandy Pitt
Margrethe R. Powers ’63*

Helen M. Pratt ’28* 
William W. Pulos ’80 
Hubert A. Richter ’50 
Harry L. Robinson ’65 
Carl S. Salmon Jr. ’47*  

& Leila N. Salmon 
Edgar A. Sandman ’46*  

& Margaret Sandman
Harry M. Schaffer ’21* 
C. Fred Schwarz Jr. ’48* 
Dorothea Setzer*
Marcia P. Simon*
Harold Slingerland ’26* 
Isobel I. Smith*
Raymond G. Smith ’33*  

& Ella F. Smith*
Hon. Harold R. Soden ’33* 
Charles W. Stiefel ’75 
Edward P. Stiefel ’71 
Amelia F. Stern ’81 
Bruce R. Sullivan ’38* 
Frank W. Tessitore ’80
Dale M. Thuillez ’72 
James C. Tomasi ’54 
Alfred C. Turino ’36*
Carol Turner-Mitchell ’84*
William M. Watkins*
Walter H. Wertime Jr. ’22* 
Hon. Thomas M. Whalen III ’58*
Sheldon F. Wickes ’29*
David S. Williams ’42  

& Georgina Harris Williams*
Lyman P. Williams ’32*
Pauline E. Williman
John J. Yanas ’53



Amos Dean Club

John W. Tabner

Ira Harris Club

Howard D. Clayton
John J. Darcy

Additional Contributions

Charles B. Grimes Jr.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 2

Kate Stoneman Society

James G. Brennan

Amos Dean Club

Harry J. Love

Ira Harris Club

James J. Cahill
Eugene F. Frink

Amasa Parker Club

Robert C. Kastensmith

Additional Contributions

Gordon K. Garlick
James A. Haynes Jr.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 3

Dean’s Silver Circle

Robert V. Gianniny

Kate Stoneman Society

Clifford T. Harrigan
John J. Yanas

Amos Dean Club

Charles H. Clark

Ira Harris Club

Thomas F. Burke

Amasa Parker Club

Adelaide I. Cartwright
Frank A. Decker
Robert L. Dorfman
Anthony J. Kelvasa Jr.
Edward F. Layden

Additional Contributions

Clarence F. Giles Jr.
Daniel D. Mead
Herbert Rothenberg

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 4

Amos Dean Club

George P. McAloon
Donald G. Walls
Winifred R. Widmer

Ira Harris Club

Joseph R. Donovan
Francis J. Holloway
Edward L. Nadeau
James C. Tomasi

Amasa Parker Club

Curtis W. Barker
John Q. Driscoll
Alan J. Gould
Harold J. Hughes Jr.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 5

Kate Stoneman Society

William E. Redmond
William C. Streets
John C. Welsh

Amos Dean Club

Walter R. Gelles

Ira Harris Club

Richard C. Cummings
James J. Murray
William A. Toomey Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

John B. Cosgrove
Henry J. Gelles
Leo M. Lynett Jr.
J. Edward Murray

Additional Contributions

Kenneth S. MacAffer

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 6

Amos Dean Club

Daniel Lincoln Miller
W. Hubert Plummer
Richard P. Tuohey

Amasa Parker Club

John L. McMahon

Additional Contributions

Eugene H. Berkun
Frank G. Leo
Charles F. Little Jr.
David A. Wait
Lawrence Wayne

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 7

Kate Stoneman Society

Fred J. Emery
Alfred L. Goldberger
Donald Hulnick

Amos Dean Club

James W. Clyne
Robert K. Ruslander

Ira Harris Club

Gene L. Catena
Richard V. Corbally
Murray M. Jaros
Conrad H. Lang Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

Willard W. Cass Jr.
Scott G. Eissner
Angelo G. Faraci
Sidney Lorvan
James E. McGrath Jr.
Frank N. Parisi
Gloria L. Seiler
Joseph C. Shapiro
Morton D. Shulman
Paul J. Spielberg

Additional Contributions

Benjamin P. Roosa Jr.
John D. Stenard

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 8

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Matthew H. Mataraso

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Ian G. MacDonald
Charles S. Webb III

Kate Stoneman Society

Robert J. Coan 
Richard A. Frye
Paul V. Morgan Sr.
Charles H. Umbrecht Jr.

Amos Dean Club

Michael J. Duffy
William R. Holzapfel
Gerald T. McDonald

Ira Harris Club

William J. Gray

Amasa Parker Club

David H. Fink
John E. Herlihy
John C. McDonald
George A. Schindler
A. Thomas Storace
Forrest G. Weeks

Additional Contributions

George D. Cochran

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 9

Kate Stoneman Society

Donald P. Hirshorn
James P. King
Thomas Thomas

Ira Harris Club

Loren N. Brown
George Rusk Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

John A. Barsamian
Donald B. Davidoff
John P. Laparo
Duncan S. MacAffer
Robert L. Moore

Additional Contributions

Robert J. Grice
John T. Manning
Walter W. Smith

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 0

Kate Stoneman Society

Donald D. DeAngelis
Irad S. Ingraham

Amos Dean Club

Richard I. Mulvey
Marvin D. Parshall
Richard T. Rosen
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Additional Contributions

Miller F. Moran

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 8

Ira Harris Club

John S. Bartlett Jr.
John F. Cenesky
Sol Greenberg
Leonard A. Weiss

Amasa Parker Club

John P. Balio
Robert T. Booth
Frederick S. Dennin
Robert P. Heywood
William F. Jones
Robert J. McKeegan

Additional Contributions

John E. Hunt
Russell C. Marron Jr.
Allen H. Samuels

C L A S S  O F  1 9 4 9

Dean’s Gold Circle

Seymour Fox

Kate Stoneman Society

Francis X. Wallace

Ira Harris Club

George R. Iocolano
Oreste Vincent
Frank J. Williams Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

John W. Bergin
Francis T. Longe
Nicholas D. Morsillo
Robert J. Sise
Donald A. Walsh

Additional Contributions

Nathan M. Goldberg
Nancy C. Roth
Donald H. Sommers

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 0

Amos Dean Club

Donald B. Frederick

Ira Harris Club

Charles E. Littlefield

Amasa Parker Club

Nathan A. Bork
John L. Greisberger
John F. O’Malley Jr.
Hubert A. Richter
Armand J. Rosenberg

Additional Contributions

Stephen T. Voit

C L A S S  O F  1 9 5 1

Kate Stoneman Society

Thomas R. Ryan



	

Board of Trustees
2007–2008
To help ensure Albany Law School’s continued success, 
the Board of Trustees shares both their time and  
their wisdom. In addition, they give generously to the 
financial support of the school. In 2007–2008, the Board 
contributed nearly $350,000 with 100% participation.

Stephen C. Ainlay
William A. Brewer III ’77 
Jacqueline D. Bushwack ’07 
Hon. Anthony V. Cardona ’70 
Barbara D. Cottrell ’84 
Benjamin D. Gold ’06 
J. K. Hage III ’78 
Susan M. Halpern ’83 
Harold Hanson ’66 
Hon. Erik E. Joh ’70, Treasurer
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66, Chairman
James E. Kelly ’83 
Peter C. Kopff ’75 
Betty Lugo ’84 
Hon. Bernard J. Malone Jr. ’72 
Mary Ann McGinn ’83,  

Vice Chair
Robert C. Miller ’68, Secretary
Thomas J. Mullin ’76 

William F. Pendergast ’72 
James T. Potter ’80  
Rory J. Radding ’75 
Harry L. Robinson ’65 
Richard A. Reed ’81 
Hon. John L. Sampson ’91 
Thomas M. Santoro ’72 
Larry P. Schiffer ’79 
Eugene M. Sneeringer Jr. ’79 
Victoria M. Stanton ’87 
Robert B. Stiles ’76 
Dale M. Thuillez ’72 
Johnna G. Torsone ’75 
Hon. Randolph F. Treece’76 
Allen J. Vickey ’05 
Donna E. Wardlaw ’77 
Stephen P. Younger ’82
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Ira Harris Club

James B. Fitzsimmons
Bert G. Gordon
Kent B. Joscelyn
Laurene L. Tacy

Amasa Parker Club

Culver K. Barr
John J. Bellizzi
James J. Devine Jr.
William H. Namack III

Additional Contributions

Arne E. Heggen
Thomas W. Jeram

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 1

Kate Stoneman Society

Samuel P. Gerace

Amos Dean Club

Richard D. Morris

Ira Harris Club

John L. Bell

Amasa Parker Club

John T. Buckley
John J. Cavanaugh Jr.
Donald J. Corbett Jr.
James A. Graham Jr.
Joyce M. Wrenn

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 2

Kate Stoneman Society

Stephen M. Kiernan
Harold L. Solomon

Ira Harris Club

Bernard Kaplowitz

Amasa Parker Club

Nicholas Colabella
James E. McHenry
Howard W. Roth
Alan E. Steiner
Beverly Cipollo Tobin
Edwin J. Tobin
William A. Waible

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 3

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Marvin I. Honig

Kate Stoneman Society

Stuart P. Doling

Amos Dean Club

Andrew A. Matthews
Andrew L. Sipos Jr.

Ira Harris Club

Edward T. Feeney

Amasa Parker Club

Andrew J. Baldwin Jr.
Peter R. Liebschutz
Edward J. Martin III
Richard L. Sippel

Additional Contributions

Darrell W. Harp

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 4

Kate Stoneman Society

Robert S. Segelbaum

Amos Dean Club

James H. Erceg

Ira Harris Club

John M. Coulter
Robert G. Hurlbutt

Amasa Parker Club

James E. Davis
Frederick M. Englert
Charles E. Inman

Additional Contributions

Charles D. Becraft Jr.
Edward D. Vacca
Edward F. Zwick

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 5

Dean’s Silver Circle

Harry L. Robinson

Kate Stoneman Society

Peter G. Appelbaum
Ronald M. Berman

Ira Harris Club

Paul S. Boylan
James B. Canfield
Carl R. Cole
Joyce M. Galante
Hugh A. Gilbert
Eugene L. Nicandri
Charles B. Ries

Amasa Parker Club

Allan E. Gandler
Jeremiah F. Manning
John F. Rausch
Arnold G. Shulman

Additional Contributions

Peter V. Coffey
James A. Costello
Richard A. Finke
Joseph R. Healy

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 6

Eugene R. Spada, a member of the 
class of 1966, has contributed a sum 
in excess of the total contributions 
made by the class of 1966 for the 
year 2007, in the name of his  
classmate and colleague E. Stewart 
Jones, Jr., in recognition of Stewart’s 
election to the Chairmanship of the 
Board of Trustees of Albany Law 
School and for Stewart’s innumera-
ble, generous and under recognized 
contributions to the needs of our 
community.

Dean’s Platinum Circle

E. Stewart Jones Jr.
Eugene R. Spada

Dean’s Silver Circle

Harold C. Hanson

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Richard A. Wittenburg

Kate Stoneman Society

Bruce L. Martin

Amos Dean Club

Martin B. Burke
Jonathan P. Harvey
Dale L. Van Epps

Ira Harris Club

Bruce R. Houston
Donald J. Zahn

Amasa Parker Club

Paul M. Cantwell Jr.
Stephen A. Ferradino
Nancy S. Harrigan
Philip M. Johnson
Francis X. Mahar
Virginia D. Messing
Frederic B. Rodgers
Norman I. Siegel
Freling H. Smith
Edward O. Spain
Kenneth J. Toomey
Albert R. Trezza

Additional Contributions

Lawrence P. Cohen
Gary N. Hagerman
Mary B. Miller
Polly N. Rutnik

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 7

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Rex S. Ruthman

Amos Dean Club

Laurence W. Boylan
Jerome Ostrov
James R. Sandner
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For Wilkins, Giving is About  
the Students
Albany Law School Director of 
Diversity Pershia Wilkins was among 
the record breaking 75% of the staff 
who made a gift to Albany Law in 
2007–2008. Celebrating her fifth con-
secutive year of support was impor-
tant to Wilkins. “I contribute to the 
Annual Fund because I believe in our 
mission and very much support our 
student scholarship fund,” she said. 
“Albany Law School invested in me 
and I feel the need to give back, as every bit donated makes a 
difference in someone’s life—ask any student whose loan bur-
den was reduced because of a scholarship. It is heart warming 
to see so many of my colleagues reach deep into their pockets 
in support of our students and our institution.” 

Wilkins is a graduate of the University of Albany. She began 
work at Albany Law School 15 years ago, and has worked in 
three different offices. Prior to accepting her current position 
as head of the Diversity Office, she was Assistant Director for 
Student & Recent Graduate Services in the Career Center.    

Pershia Wilkins

Ira Harris Club

Michael J. Hoblock Jr.
Michael A. Kaplan
Robert E. Netter
Richard P. Wallace

Amasa Parker Club

J. Michael Bruhn
David D. Egan
Terry L. Flora
Patrick T. Maney
Richard E. McLenithan
William D. Pretsch

Additional Contributions

David R. George
James L. Kalteux
Stephen V. McQuide
Michael P. Regan
Paul T. Sullivan

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 8

Dean’s Silver Circle

Robert C. Miller

Kate Stoneman Society

William P. McGovern III

Amos Dean Club

Frank C. Kiepura
Robert S. Rose

Ira Harris Club

J. Alan Mack
Eugene E. Napierski
Jan H. Plumadore
Ira P. Rubtchinsky
Penn J. Steuerwald

Amasa Parker Club

Stephen E. Ehlers
Paul D. Feinstein
Thomas B. Hayner
Doren P. Norfleet
Max T. Stoner

Additional Contributions

James L. Beers
Stephen H. Gersowitz
Thomas J. O’Connor
Charles J. Pugliese

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 9

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Richard T. Aulisi

Kate Stoneman Society

Andre R. Donikian
Ira Mendleson III
Jeffrey S. Rodner
James W. Roemer Jr.

Amos Dean Club

Harvey Randall

Ira Harris Club

John D. Austin
Nicholas J. Criscione
James D. Featherstonhaugh
Allan L. Mendelsohn
Martin Zeldis

Amasa Parker Club

Marc I. Gold
William H. Helferich III
Roger J. McAvoy
Peter C. McGinnis
Robert S. McMillen
Brian M. Murphy
Alan R. Platow
Richard P. Woodhouse
Harold von Brockdorff

Additional Contributions

Edward Galison
Robert J. Hahn
David L. Henry
Tom G. Morgan
William E. Nitterauer

C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 0

Dean’s Silver Circle

Erik E. Joh

Kate Stoneman Society

Anthony V. Cardona
John R. Casey
Jean K. Cleary
Stephen M. Cleary
James C. Goodfellow
Katheryn D. Katz
Valerie N. Solomon

Ira Harris Club

Roland M. Cavalier
Bruce S. Dix
Robert C. Glennon
John A. Lahtinen
Edward J. Trombly

Amasa Parker Club

Michael J. Beyma Sr.
Chester D. Hooper
Joan A. Kehoe
Gearon J. Kimball
Walter O. Rehm III
Stephen R. Spring

Additional Contributions

Katherine G. Gabel
James J. Griner
Earl T. Hilts
Kerry D. Marsh
C. Thomas Wright
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Kate Stoneman Society

Lisa A. Whitney

Amos Dean Club

Richard A. Langer

Ira Harris Club

Francis T. Murray Jr.
Arthur A. Pasquariello
Peter J. Ryan
Richard B. Spinney
David J. Strickland III
Martin F. Strnad
Joseph C. Teresi
James T. Townsend
John A. Williamson Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

Robert P. Hallenbeck Jr.
Richard A. Hanft
L. Foster James Jr.
Edward J. Kennedy
Howard I. Krantz
John R. McGlenn
J. Douglas McManus Jr.
Michael J. Novack
Robert W. Redmond
Sandra M. Stevenson

Additional Contributions

Ralph D. Camardo
George N. Curtis
Donald T. Gallagher
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Dean’s Platinum Circle

M. Diane Bodman

Dean’s Gold Circle

Dale M. Thuillez

Dean’s Silver Circle

Miriam M. Netter
William F. Pendergast
Wendell J. VanLare

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Thomas M. Santoro

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Bartley J. Costello III

Kate Stoneman Society

Stuart L. Ginsburg
William M. Harris
Paul E. Scanlan
Brian D. Starer
Robert S. Stockton

Amos Dean Club

Bernard J. Malone Jr.
Douglas R. McCuen
John H. Minehan
Kevin A. Moss

Ira Harris Club

Stephen W. Herrick
Paul R. Kietzman
Lewis S. Nestle
E. Guy Roemer

Amasa Parker Club

Andrew B. Amerling
Joseph T. Baum
Roger A. Boucher
Martin J. Goodman
William H. Gritsavage
Robert A. Hervey
Philip C. Johnson
David S. Kellogg
Franklin M. Klinger
Donald M. Matusik
Gregory J. Mott
William E. Russell
William J. Spampinato
George J. Villiere
Fred B. Wander
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Additional Contributions

Martin A. Carbone
Thomas G. Griffen
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Kate Stoneman Society

James B. Cantwell
Kim M. Clark
Bruce E. Hunter
Robert H. Iseman
Terence L. Kindlon
Joyce P. Wallace

Amos Dean Club

David W. Beier
Madonna A. Stahl

Ira Harris Club

Philip F. Curtin
Peter L. Danziger
Jeffery M. Gottlieb
Peter K. Hulburt
Ralph P. Miccio
Michael B. O’Shaughnessy
John S. Vaneria
Mark S. Wallach

Amasa Parker Club

Philip L. Bailey
Robert J. Bergin
Anthony J. Carpinello
Peter D. Coddington
Frederick C. Degen
James F. Donlon
Stephen J. Easter
Stephen W. Easton
Richard B. Feinstein
Thomas I. Flowers
Norman R. Hayes Jr.
Teresa M. Holland
Joseph M. Ingarra
John B. Kane Jr.
Peter T. Mangione
James E. Nelson
Harold W. Potter Jr.
Frank Schnidman
James A. Sevinsky
Robert J. Simon
Peter K. Smith
Robert J. Vawter
Thomas C. Walsh

Additional Contributions

George F. Biondo
Michael T. Kelly
Michael S. Kozubek
Kinga M. La Chapelle
Michael P. LaHaye
Stephen M. Mason
Martin P. Mehler
Frederick J. Neroni
Cathleen E. O’Horo
Peter J. Ostrowski Jr.
Alan A. Pfeffer
John G. Sisti
Douglas K. Watson
Robert H. Wright
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Dean’s Silver Circle

Frank H. Penski

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Jack Withiam Jr.

Kate Stoneman Society

James N. Benedict
Barry W. Marr
Joel L. Paltrowitz
Robert A. Russell
Brad Salai
Robert E. Van Vranken

Amos Dean Club

Lawrence J. Andolina
Jonathan D. Deily

Ira Harris Club

Stephen C. Baker
Richard M. Eisenstaedt
James A. FitzPatrick Jr.
Gerald H. Katzman
Thomas J. O’Connor
William F. Roberts Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

William J. Aram
Karolyne N. Armer
James E. Bartlett III
Joseph C. Bierman
Joseph J. Carline
John H. Ciulla Jr.
William N. Cloonan
James A. Economides
Frederick L. Fowler
Donald R. Fox
Stewart P. Glenn
Marjorie E. Karowe
Joan S. Kohout
Allen R. Larson
Wilson S. Mathias
Edward J. Nowak
James J. O’Rourke
Anthony J. Pieragostini
Kevin K. Ryan
James F. Seeley
David R. Seward
Bruce L. Trent
Daniel J. Tyson
Joyce Y. Villa
Carl G. Whitbeck Jr.

Additional Contributions

Richard T. Altieri
Robert J. Balbick
Russell C. Bennett
Richard L. Burstein
Arthur M. Cohen
John P. Coseo
Margaret E. Doran
Ira B. Feinberg
Marilyn A. Kaltenborn
Karen J. Lewis
James A. Locke
Patrick J. Mahoney
Karen M. Mankes
Richard E. Rowlands
Valentino T. Sammarco
Richard R. Terry

National Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Thanks to the hard work of Development Liaison David 
Ehrlich ’01, the National Alumni Association Board of 
Directors led by example with their participation in the 
2007-08 Albany Law School Fund.

John M. Bagyi ’96 
Robert C. Batson ’75 
Mary A. Berry ’94 
Joel I. Binstok ’81 
Lynelle K. Bosworth ’06 
Beth A. Bourassa ’90
Lisa E. Brown ’96
Megan Brown ’93
David C. Bruffett Jr. ’02
Keiki M. Cabanos ’97
Hon. Christine M. Clark ’96
Clorisa L. Cook ’04
Jason N. Cooper ’99
Roger J. Cusick ’75
Diane Davis ’91
Hon. Patricia A. DeAngelis ’94
Adjoa A. Debrah-Dwamena ’06
Hon. Ryan T. Donovan ’01
	 Secretary/Treasurer
Crystal A. Doolity ’04
Jill A. Dunn ’93
David A. Ehrlich ’01
David J. Fernandez ’92
Thania B. Fernandez ’85
Hon. Julie A. Garcia ’99
Thomas F. Gleason ’78
Peter J. Glennon ’04
Hon. Victoria A. Graffeo ’77
J.K. Hage III ’78 
Harold C. Hanson ’66 
Patrick K. Jordan ’02
Gerald Jospitre ’01
Amy J. Kellogg ’02
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Andrew M. Klein ’92
Hon. Michelle Holmes 

Ladouceur ’99
Ruth E. Leistensnider ’88
	 President
William T. Little ’05
Betty Lugo ’84
	 2nd Vice-President
Ian G. MacDonald ’58
Lisa M. Penpraze ’98
Justina R. Perino ’00
James T. Potter ’80
	 1st Vice-President
John F. Queenan ’96
Robert A. Rausch ’94
David E. Reid ’95
Christina L. Roberts-Ryba ’01
Brad Salai ’74
Larry P. Schiffer ’79 
Darius Shahinfar ’97
Heena Shaikh ’04
Barbara A. Sheehan ’84
Hon. Leslie E. Stein ’81
Daniel J. Stewart ’88
Elisha S. Tomko ’01
William A. Toomey Jr. ’55
John J. Toy ’92
Robert R. Tyson ’93
John R. Vero ’00 
Jorge I. Vidro ’90
Lisa A. Whitney ’71 
Winifred R. Widmer ’54
Benjamin J. Wolf ’04
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Dean’s Silver Circle

Peter C. Kopff
Rory J. Radding
Johnna G. Torsone

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

William L. Nikas

Kate Stoneman Society

Robert C. Batson
John J. Quinn
Jeffrey M. Selchick
Charles E. Sullivan Jr.
Steven Z. Szczepanski

Amos Dean Club

Joseph R. Cardamone
David E. Glassberg

Ira Harris Club

Daniel J. Arno
Fredric L. Bodner
Richard L. DeValk
David A. Engel
Perry S. Heidecker

Amasa Parker Club

Suzanne L. Charles
Roger J. Cusick
Philip T. Dunne
J. Scott Finlay
F. Brian Joslin
Steven S. Katz
Sherry S. Kraus
Gary H. Lieberman
Richard J. Maloney
Anthony J. Mastrodonato
Mark M. Rider
James B. Salada Jr.
Charles W. Stiefel

Additional Contributions

William P. Bates
Peter M. Bluhm
Mary J. Donahue
Daniel J. Dugan III
Donald M. Fishman
Diane D. Foody
Daniel Green
H. Stanley Kaltenborn Jr.
Peter M. Margolius
Charles E. O’Brien
Michael F. O’Brien
David L. Pogue
Jeffrey M. Samuels
Christine J. Timber
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Dean’s Silver Circle

Carol E. Smith Mullin
Thomas J. Mullin
Robert B. Stiles

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Charles A. Forma

Kate Stoneman Society

John L. Allen
David R. Ferris
Jacquelyn L. Jerry
Joseph H. Reynolds
Randolph F. Treece

Amos Dean Club

Donald Cappillino
Robert G. Conway Jr.
Linda K. Fraser
Raymond T. Gilman
James J. Jasinski
Robert E. Leamer
Marcia R. Minehan
Thomas E. Reilly Jr.
David I. Rosenberg

Ira Harris Club

Gary D. Centola
Richard A. Curreri
Louis R. Malikow
Margo L. May
David J. Roman
John J. Ryan Jr.
Carol M. Hoffman Santemma
Charles H. Schaefer
David S. Shaw

Amasa Parker Club

James B. Anderson
Richard F. Anderson Jr.
Christopher J. Collins
Kenneth B. Deane
Eric A. Evans
Lawrence C. Franco
Jay H. Jakovic
Karen K. Kaunitz
Robert G. Main Jr.
Robert P. McClallen
Ernest J. Orlando III
Glenn E. Pezzulo
Edward S. Rowley
Robert S. Ryan
Richard H. Sarajian
Joseph J. Shaheen
Stephen J. Tafaro
Ellen M. Telker
Mary Anne M. Tommaney
Douglas C. Webb
Janine J. Webb
Richard T. Williams II

Additional Contributions

Robert M. Brown
Kathryn N. Fantauzzi
Robert J. Foody
William H. Getman
Thea Hoeth
John F. Liebschutz
Robert E. Littlefield Jr.
Paul H. Loeffler
Mitchell S. Morris
Richard D. Newmark
Randolph E. Parker
Larry A. Swartz
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Dean’s Gold Circle

William A. Brewer III

Dean’s Silver Circle

Donna E. Wardlaw

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

John L. Schmid

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Andrew B. Donnellan Jr.
Michael S. Kelton

Kate Stoneman Society

Patricia M. Crippen
Garrett E. DeGraff
Alan B. Friedberg
Victoria A. Graffeo
Kristine Hamann
David M. Heim
Roger B. Linden Jr.
Christopher M. Nolland
Robert K. Weiler

Amos Dean Club

Andrew C. Coronios
David B. Cubeta
Edward B. Flink
Gregory M. Messer
Elinor D. Molbegott
Donald R. Moy
Anne G. Phillips
Jonathan I. Rabinowitz

Ira Harris Club

Charles L. Bach
Mark F. Cacozza
Linda C. Griffin
Paul T. Kellar
Steven K. Lovitch
Matthew J. Murphy III
Judith F. O’Shea
Kevin M. O’Shea
Mitchell H. Pally
Linda B. Riegle
William O. Riiska
Harold Semanoff
Michael J. Stanley

Amasa Parker Club

Paul L. Banner
William H. Calnan
Joseph A. Catania Jr.
Margaret Chow-Menzer
Kevin P. Cook
Michael J. Desha
James S. Gleason
Barry M. Hoffman
Christine Marbach Kellett
Sharon L. Landers
Jean A. Miller
Michael J. Moore
David L. Murphy
Joan S. Murphy
Jean E. Nelson II
William H. Newcomb
John R. Polster
John K. Sharkey
Alexander J. Smith

Additional Contributions

John J. Aveni
John B. Carroll
Kevin H. Harren
William F. Ketcham
Leslie S. Lowenstein
Craig H. Norman
Cornelius J. O’Connor Jr.
Arthur S. Okrend
William F. Reynolds
Mark F. Snider
Anita H. Thayer
Edward G. Watkins
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Dean’s Silver Circle

J.K. Hage III

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

John K. Conners
Judith L. Needham
Daniel P. Nolan

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Marc D. Schechter

Kate Stoneman Society

Andrew S. Fusco
Dan S. Grossman
Kathryn G. Madigan
Elizabeth J. McDonald
Nelson F. Migdal

Amos Dean Club

David G. Anderson
Paul DerOhannesian II
Sharon L. Hauselt
Thomas A. Phillips

Trustee 
Development 
Committee 
2007–2008
Chair

Mary Ann McGinn ’83

Members

Harold Hanson ’66 
Peter C. Kopff ’75 
Matthew H. Mataraso ’58 
Thomas J. Mullin ’76 
Rory J. Radding ’75 
Harry L. Robinson ’65 
Randolph F. Treece ’76 
Stephen P. Younger ’82 
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Beating Cancer, Legac Chases 
Her Goal: Lawyer by 30
Just before graduating from Boston 
University, Sita Legac ’10 learned she 
had cancer. 

Today, after successful treatment, 
the Staff Scholarship recipient is well 
into her second year of law school. 
With cancer and a spinal fusion behind 
her, this Glens Falls resident still insists 
she’s “just another law student.” 

 The 28-year-old, who keeps busy 
with her classes, working on Government 
Law Review, and a 20-hour-a-week internship with General 
Electric, is fast-approaching her goal—being a lawyer by age 30. 

 “After college I knew I needed a job, any job, with health 
benefits to pay for the cancer treatments,” Legac recalled. “I took 
the first job I got, a receptionist at a law firm.” After six months 
at Casey and Casey, Clifton Park, N.Y., she was elevated to 
paralegal. “I went through a lot of treatment while there, and 
the people at the firm were wonderfully supportive,” Legac said, 
noting the support of father/daughter partners Ann J. Casey ’85 
and Arthur F. Casey ’69.  

“By this time I knew I wanted to be a lawyer. When I gained 
my health back, I knew I needed to start the process to reach my 
goal,” Legac said.  

Legac still needed to address another medical situation that 
had caused her years of pain and was keeping her from enrolling: 
she needed a spinal fusion. At first, she put off the invasive  
surgery. “Then someone mentioned that if I did not go to law 
school soon, I would not be a lawyer before I was 30. So within 
the span of six months I took my LSATs, had my fusion and 
enrolled at Albany Law School.”

Legac likes to point out the things she’s thankful for, noting 
her house in Glens Falls, her beloved pets, her health, and her 
experience at Albany Law School. “I don’t tell my story for sym-
pathy. I share my road bumps because I want people to realize 
without low points in life you cannot appreciate the high points. 
I appreciate every day here and know this is where I am supposed 
to be. All the nonsense I have been through has brought me here 
and also gave me the insight to appreciate everything. ”
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Ira Harris Club

Stanley H. Blum
George J. Calcagnini
Michael R. Cuevas
Jeffrey M. Elliott
Edward D. Falso
Gregory A. Gates
James L. Gorman
Susan F. Gottlieb
Christopher J. Lagno
Gregory J. Murrer
David A. Sirignano
Donald Zee

Amasa Parker Club

Mary A. Bjork
S. John Campanie
Alfred D. Chapleau
Cristine Cioffi
William H. Collier
Christopher J. Corbett
Michael J. DiMattia
Mary Elizabeth T. Dunne
Ted H. Finkelstein
William D. Harrington
Edwin H. Howard
Wayne M. Kezirian
Robert T. Law III

Adrian Mecz
Jane B. Mecz
Marjorie A. Rogers
Kent J. Schreiner
Joseph W. Sheehan
Robert B. Stein
Robert J. Tompkins
Stephen J. Van Ullen
Todd W. Weber
Diane R. Weisz
Richard L. Weisz

Additional Contributions

Jonathan Birenbaum
Jeffrey C. Brown
Andrea K. Charlow
Eugene D. DeSantis
Earl F. Dewey II
Kenneth J. Doyle
Richard M. Doyle
Robert M. Goldberg
Francis P. Jeffers
Ellen B. McDonald
Priscilla C. Press
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Dean’s Silver Circle

James J. Clark

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Larry P. Schiffer
E. M. Sneeringer Jr.

Amos Dean Club

John W. Bailey
Frederic W. Burr
Robert F. Danzi
Arthur H. Domby
Michael E. O’Hare

Ira Harris Club

Donald C. Armstrong
Michael Barabander
Sheldon W. Boyce
John B. Colangelo
Stephen A. Johnston
Deborah A. Mann
Frank P. Milano
Sharon P. O’Conor
Susan C. Picotte
Fausto Simoes
George H. Weissman

Amasa Parker Club

Arthur F. Andrews
Paul J. Campito
Margaret M. Cangilos-Ruiz
Murray S. Carr
Antonio E. Caruso
P. Scott Duesterdick 
Timothy C. Eckel
James W. Elliott
Douglas A. Foss
Jerry A. Goldman
Mark E. Hallenbeck
Paul L. Isaacson
Andrea R. Lurie
James A. McCarty Jr.
Robert A. Murphy Jr.

James G. Pauli
Richard P. Rosso
Karen Schaefer
Richard M. Seguljic
Gregory A. Traphagen
Stephen V. Treglia
Robert G. Wakeman

Additional Contributions

Jeffrey R. Armstrong
Robert P. Augello
Thomas F. Hewner
Lewis B. Insler
Leslie M. Langworthy
Gail N. Mancher
Edward P. Perlman
Mark S. Ruderman
Don H. Twietmeyer
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Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Frank L. Fernandez
Ronald J. Weiss

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Martin J. Barrington
Mary P. Barrington
Gary M. Hind
James T. Potter

Kate Stoneman Society

Anthony J. Adams Jr.
Evelyn B. Adams
Jeffrey H. Bowen
Charlotte S. Buchanan
Michael T. McGrath

Amos Dean Club

Christine A. Bartlett
Eileen M. Considine
Ronald G. Dunn
Jeanine Arden Ornt

Ira Harris Club

Francis L. Conte
Carl D. Copps
Gregory J. Getz
Megan A. Huddleston
Sue A. Jacobson
David F. Kaiser
Michael D. Kranis
Marina L. Lao
William A. Mulligan
James W. Spink

Amasa Parker Club

Louis E. Emery
Phyllis A. Erikson
Roberta K. Feldman
David M. Gladstone
R. Brian Goewey
Stuart C. Henderson
Paul R. Hoffmann
James F. Horan
Richard M. Kass
Joseph S. Koury
Patrick J. Maloney
Jill E. Martin
Martha L. Sokol McCarty
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C. Todd Miles
John W. Prizzia
William W. Pulos
Frank W. Tessitore
Joseph M. Walsh
Gail E. Westgate

Additional Contributions

John D. Bush
William W. Cantwell
Michael J. Glannon
Janet M. Haislip
Susan S. Htoo
Deborah R. Liebman
Eric A. Portuguese
Christopher G. Quinn
Janet M. Richmond
James A. Ritter
Howard R. Sanders
Donald P. Segal
John V. Tauriello
Gerald F. Wahl
Dennis G. Whelpley
Terry J. Wilhelm
Margaret A. Wolff
Mark F. Worden
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Kate Stoneman Society

Mary Ann D. Allen
Richard A. Reed

Amos Dean Club

Jeffrey K. Anderson
John H. Callahan
Scott J. Clippinger
Maureen A. Henegan
Carol D. Klein
David M. Mehalick
Mark S. Nunn
Leslie E. Stein

Ira Harris Club

Anne Reynolds Copps
Steven A. Fein
Linda S. Leary
Robert J. Meyer
David J. Mungo
Anthony D. Pennetti
Bruce D. Ray
George R. Repper
Amelia F. Stern

Amasa Parker Club

Christopher J. Allen
Michael A. Baum
Joel I. Binstok
Melissa H. Biren
Daniel F. Brown
Robert E. Coughlin
Stewart J. Epstein
Shawn D. Flaherty
Bernard S. Forman
Stuart F. Gruskin
Christian F. Hummel
Amy R. Kellogg
Michael T. Kellogg
Terence A. Langan
L. Michael Mackey
Kevin P. Maney

Jeffrey R. Martin
Andrew N. Piraino
Susan A. Relyea-Bowman
Carol A. Venezia

Additional Contributions

Gary L. Bennett
Arthur J. Bigsby Jr.
Joseph J. Brindisi
Mark D. Brody
Robert H. Coughlin Jr.
Malcolm B. O’Hara
David J. Rapke
Irene K. Ropelewski
W. Joseph Shanley III
Mark L. Stulmaker
Michael R. Suprunowicz
Jonathan P. Wallach
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Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Richard A. Kaplan
Sharon R. Kaplan

Kate Stoneman Society

Anonymous
Timothy A. Barker
Michel A. Daze
Margaret F. Holbritter
Prudence M. Younger
Stephen P. Younger

Amos Dean Club

Eileen P. Mulroy
Marc A. Steinman
Brian S. Stewart
Stephen Tierney

Ira Harris Club

Christopher L. Barker
Edward A. Graham
Linda S. Kingsley
Bruce J. McKeegan

Amasa Parker Club

John E. Andrews
John W. Bartlett
Linda J. Cohen
David T. Corretore
Patsy M. Falcigno
Nathan R. Fenno
Robert J. Fleury
Patrick M. Harrigan
Janet S. Kaplan
Gary L. Karl
Daniel S. Komansky
Kevin M. McArdle
Thomas R. Monjeau
Jonathan D. Schneider
Richard E. Sise
Gregory J. Strzempek

Additional Contributions

Carl F. Adamec
Eric M. Chew
Glenn A. Guarino
Emilio A. Petroccione
David P. Quinn
Patricia E. Watkins

Advancement Volunteers
Many thanks to our volunteers who, through their 
leadership, support Albany Law School in its advance-
ment efforts. Because they give generously of their 
time and talents, the law school is able not only to 
move forward with fund raising in support of our  
students, but also to build stronger, lasting relation-
ships with constituents.  

ALBANY LAW SCHOOL FUND 
FACULTY/STAFF COMMITTEE

Mary Lynch, Faculty Chair
Connie Rohloff, Staff Chair
Rachael Hunsinger,  

Institutional Advancement  
Liaison

Jennifer Balak
Joanne Casey
Lori Hamill
Morgan Morrissey
Sharmaine Moseley
Lisa Portolano
Tammy Weinman
Mary Wood
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Dean’s Silver Circle

James E. Kelly
Mary Ann McGinn

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Michael H. Glor
Susan M. Halpern

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Gail M. Norris
Michael D. Norris

Kate Stoneman Society

Paula M. Baker
Daniel R. Cawley
Gary H. Gutchess
William N. Hendricks III
Martha L. Miller
Lisa A. Oppedisano Payne
Andrea M. Quercia
Florence M. Richardson
Peter S. Wilson Jr.

Amos Dean Club

Lee H. Wasserman

Ira Harris Club

John Chang
Martin S. Finn
Jeffrey D. Honeywell
Camille T. Kahler
Edmund P. Kos
Kevin L. Peryer
Martin Scully Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

Michael E. Basile
M. Cornelia Cahill
Donna M. Clyne
Cathleen K. Condren
Donald S. DiBenedetto
Michael J. DiDonato
Mark P. Donohue
Richard A. Frankel
Mary E. Gallagher
Robin D. Goldstein
Peter B. Jones
Valerie Kerker
Brian P. Krzykowski
Cheryl A. Mugno
Mark A. Nordstrom
John H. Parmeter Jr.
Barbara A. Roesch Rokow
Charles I. Schachter
William F. Schwitter Jr.
Alice Shoemaker
Nancy D. Snyder

Additional Contributions

Henrietta Castillo-Simoes
Annette B. Colloton
Stephen L. Hicks
Andrew I. Loeb
Edward F. McArdle
Renee Z. Merges
Michael J. Misiaszek
Thelma N. Neira
Douglas S. Trokie
Jameson P. Wells
Ann M. Williams
Gregory W. Wise
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BARRISTER SOCIETY 
VOLUNTEERS

Frederick M. Fink ’06 
Heather M. Hage ’06 
Michael S. Kelton ’77 
Ira Mendelson III ’69 

NATIONAL ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION  
Development Liaison

David A. Ehrlich ’01



Proud to Give for  
22 Consecutive Years
Stephen Gottlieb, the Jay and Ruth 
Caplan Distinguished Professor of 
Law, is proud to be counted among 
the 100% of full-time faculty who 
made a gift to Albany Law School in 
2007-2008. 

Professor Gottlieb’s leadership and 
longevity transcends the classroom 
and legal arenas, as he has been a 
financial supporter of the Law School 
since 1986. “I’m proud,” he says. “I’m proud of the school, 
proud of the way it just keeps getting better, and proud to 
play a part.”

A graduate of Princeton University and Yale Law School, 
Professor Gottlieb practiced with a New York City law firm, 
served as assistant general counsel, Legal Services of New 
York, and as a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in Iran before 
joining the faculty at Albany Law in 1979. He has held 
chairs for distinguished visitors at Akron, Marquette, 
Cleveland-Marshall, and Suffolk schools of law. 

Professor Gottlieb’s most recent book is Morality Imposed: 
The Rehnquist Court and Liberty in America (New York 
University Press, 2000). He teaches Constitutional Law, 
Comparative Constitutional Law, Constitutional Convention 
of 1787, and U.S. Supreme Court Watch. Gottlieb is also a 
member of the Board of the New York Civil Liberties Union.

Professor Stephen Gottlieb
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Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

John J. Halloran Jr.

Kate Stoneman Society

Barbara D. Cottrell
James E. Hacker
Carol A. Hyde
Betty Lugo
Joseph D. Mitchell
Rika Murray
Carol Turner-Mitchell*

Amos Dean Club

M. Dawn Herkenham
J. Wesley Jakovic
Barbara A. Sheehan

Ira Harris Club

Paul A. Cardinal
Richard C. Giardino
Elizabeth L. Hileman
Jeffrey P. Mans
James P. Roman
Leslie E. Templeman

Amasa Parker Club

Albert W. Brooks
Edward J. Carey
Michael J. Danaher Jr.
Lorinda S. DiDonato
Donna C. Giliberto
J. Scott Greer 
Leslie P. Guy
John C. Hayes
Daniel E. Konig
E. Elizabeth Loewy
Kathleen L. Martens
Stacy L. Pettit
Elizabeth A. Roosa
Andrew C. Rose 
Donna M. Ross
Shari Seffer
David J. Warager
Bert L. Wolff
Arnis Zilgme

Additional Contributions

Alice A. Belfiore
Maureen A. Brady
Thomas J. Callahan
Richard G. Chalifoux Jr.
Margaret A. Clemens
Susan L. Cook
Diane M. Deacon

Lisa K. Fox
Bryan J. Goldberger
Nell M. Hurley
Anthony J. Izzo
Madeleine M. Kennedy
Richard F. Luxemburg
Robert S. Pastel
Roberta A. Rosenbaum
Paul Sieloff
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Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Paul J. Goldman

Kate Stoneman Society

John C. Partigan

Amos Dean Club

Thania F. Fernandez
Paul F. McCurdy

Ira Harris Club

Scott D. Bergin
Kenneth R. Bozza
Scott R. Lucas
Russell A. Sibley Jr.

Amasa Parker Club

Donna M. Badura
William Badura
Nancy Z. Bastian
Judith Blank
Mark R. Bonacquist
Robert M. Casey
Elizabeth K. Clyne
Stephen M. Dorsey
Jay S. Duskin
Carl S. Dziekan
William B. Joint
Mark J. Kovack
Timothy J. Long
Harry J. Makris
Dorothy Burton Pearman
Teresa R. Rossi
Ilyse W. Tretter
Robert J. Weinberg

Additional Contributions

Suzanne M. Aiardo
Mark V. Canary
Jean F. Gerbini
Mark H. Grunblatt
Steven Kraus
Susan M. Kushner
Karen L. Murtagh-Monks
Carmen R. Neale
Charles C. Neale
Kevin M. O’Neill
Dana D. Peck
Lisa A. Proven
Stephen L. Rings
Suzanne N. Schilling
JoAnn Vislocky
Gary D. Vogel

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 6

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Veronica G. Keegan

Kate Stoneman Society

Lucretia M. Adymy
Constance M. Boland
James E. McGrath III

Amos Dean Club

Vincent W. Lai

Ira Harris Club

Thomas G. Mazzotta
Kevin M. Newman
John Sciortino

Amasa Parker Club

Steven E. Agan
John T. Bauer
Thomas G. Clements
Loraine M. Cortese-Costa
Mark L. Dunn
Mark H. Freise
Arthur J. Golder III
Julie A. Gordon
Kenneth W. Gordon
David H. Guy
Richard S. Hartunian
Robert D. Hooks
Peter J. Molinaro
Kathleen M. Ryan
Stephen A. Segar
Sheila E. Shea
Noreen J. Van Doren
Jessica L. Vinall
William A. Viscovich
Wayne R. Witherwax
Karen B. Wolff

Additional Contributions

Alma R. Arlos
Pamela J. Armstrong
Diane L. Cagino
Perry A. Carbone
Ilse L. Gilbert
Ann B. Holden
Margaret D. Huff
Lori J. Lewis
Bonnie Robinson
Robyn D. Weisman-Reyes
Jay G. Williams III

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 7

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Andrew M. Berdon
William J. Curry

Kate Stoneman Society

Beverly Cohen
Deborah L. Kelly
Victoria M. Stanton
Paul J. Zegger

Amos Dean Club

Charlie M. Johnson

Ira Harris Club

Terresa M. Bakner
Bruce M. Maston
Joseph D. Picciotti III
Lloyd J. Van Norden
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Amasa Parker Club

David P. Arciszewski
Diane Britton
William J. Burns
Charles S. Carra
Laurie B. Carra
Richard J. Ciampi Jr.
Stephen J. Gaba
Michael J. Griffin
Nancy D. Killian
Jeannine J. Lane
Michelle S. Marcus
Amy H. Robinson
John W. VanDenburgh

Additional Contributions

Catherine A. Carey
John P. Harden
Demetrius G. Kalamaras
Katherine H. Karl
Ann C. Lapinski
Jeffrey E. McMorris
Mary C. O’Neill
Robert F. Rich Jr.
Robin L. Stroup

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 8

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Patricia E. Salkin

Kate Stoneman Society

Evelyn C. Kaupp
Ruth E. Leistensnider
Dianne R. Phillips

Amos Dean Club

Susan A. Roberts
Therese M. Vita

Ira Harris Club

Janice Albanese Carpenter
Barbara J. Collura
Thomas J. Collura
Gregory S. Lesko
Dominic J. Magliarditi
Aileen Brown Shinaman
John J. Welsh

Amasa Parker Club

Tracy Anagnost-Martinez
Bernadine M. Clements
Joseph M. Connors
Daniel P. Fletcher
Paul M. Freeman
William J. Greagan
Joanne B. Haelen
Steven M. Klein
Lisa W. Lorman
William E. Lorman
David T. Luntz
Mark J. Meagher
David P. Miranda
Andrea Celli Raiti
Steven A. Rubin
Ivy M. Schildkraut
Robert J. Sneeringer
Daniel J. Stewart

Additional Contributions

Carolyn B. Anderson
Karl C. Anderson
John T. Hilscher III
Nancy R. Hilscher
Valarie M. Jeffers
Jacqueline A. McMahon Smith
Catherine M. With

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 9

Kate Stoneman Society

Patricia A. Murphy

Amos Dean Club

Glen T. Bruening

Ira Harris Club

James A. Carlucci
Brian W. Devane
Joseph M. Gaug
Robert L. Gosper
Thomas H. Moody
Christopher M. Scaringe
Scott A. Spaulding

Amasa Parker Club

Stephen H. Bobarakis
Gerald D. D’Amelia Jr.
Craig J. Doran
Stephanie Donato Gaba
Michael J. Garcia
Marcel J. Lajoy
Richard A. Paikoff
Cynthia A. Platt
Dawn K. Jablonski Ryman
Donald J. Walker

Additional Contributions

Marc D. Craw
David D. DiBari
Gayle A. Everitt
Donna Fork
Kurt D. Knudsen
Mark A. Mainello
Noreen M. McKenna
Valerie S. Milonovich
Susan H. Nasci
Erin M. O’Grady-Parent
Suzanne E. Santemma
Nadine F. Shadlock
Mary W. Snyder
Thomas A. Snyder

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 0

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Andrea M. Terrillion
Scott M. Terrillion

Kate Stoneman Society

John A. Jackson
Laurie S. Marsh Levitz
Jorge I. Vidro

Amos Dean Club

Stephen G. Fung
Todd A. Wagner

Ira Harris Club

William J. Fiske
Justin A. Heller

Amasa Parker Club

Annmarie F. Addeo
Kenneth P. Addeo
Mary E. Burgess
Jennifer A. Cusack
Michael E. Cusack
John J. D’Andrea
John B. Doar
Chris S. Dodig
Nicole M. Duve
Elizabeth A. Garry
Paul V. Morgan Jr.
Valerie Parlave

Additional Contributions

Kathleen D. Dole
Jan H. Duffalo
Mickki L. Harrington
Elisabeth E. Krisjanis
Katherine D. LaBoda
Paul W. Laisure III
Alan J. Lo Re
Marlene T. Sirianno
Joseph Verga

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 1

Kate Stoneman Society

Margaret Carpenter Jones
Mary Elizabeth McCaffrey
John L. Sampson
Mark A. Siemens

Amos Dean Club

James D. O’Connor

Ira Harris Club

Ruth G. Heller
Kevin M. Lang
James J. Lebrou
Michael J. Murphy

Amasa Parker Club

Peter Allen
Patricia A. Baldwin
Peter L. Burgess
William A. Carter
Alison M. Kelly
Laura R. Lapidus
Michael J. Masino
William J. McCann Jr.
Michael P. McClaren
Susan M. McClaren
Michael P. Ravalli
Nanci S. Redman
James W. Ryan III
Denise M. Sheerin
Kathryn L. Tabner
Jennifer A. Whalen

Additional Contributions

Bonnie L. Greene Ackerman
Leigh P. Cole
Diane Davis
James E. Doern
Victor C. Garlock
Brian E. Logan
James P. Murphy
Michael D. Ranalli
Andrew C. Saunders
Justine M. Welch
Stephen J. Wright

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 2

Kate Stoneman Society

David E. McCraw

Amos Dean Club

Christopher C. O’Brien

Ira Harris Club

Marcie Braver
Karen L. Colonna

Amasa Parker Club

Robert E. Bailey
Paul G. Barden
Madeleine M. Jester Carlson
Christine Odell DiNovo
David J. Fernandez
Paul M. Gallagher
Gregg T. Johnson
Andrew M. Klein
Bruce E. Knoll
Suzanne L. Latimer
Thompson G. Page
Christine L. Stetson
Andrea T. Vacca
Kevin M. Walker
Matthew J. Walko
Michael R. Williams

Additional Contributions

Daryl M. Barra
Ingrid M. Van Zon Borwick
Kevin Gross
China Ladner
Thomas A. Olafson
Patrick L. Seely Jr.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 3

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Randolph B. Soggs

Kate Stoneman Society

Michael J. Balch
Paul B. Goucher

Amos Dean Club

Megan M. Brown
Kathryn L. Clune
Charles C. Khym
Adam R. Shaw

Ira Harris Club

Joyce Serbalik Choi
Jill A. Dunn
Gregory W. Gribben

Amasa Parker Club

Christopher C. Gerard
Judith Gaies Kahn
Anthony P. Levatino
Tracy A. Morgan
Bonnie J. Riggi
Stephen N. Schaefer
Ellen C. Schell
Louise K. Sira
Robert R. Tyson
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report of gifts 2007–2008

Additional Contributions

Elaine H. Bartley
John W. Dietz
Charles E. Graney
Marla Baratz Gross
Margaret Murray-Bradshaw
Joseph A. Papa Jr.
Mary Lou Philbin

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 4

Dean’s Silver Circle

Katherine M. Sheehan

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Matthew F. Herman

Amos Dean Club

Margaret Z. Reed
David S. Rothenberg
Joseph H. Warren

Ira Harris Club

Mary A. Berry
Patrick M. Donegan
Jason A. Goebel
Brian P. Lynch
William J. Renahan
Craig T. Shouldice

Amasa Parker Club

Dena T. Amodio
Patricia A. DeAngelis
Brenda K. Eckstein
Andrew R. Ferguson
Debra G. Kathman
Michael J. Mongin
Kimberly A. O’Connor
Alicia R. Ouellette
Robert A. Rausch
Marvis A. Warren
James M. Wood

Additional Contributions

Sunil Bakshi
John B. Casey
Laura Etlinger
Brian E. Flynn
Joseph M. Hein
Rory E. Jurman
Christine Sabino Kiesel
Claudette Y. Newman
Debra J. Renert
Theodore P. Robinson
Steve K. Scott
Daniel P. Tierney

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 5

Kate Stoneman Society

Erin L. Herbst
David M. Hillman
Deborah L. Jones

Amos Dean Club

Irina Kogan
David E. Reid

Ira Harris Club

Patrick T. O’Connor

Amasa Parker Club

Karen A. Butler
Donald M. Cepiel Jr.
Brendan M. Clifford
Joseph A. DeTraglia
John P. DiBartolo Jr.
Jennifer P. Hughes
Camille S. Jobin-Davis
Kevin R. Law
James E. Martel
Victoria A. Plotsky 
Jeffrey B. Schwartz
John S. Tassone
Jennifer Millett Wilbur

Additional Contributions

Julia S. Bielawski
Nicole L. Black
David G. Glass
Lee A. Palmateer

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 6

Kate Stoneman Society

John J. Herbst
Dara H. Hillman
Noelle M. Kinsch
Jason J. Legg
Erin L. Leitman Scott

Amos Dean Club

Christine M. Clark

Ira Harris Club

Lucia A. Ferrara
Diane E. Frazier
Peter A. Lauricella
Amy F. Melican
John W. Melican
Clarissa H. Porter
Carla T. Rutigliano

Amasa Parker Club

Peter W. Brueggen
William M. Hoblock
Neil T. O’Donnell
John F. Queenan
Daren J. Rylewicz
Gillian A. Hirsch Schwartz
Richard A. Sherman
John T. Sly
J. Dormer Stephen III

Additional Contributions

Daniel P. Adams
Amber L. Barber
Lisa E. Brown
Nicole A. Criscione-Szesnat
John T. Um

James S. Walsh
Brian J. Wasser

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 7

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Peter R. Keane

Kate Stoneman Society

David J. Hubbard
Darius Shahinfar
Kathleen A. Yohe

Amos Dean Club

Keiki M. Cabanos
Paul M. Salvino

Ira Harris Club

Melody A. MacKenzie
Deon T. Retemeyer
Holly E. Steuerwald
Shelly L. Stone
Kristen E. Mollnow Walsh

Amasa Parker Club

Thomas R. Gray
Maria B. Morris
Christine M. Motta
Gregg A. Rothkin
Erin S. Stephen
Christine L. Warren

Additional Contributions

Joseph Kuo
Michael P. Naughton Sr.
Louise T. Seeba

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 8

Dean’s Silver Circle

James G. Doyle

Kate Stoneman Society

David A. Blumberg

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Charles W. Judge II
Randall S. Lewis
Kelly C. Wilcove
Neil L. Wilcove

Ira Harris Club

Edward J. Greene Jr.
Arthur I. Prostick
Elizabeth T. Simon

Amasa Parker Club

John P. Albert
Debra C. Brookes
Gerald Bukary
Lisa A. Schryer Cannon
Stephanie T. Dunn
Minerva John-Stull
Melissa J. Nandi
Lisa M. Penpraze
Matthew N. Wells
Jennifer M. Wilson

Additional Contributions

David C. Brennan
Francis J. Brennan
David J. Francis

From Omaha to Albany,  
Scholarship Recipient Plans to Stay
Omaha, Neb., native Alejandro Taylor 
moved east to study anthropology at 
Cornell University. Today, after mov-
ing through a variety of experiences 
since then, including an influential 
time in the Albany Law Clinic & 
Justice Center, the Staff Scholarship 
recipient is looking to stay in the 
Capital Region to serve the personal 
and business tax needs of clients in the 
areas of tax administration, transaction advising and estate 
planning.  

Before law school, Taylor joined a New York City market-
ing firm performing qualitative research on branding for 
Fortune 500 companies.  He moved upstate in 2003 to pursue 
graduate studies at University of Albany in information science, 
but the job he landed at a small law firm in Hudson, N.Y., 
helped change his mind. He moved to Albany in 2005 and 
worked for the AIDS Council of Northeastern New York while 
applying to Albany Law.

Once at Albany Law, he was drawn to the Low Income 
Taxpayer Clinic, strengthening his decision to pursue a career 
in tax law and administration.  

A member of the executive boards of the Latin American 
Law Student Association and OUTlaw, Taylor plans to perform 
pro bono tax work for underserved populations in the area 
after he passes the bar.

Alejandro Taylor
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Honorary & Commemorative Gifts
Albany Law School wishes to express its gratitude to those who have chosen to honor or memorialize a friend or loved 
one with a gift in their name, a gift which provides an enduring testimonial to the honoree.

In Honor of Prof. Vincent M. Bonventre

Peter M. McCormack

In Honor of Prof. Norman T. Deutsch

Joi G. Kush

In Honor of David S. Fooden

Melinda B. Seiden

In Honor of Francis J. Holloway ’54 

Paul Holloway & Eileen Holloway

In Honor of Joi G. Kush

Robert M. Salkin

In Honor of Terence A. Langan ’81 

Mary E. Langan

In Honor of Patricia E. Salkin ’88 

Rex S. Ruthman ’67
Stuart D. Salkin & Sheila D. Salkin

In Honor of Edgar A. Sandman ’46  
& Margaret Sandman

William Manthorne & Jean S. Manthorne
James J. Sandman & Beth Mullin
Margaret M. Sandman
Paul W. Sandman & Mary Beth Sandman

In Honor of Steven M. Smith

Peter A. Mancuso

Members of the Class of 1983  
stipulated that their gifts, made  
this year on the occasion of their 
25th Reunion, be directed to  
scholarships in honor of their two 
property professors, Francis X. 
Wallace ’49 and John C. Welsh ’55.

Paula M. Baker ’83 
Michael E. Basile ’83 
M. Cornelia Cahill ’83 
Henrietta Castillo-Simoes ’83 
Daniel R. Cawley ’83 
John Chang ’83 
Donna M. Clyne ’83 
Annette B. Colloton ’83 
Cathleen K. Condren ’83 
Donald S. DiBenedetto ’83 
Michael J. DiDonato ’83 
Mark P. Donohue ’83 
Martin S. Finn ’83 
Richard A. Frankel ’83 
Mary E. Gallagher ’83 
Michael H. Glor ’83 
Robin D. Goldstein ’83 
Gary H. Gutchess ’83 
Susan M. Halpern ’83 
William N. Hendricks III ’83 
Stephen L. Hicks ’83 
Jeffrey D. Honeywell ’83 
Peter B. Jones ’83  
Camille T. Kahler ’83 
James E. Kelly ’83 
Valerie Kerker ’83 

Edmund P. Kos ’83 
Brian P. Krzykowski ’83 
Andrew I. Loeb ’83 
Edward F. McArdle ’83 
Mary Ann McGinn ’83 
Martha L. Miller ’83 
Michael J. Misiaszek ’83 
Cheryl A. Mugno ’83 
Thelma N. Neira ’83 
Mark A. Nordstrom ’83 
Gail M. Norris ’83 
Michael D. Norris ‘83
John H. Parmeter Jr. ’83 
Lisa A. Oppedisano Payne ’83 
Kevin L. Peryer ’83 
Andrea M. Quercia ’83 
Florence M. Richardson ’83 
Barbara A. Roesch Rokow ’83 
Charles I. Schachter ’83 
William F. Schwitter Jr. ’83 
Martin Scully Jr. ’83 
Alice Shoemaker ’83 
Nancy D. Snyder ’83
Douglas S. Trokie ’83  
Leo H. Wasserman ’83 
Jameson P. Wells ’83 
Ann S. Williams ’83
Peter S. Wilson Jr. ’83 
Gregory W. Wise ’83 

In Honor of Mary M. Wood  
& Robert A. Emery

Francis H. Anderson ’47

In Honor of Jamie A. Woodward ’80 

George Ann Woodward

In Memory of Hon. Warren M.  
Anderson ’40 

Jonathan M. Victor

In Memory of Joseph N. Barnett ’29 

Arnold Barnett & Mary Jo Barnett
Mildred K. Barnett

In Memory of Edgar Blumberg ’42  
& Elliot J. Wachs ’71 

Bryan S. Bilfield M.D. & Kathy K. Bilfield
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Bilfield

In Memory of Christopher S. Chow ’93 

Mei Y. Chow
Alex Y. Seita
Sheila E. Shea ’86
Ronald L. Thompson Sr. & Sheryll D. Thompson

In Memory of Frances Enides  
& Lena J Millett

Adolph J. Ferro & Julie C. Ferro
Walter F. Risler & Rosemary E. Risler

In Memory of Alexander T. Galloway ’67 

Rebecca B. Galloway

In Memory of Barry A. Gold ’70 

Bryan S. Bilfield M.D. & Kathy K. Bilfield

In Memory of Thomas A. Hoffman

John M. Collins

In Memory of Anita Klare

Patricia E. Salkin ’88

In Memory of Edgar C. Leonhardt ’51 

Bucknell University

In Memory of Robert E. Littlefield ’52 

Gloria Littlefield

In Memory of Karen C. McGovern ’01 

William P. McGovern III ’68 & Barbara McGovern

In Memory of Lena J. Millett

Stephen Aviza & Patricia Aviza
Keith Baker & Amelia Baker
Alfred Digiulio & Joan Digiulio
William C. Ferrero & Wendy L. Ferrero
Martin Goldsmith & Jean M. O’Donnell Goldsmith
Sharon Hope
Hildegard A. Mabeus
J & R’s Plumbing & Heating
Herbert B. Kuhn
Paul L. Maher & Karen H. Maher
James Marcello & Eleanor M. Marcello
Elizabeth McAneny
Mixed Merchants Bowling League
William J. Perone Jr. & Mary L. Perone
Kevin M. Reeth & Deborah L. Reeth
Jim Remington & Patricia Remington
Joanne M. Ryan
Joseph Schillinger
George H. Tyrrell

In Memory of Donna J. Morse ’91 

Lawrence R. Yantz & Theresa Yantz

In Memory of Robert Novark ’25 

Penny S. Haitkin

In Memory of Peter R. Porco ’77 

Shawn D. Flaherty ‘81

In Memory of John Serbalik ’53 

Joyce Serbalik Choi ‘93

In Memory of Prof. Howard T. Sprow

Judith Gaies Kahn ‘93

In Memory of Carol Turner-Mitchell ’84 

Kate T. Loughney

In Memory of Elliot John Wachs ’71 

George N. Curtis ‘71



report of gifts 2007–2008

Karen P. MacNish
Teresa M. Pare
Diana E. Skelly
Jennifer G. Sober

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 9

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Natalie A. Carraway
Michelle Holmes Ladouceur
Alexander Powhida
Matthew P. Side
Joshua S. Vinciguerra

Ira Harris Club

Ian S. MacDonald

Amasa Parker Club

Michael D. Ferrarese Sr.
Tina L. Hartwell
Kimberly A. Rosenberg
Torrance L. Schmitz
Jessica L. Schneider
Donna M. Snyder
Michael T. Snyder
Katherine R. Van Loan

Additional Contributions

Suzan D. Bulbulkaya
Jason N. Cooper
James W. Dayter Jr.
Colleen M. Diaz
Frederick F. Erikson
Riele J. Morgiewicz
Krishna N. O’Neal
David Perino
Frederic P. Skinner Jr.
Wendy Van Wie

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 0

Kate Stoneman Society

Nancy R. Furnari
Heather D. Harp
Kevin C. Harp

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Margery C. Eddy

Ira Harris Club

Christopher J. Watt

Amasa Parker Club

George E. Lamarche III
James T. Maxwell II

Additional Contributions

Anonymous
Kristen G. Casey
James C. Cosgrove
Richard A. Fuerst
Andrew N. Greher
Karen A. Moreno
Jennifer A. Murphy
Justina R. Cintron Perino
John R. Vero

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 1

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Robert R. Glynn

Faculty & Staff
Giving by faculty and staff is a tradition at Albany Law, and the law school is justifiably 
proud of its higher-than-average national participation rate. 100% of full-time faculty 
and 75% of staff made a gift to the law school in 2007-2008, supporting the Schaffer Law 
Library, Moot Court and other co-curricular programs, the Government Law Center, the 
endowment, clinical programs, financial aid, the Science and Technology Law Center, 
among other areas. Members of the staff also established a scholarship fund to help 
ease the loan burden on students.

Dean’s Silver Circle

Thomas F. Guernsey 
Kathe Klare

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Francis H. Anderson ’47+
David D. Siegel+

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Helen E. Adams-Keane
Patricia E. Salkin ’88

Kate Stoneman Society

Robert A. Barker+
Ira M. Bloom
Vincent M. Bonventre
Beverly Cohen ’87
Norman T. Deutsch
Paul Finkelman
James Thuo Gathii
Katheryn D. Katz ’70
Mary A. Lynch
Connie M. Mayer
Dale L. Moore
Nancy K. Ota
Peter Preiser
Laurie F. Shanks
Francis X. Wallace ’49+
John C. Welsh ’55+

Amos Dean Club

Robert T. Begg
Edward P. Brennan
Robert A. Emery
Stephen E. Gottlieb
James R. Kellerhouse
Nancy M. Maurer
Daniel G. Moriarty
David A. Pratt
Victor E. Rauscher
Alex Y. Seita
Mary M. Wood

Ira Harris Club

Richard J. Bartlett+
Melissa L. Breger
Patrick M. Connors
Annette Kahler
Stephanie V. Leslie
Deborah A. Mann ’79
Sandra L. Mans
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Karen Minahan

Amasa Parker Club

Raymond H. Brescia
Mark E. Bryan
Joanne M. Casey
Christine S. Chung
Joseph M. Connors ’88
Harold Dubroff
Anthony P. Farley
Joann Fitzsimmons
Maria Grahn-Farley
Peter H. Halewood
Sheldon W. Halpern
Lenese C. Herbert
Dorothy E. Hill
Michael J. Hutter Jr.
Barbara Jordan-Smith
Jennifer Kroez
C. Benjie Louis
Steve H. McClaney
Paul D. Moore
Alicia R. Ouellette ’94
Rosemary Queenan
Christina A. Sebastian
David Singer
Sandra M. Stevenson ’71
Evelyn M. Tenenbaum
Susan Terwilliger
Tammy Weinman
Donna E. Young

Additional Contributions

Pamela J. Armstrong ’86
Kelly A. Ashe
Rose Mary K. Bailly
Jennifer J. Balak
Audrey Bell
Frederick W. Brewer
Darlene Cardillo
Robert W. Cederberg
Barbara A. Chandler
J. Stephen Clark
Theresa R. Colbert
John M. Collins
Wendy B. Davis
Laurie Dayter
Sherri L. Donnelly
Samara A. Dorward
Colleen M. Emma
Ashley Fluster
Kerry L. Gecewicz

Jean M. O’Donnell Goldsmith
Christine M. Halverson ’07
Gina Hoefer
Lynn Holland
Rachael B. Hunsinger
John E. Kenny
Beverly J. Kenton
Pamela J. Kleppel
Geraldine A. Lasher
Bennett M. Liebman
Richard L. Ludwick
Timothy D. Lytton
Barbara A. Mabel
Sherri A. Meyer
Michele A. Monforte
Morgan L. Morrissey
Sharmaine Moseley
James A. Murphy III
Rebecca Z. Murphy
Justin D. Myers ’07
Sue E. Nohai
Donna J. Parent
Michele K. Poole ’07
Lisa A. Portolano
Ariane Putnam
Rosetta Rawlins
James D. Redwood
Eileen Roepe
Constance P. Rohloff
Kris G. Ross
Colleen E. Smith
John Springsteen
Laurie A. Stevens
Kevin F. Sullivan
Samuel Sullivan
Christopher Sundquist 
Lisa A. Suto
Jenean M. Taranto
Evette Tejada
James C. Thurley Jr.
Traci F. Tosh
Jennifer M. Tromblee
Mary E. Wager
Andrea Wedler
Joyce A. Whiting
Pershia M. Wilkins

+Faculty Emeritus



Class of 2008 Senior Gift
For 17 years, each graduating class has presented Albany Law School 
with a class gift. In celebration of their final year at Albany Law 
School, the Class of 2008 directed their efforts towards the Loan 
Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP). LRAP is designed to help 
alleviate the financial burden of educational loan repayment upon 
students who wish to pursue careers in public interest law, as well as 
city, county and state attorney’s offices, and agencies operated by a 
city, county or state.

Thank you to: 
Student Barrister Society

Kenneth J. Dow
Lauren L. Hunt ’09 

Additional Contributions

Anonymous
Saima A. Akhtar
Elizabeth M. Connolly
Margaret E. Dougherty
Gordon W. Eddy
Allegra R. Edelman
Marnie J. Freeman
Sarah I. Goldman
Lawrence E. Goldstein
Erik R. Hamner

Ryan V. Horstmyer
Ryan P. Keleher
Adrienne L. Kepner
Kelcie R. McLaughlin
Ali N. Nusbaum
Jeffrey M. Pepe
Marc S. Roman
Adam M. Schaible
Mark A. Simoni
Andrew D. Spike
Megan L. Thisse
Jonathan M. Victor
Dilay M. Watson
Thomas G. Wilder

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Darren P. Cunningham

Ira Harris Club

David A. Ehrlich

Amasa Parker Club

Kristen M. Benson
Ryan T. Donovan
Gerald Jospitre
Darryll S. Towsley
Arthur Anyuan Yuan

Additional Contributions

Stacey L. Brown
Kileen C. Davies
Linda M. Blom Johnson
Dorothy-Jane C. Porpeglia
Christina L. Roberts-Ryba
John B. Robeson
Gina M. Spadaro
Elisha S. Tomko
Sean A. Tomko

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 2

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Patrick K. Jordan
Sandra D. Rivera

Ira Harris Club

David C. Bruffett Jr.
Amy J. Kellogg
Todd G. Monahan
Claude W. Shelverton

Amasa Parker Club

Devon T. Conway
William T. Conway III
Brian R. Haak
Jordana M. Kaufman
Samuel J. Kaufman
Frank K. Staiano
Xiaoqin Zhang

Additional Contributions

Justyn P. Bates
Karla M. Williams Buettner
Mary Frances Carr
Fatima Goodman
Thomas J. Higgs
Natasha Kerry
John A. Mancini
Whitney M. Phelps
Stephen P. Sherwin
Tracy A. Swanson

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 3

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Alyssa B. Cunningham
Laura M. Jordan
Helmut S. Philipp
Molly J. Slingerland

Amasa Parker Club

Harrison F. Aldrich Jr.
Abisodun S. Balogun
Mathew P. Barry
Harumi Fujino
Jaclyn M. Lanni
Meredith A. Moriarty

Fei-Lu Qian
Eric P. Sugar
Soma S. Syed
Daniel B. Wade
James M. Whalen

Additional Contributions

Maria L. Dracker Ascenzo
Kevin T. Bezio
Lisa M. Bonacci
Adrienne D. Bonilla
Young I. Choi
Paul G. Flint
Jessica R. Giroux
Matthew F. Guilbault
Jessica J. Hall
Janet K. Kealy
Michael E. Kenneally Jr.
Gregory R. Nearpass
Earl T. Redding
Laura K. Turnblom

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 4

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Norman W. Kee
Christopher K. Mills

Amasa Parker Club

Pina M. Campagna
Clorisa L. Cook
Heena Shaikh
Benjamin J. Wolf

Additional Contributions

Cynthia H. Beaudoin
Elizabeth F. Colombo
Catherine A. Corlett
Crystal A. Doolity
Eric R. Gee
Kimberly A. Glennon
Peter J. Glennon
Lisa A. Gray
Sharon L. Higginbotham
Brooke D. Werner McEckron
Paula J. O’Brien
G. Nagesh Rao
Andrew J. Staub
Mark Visscher

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 5

Kate Stoneman Society

Catherine L. Bonventre

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Nancy Kim

Amasa Parker Club

Gary D. Anderson
Todd M. Beaton Jr.
Sarah E. Gold
Jeffery V. Jamison
Meghan R. Keenholts
Dana L. Salazar
John G. Salvador

Additional Contributions

Douglas M. Cherno
Beth S. Cooper
Melceditha L. Diegor
Michael W. Donohue

Christopher T. Higgins
Paul M. Kampfer
Noelle E. Lagueux-Alvarez
Justin C. Levin
William T. Little
Mary S. McMinn
Abigail Nitka
Courtney S. Radick
Nicole Strippoli
Allen J. Vickey

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 6

Dean’s Platinum Circle

Benjamin D. Gold

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Frederick M. Fink

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Anna K. Christian
Heather M. Hage
Amanda L. Ordyk

Amasa Parker Club

Ryan T. Emery
Mark D. Kaplowitz
Stephanie A. Straw

Additional Contributions

Lynelle K. Bosworth
Adjoa A. Debrah-Dwamena
Daisy G. Ford
Adam P. Jameson
Hariklea D. Javaras
Haonian Lu
Robert W. Marchiony

Bridgid C. O’Connor
Joshua L. Oppenheimer
Sarah L. Rapke
Jessica C. Satriano
Sergio D. Simoes
Christopher E. Wilcox

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 7

G.O.L.D. Barrister Society

Ronney L. Rosenberg

Amasa Parker Club

Jonathan E. Gunther

Additional Contributions

Jeffrey P. Barringer
Jacqueline D. Mecchella Bushwack
Christian R. Castro
Rhonda M. Corcoran
Benjamin M. Friedman
Brian J. Gillin
Matthew J. Griesemer
Christine M. Halverson
Mahta Khanjar
Stuart L. Kossar
Larry R. Martinez
Justin D. Myers
Michele K. Poole
David W. Schweikert
Sarah A. Spain
Jennifer R. Sunderlin
Janette M. Vincenzi
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New Endowment Funds
Each year, Albany Law School receives a number of 
restricted gifts for the purpose of endowing  
professorships, scholarships, programs and prizes.  
Gifts to Albany Law School’s endowment provide  
funding in perpetuity.  Below are newly endowed  
funds established in the 2007-2008 year.

James Campbell Matthews Distinguished Professor of 
Jurisprudence 

James Campbell Matthews, Class of 1870, was the first African-
American graduate of Albany Law School and the first black  
judge in New York State. In 1872, his first major lawsuit resulted  
in a victory which forced the City of Albany to desegregate its  
public schools. The professorship named in his honor was funded 
through an anonymous bequest.  

Christopher S. Chow ’93 Scholarship

The Christopher S. Chow ’93 Memorial Scholarship was endowed 
by Mrs. Mei Y. Chow in memory of her son, Christopher S. Chow. 
It is intended for students in good academic standing with  
financial need.

Klare-Guernsey Scholarship 

Recognizing the importance of promoting diversity at the law 
school, Dean Thomas F. Guernsey and Professor Kathe Klare 
endowed the Klare-Guernsey scholarship and designated it for 
underrepresented students as defined by Albany Law School  
guidelines for diversity scholarships. Students must have financial 
need and be in good academic standing.

Eugene M. Karp, Esq. ’56 Prize in Trusts & Estates

Beatrice M. Karp, retired Albany Law School staff member,  
established this prize in memory of her husband, Eugene M. Karp, 
Class of 1956, in order to support the vision of the law school to 
provide awards to students who have distinguished themselves in 
specific disciplines of law. The fund will provide a Commencement 
prize for the student having the highest standing in the subject of 
Trusts & Estates.

report of gifts 2007–2008

ALBANY LAW CLINIC  
& JUSTICE CENTER

Altria Group Inc.
Melissa L. Breger
Kerry L. Gecewicz
Peter H. Halewood
Steven M. Klein ’88
Michael S. Kozubek ’73
Legal Aid Society of Northeastern 

NY Inc.
Betty Lugo ’84
Mary A. Lynch
Michelle S. Marcus ’87
Nancy M. Maurer
Renee Z. Merges ’83
David Perino ’99  

& Justina R. Cintron Perino ’00
Erin L. Leitman Scott ’96

James Marcello & Eleanor M. 
Marcello

Elizabeth McAneny
Mixed Merchants Bowling League
William J. Perone Jr.  

& Mary L. Perone
Kevin M. Reeth & Deborah L. Reeth
Walter F. Risler
Joanne M. Ryan
Joseph Schillinger
George H. Tyrrell

Edgar A. and Margaret Sandman 
Research Fellowship 
Bank of America
Judith Gaies Kahn ’93
A. William Manthorne  

& Jean S. Manthorne
James J. Sandman & Beth Sandman
Paul W. Sandman  

& Mary Beth Sandman

FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP

Ford Foundation

GOVERNMENT LAW CENTER

Robert C. Batson ’75
Bogdan Lasky & Kopley L.L.C.
Kenneth W. Bond
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Capitol Strategies Group LLC
Congregation Beth Emeth
Bartley J. Costello III ’72 
Melceditha L. Diegor ’05
E-BizDocs Inc.
E. Stewart Jones Law Firm PLLC
Fred J. Emery ’57
Featherstonhaugh, Wiley, Clyne  

& Cordo LLP
Rebecca B. Galloway
Jessica R. Giroux ’03
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Jonathan E. Gunther ’07
Hinman Straub P.C.
John A. Jackson ’90
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66
John J. Kelliher
James P. King ’59
Andrew M. Klein ’92
Deborah R. Liebman ’80  

& Bennett M. Liebman
Barbara A. Mabel
Mary S. McMinn ’05
Michele A. Monforte
Paul D. Moore
New York Life Insurance Company
Nixon Peabody LLP
Patricia Lynch Associates Inc.
William E. Redmond ’55
Richard A. Reed ’81
Rex S. Ruthman ’67
Patricia E. Salkin ’88
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Sandra M. Stevenson ’71

76

Darius Shahinfar ’97  
& Noelle M. Kinsch ’96

Nicole F. Soucy
Susan Terwilliger
Janette M. Vincenzi ’07
Lisa A. Whitney ’71
Donna E. Young

ANNUAL FUND DISCRETIONARY

A Cone of Our Own**
Albany Aqua Ducks Inc.**
Albany Marriott**
Alibi’s Martini Lounge**
Butcher Block**
Comedy Works**
Barbara D. Cottrell ’84
Delmonico’s Italian Steakhouse**
James G. Doyle ’98
Dutch Apple Cruise II**

El Loco Mexican Café**
Thania F. Fernandez ’85** 
Grandma’s Country Restaurant**
KeyBank of Eastern NY
LexisNexis - Matthew Bender
Lou-Bea’s Pizza**
Maiden Lane Parking Company**
McDonald’s Fox Management**
Robert C. Miller ’68**
Mrs. Sunshine’s Café**
My Linh**
Nicole’s Restaurant & Catering**
Ohio State University
Olive Garden**
Paesan’s Pizza & Restaurant**
Pearl Restaurant & Lounge**
Helmut S. Philipp ’03  

& Molly J. Slingerland ’03** 
Smith Philipp PLLC
Spectrum 8 Theatres**
Stuyvesant Plaza Inc.**
The Century House**
The Cheesecake Factory**
The Desmond**
The Ginger Man**
The Madison Theater**
The Washington Tavern**
Thomson West**

BARRY GOLD ’70 HEALTH LAW 
CLINICAL PROGRAM

Bryan S. Bilfield M.D.  
& Kathy K. Bilfield

M. Sherry Gold, Benjamin D. Gold 
’06 & Sari Gold 

ENDOWED FELLOWSHIPS  
& PROFESSORSHIPS

Warren M. Anderson ’40  
Graduate Fellowship in Government 
Administration & Regulation
Hinman, Howard & Kattell LLP
Robert S. Rose ’68
Security Mutual Life Insurance 

Company

Edward M. Cameron Jr. ’21  
Public Service Fellowship
Lyric Foundation

Con G. Cholakis Public Service 
Fellowship 
Demetrius G. Kalamaras ’87

Joseph C. Foiadelli ’97 Public Service 
Fellowship
Stephen Aviza & Patricia Aviza
Keith Baker & Amelia Baker
Alfred Digiulio & Joan Digiulio
William C. Ferrero  

& Wendy L. Ferrero
Adolph J. Ferro & Julie C. Ferro
Jean M. O’Donnell Goldsmith
J & R’s Plumbing & Heating
Herbert B. Kuhn
Hildegard A. Mabeus
Paul L. Maher

Annual Restricted, Capital & Endowment Gifts



Warren M. Anderson Breakfast Series
Warren M. Anderson ’40*
Hiscock & Barclay LLP
Pauline E. Williman
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman 

& Dicker LLP

Network Membership
John S. Banta
Richard A. Berkley
Mary A. Berry ’94
Brown, McMahon & Weinraub
Glen T. Bruening ’89
Colwell, Ferrentino &  

Petroccione LLP
Kenneth J. Connolly
Robert G. Conway Jr. ’76
Bartley J. Costello III ’72
Peter L. Danziger ’73
Davidoff Malito & Hutcher LLP
Garrett E. DeGraff ’77
Eugene D. DeSantis ’78
E. Stewart Jones Law Firm PLLC
James W. Everett Jr.
Michael C. Fallon
Lucia A. Ferrara ’96
Robert J. Fleury ’82
Howard J. Goldsmith
Victoria A. Graffeo ’77
Anne Marie Haber
Hawkins, Delafield & Wood LLP
Christopher T. Higgins ’05
Thea Hoeth ’76
Nancy E. Hoffman
William R. Holzapfel ’58
James F. Horan ’80
Jacobowitz & Gubits LLP
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66
John J. Kelliher
Paul R. Kietzman ’72
Richard E. Leckerling
Ruth E. Leistensnider ’88
Elizabeth O. Little
Malkin & Ross
John A. Mancini ’02
Kerry D. Marsh ’70
Marsh Washerman & Associates PC
Robert D. McEvoy
Mediation Matters Inc.
C. Todd Miles ’80
NYS Association of Realtors Inc.
O’Connell and Aronowitz P.C.
Sharon P. O’Conor ’79
Erin M. O’Grady-Parent ’89
Joseph R. Palozzola
Emilio A. Petroccione ’82
Pinsky & Pinsky
Philip C. Pinsky
J Matthew Plunkett
Professional Insurance Agents
Howard Protter
Robert W. Redmond ’71
Richard Rifkin
Sandra D. Rivera ’02
Irene K. Ropelewski ’81
Keith D. Sernick
Shirley A. Siegel
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Paul Sieloff ’84
Amelia F. Stern ’81
Richard A. Stoloff
The After School Corp
Christine J. Timber ’75
Randolph F. Treece ’76
Francis M. Tucker
Laura K. Turnblom ’03
Weingarten & Reid Associates
James M. Whalen ’03
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP
Lois Wilson

Racing and Gaming Program
Patrick M. Connors
Chris E. Wittstruck

Clarence D. Rappleyea Government 
Lawyer in Residence
Victoria A. Graffeo ’77
Hiscock & Barclay LLP
Dale M. Volker

Senior Citizens’ Law Day
Capital District Physicans Health 

Plan Inc.

PRIZES

Annual Prizes
Capital District Trial Lawyers 

Association
Capital Region Bankruptcy Bar 

Association
LexisNexis–Matthew Bender
Matlaw Systems Corporation

Francis H. Anderson Negotiation 
Award
Francis H. Anderson ’47
Robert A. Emery
Mary M. Wood

Edward M. Cameron Jr. ’21 
Memorial Prize
Lyric Foundation

John Dugan Prize
George Ann Woodward

Domenick L. Gabrielli Competition 
Prize
Veronica G. Keegan ’86

Government Law Center Prize
Patricia E. Salkin ’88

Intellectual Property Prize
Annette Kahler

Donna Jo Morse Prize
Lawrence R. Yantz & Theresa Yantz

Isabelle Redman Prize
Barbara D. Cottrell ’84

Securities Regulation Prize
J. Dormer Stephen III ’96

PROGRAMS

Client Advocacy & Litigation
Edward P. Swyer

Edwin Crawford Lecture Series
The Saratoga Associates

Law Day Reception
Kimberly A. Glennon ’04
Peter J. Glennon ’04

Law Journals
Courtney S. Radick ’05
Laurie A. Stevens
Samuel Sullivan

Law Review Fund
Jeffrey P. Barringer ’07
Jennifer R. Sunderlin ’07

Loan Repayment Assistance Program
Saima A. Akhtar ’08 
Albany Law School
Elizabeth M. Connolly ’08
Margaret E. Dougherty ’08
Kenneth J. Dow ’08
Gordon W. Eddy ’08
Allegra R. Edelman ’08
Marnie J. Freeman ’08
Sarah I. Goldman ’08
Lawrence E. Goldstein ’08
Erik R. Hamner ’08
Ryan V. Horstmyer ’08
Lauren L. Hunt ’09 
Ryan P. Keleher ’08
Adrienne L. Kepner ’08 
C. Benjie Louis 
Mary A. Lynch 
Kelcie R. McLaughlin ’08
Dale L. Moore
Ali N. Nusbaum ’08
Jeffrey M. Pepe ’08
Marc S. Roman ’08
Adam M. Schaible
Mark A. Simoni ’08
Andrew D. Spike ’08
Megan L. Thisse ’08
Thomson West
Jonathan M. Victor ’08
Dilay M. Watson ’08
Thomas G. Wilder ’08

Moot Court
Jeffrey K. Anderson ’81
Megan M. Brown ’93
William J. Gray ’58
David Perino ’99
Lisa A. Portolano
Torrance L. Schmitz ’99
Katherine R. Van Loan ’99

Realize the Future Campaign Gifts
Richard A. Frye ’58
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66

Schaffer Law Library
Robert W. Cederberg
John M. Collins

Martha J. Doyle
Janet K. Kealy ’03
Beverly J. Kenton
Cornelius J. O’Connor Jr. ’77
Robert S. Ryan ’76

Swyer Workshops
The Swyer Foundation Inc.

Trial Term
Laurie F. Shanks

SCHOLARSHIPS

Anonymous
Kelly A. Ashe
David W. Beier ’73
Audrey Bell
Bickel & Brewer Foundation
Mark E. Bryan
Bucknell University
Richard G. Chalifoux Jr. ’84
Beverly Cohen ’87
Linda J. Cohen ’82
Theresa R. Colbert
Wendy B. Davis
James W. Dayter Jr. ’99 & Laurie 

Dayter
Colleen M. Diaz ’99
Daniel P. Fletcher ’88
Diane E. Frazier ’96
Benjamin M. Friedman ’07
Richard C. Giardino ’84
Robert R. Glynn ’01
Jean M. O’Donnell Goldsmith
Paul B. Goucher ’93
Lori-Ann Hamill
William N. Hendricks III ’83
Donald P. Hirshorn ’59
Christian F. Hummel ’81
Rachael B. Hunsinger
Deborah L. Jones ’95
Katheryn D. Katz ’70
Noelle M. Kinsch ’96
Suzanne L. Latimer ’92
Betty Lugo ’84
Larry R. Martinez ’07
William P. McGovern III ’68
Sherri A. Meyer
Morgan L. Morrissey
David A. Munro
Thelma N. Neira ’83
Charles E. O’Brien ’75
Jeanine Arden Ornt ’80
Donna J. Parent
Lisa A. Payne ’83
Lisa A. Portolano
Sarah L. Rapke ’06
James D. Redwood
Deon T. Retemeyer ’97
Sandra D. Rivera ’02
Barbara A. Roesch Rokow ’83
Constance P. Rohloff
James W. Ryan III ’91
George A. Schindler ’58
Colleen E. Smith
Joseph F. Stellato
Lisa A. Suto



Many thanks to:
Student Barrister Society

Anonymous
Michael N. Bruno
Danielle E. Holley
Peter M. McCormack
Valerie B. Rhodes
Christopher M. Ridley
James L. Riotto
Robert M. Salkin
Krupa A. Shah

Additional Contributions

Joshua B. Boone
Leticia I. Castaneda
Jeremy A. Cooney
Daniel C. Cummings
Laura M. Darling
Lauren K. DeLuca
Aaron M. Dimitri
Stephen J. Dushko
Peter L. Faherty
Daniel B. Feintuck
David S. Fooden

Class of 2010 Legacy Fund
In the fall of 2007, members of the first-year class approached the Albany Law School staff with an 
idea to launch a student philan-thropy initiative to benefit the school. By spring, the idea had grown 
into the Class of 2010 Legacy Fund. The program, which educates students about the necessity for 
fundraising to keep the law school strong and provides networking opportunities for those who provide 
financial support, quickly took on a life of its own. At a two-hour kickoff event at the Fort Orange 
Club, members of the class secured commitments from a surprising 30% of the class and raised an 
astonishing $10,000. Dean Thomas Guernsey and Professor Kathe Klare offered to match all gifts 
made that evening, leveraging a total of $20,000. All funds from the Class of 2010 Legacy Fund will 
count towards the class’ senior gift.

Organizers and student trustees of the Legacy Fund hope that subsequent classes will continue this 
student tradition of “giving back.” They also hope that student giving will motivate others. As Robert 
Salkin ’10 said during the kickoff party, “We want our alumni to know how much we value our law 
school education. We hope that our giving will encourage them to also give.”

Special thanks to the Trustees of the Class of 2010 Student Legacy Fund who rallied their class and 
achieved such success to advance the mission of Albany Law School: Joshua Boone, Jeremy Cooney, 
Stephanie Hughes, Ken Jello, Amy Ottaviano, Mitchell Pawluk, Meredith Perry, Rob Salkin, 
Guinevere Seaward, Krupa Shah and Lisa Ugelow.

James G. Foster
Brian R. Grimsley
Farrah N. Haider
Samantha G. Howell
Stephanie E. Hughes
Jessica M. Janak
Paul M. Janeski
Kenneth J. Jello
Matt B. Kellogg
Zoran G. Kuljis
Joi G. Kush
Kristin M. Lagonegro
Mary E. Langan
Matthew J. Laroche
Michael S. Levenson
Kate T. Loughney
Jesse D. Lubin
Peter A. Mancuso
Ken J. McCauley
Erin S. McGrath
Imran T. Mir
Michael H. Moe

Mohammad Ali M. Naquvi
Amy R. Ottaviano
Melissa R. Pageau
Lisa A. Pantuso
Mitchell J. Pawluk
Anthony D. Pegion
Sarah A. Pellerin
Meredith L. Perry
Sebastian P. Przybyla
Joseph D. Rossi
Guinevere S. Seaward
Melinda B. Seiden
Kyle R. Shollenberger
Robert J. Shore
Austin T. & Melissa Shufelt
Yana Siganur
Steven M. Smith
Amy M. Tu
Lisa M. Ugelow
Renee S. Vandenwallbake
Vitaliy Volpov
Kristin I. Wernig

report of gifts 2007–2008
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William A. Toomey Jr. ’55
Traci F. Tosh
Noreen J. Van Doren ’86
Mary E. Wager
Kevin M. Walker ’92
Andrea Wedler
Tammy Weinman
Pershia M. Wilkins
William A. Toomey Jr. ’55 
Xiaoqin Zhang ’02

Ayco–Albany Law School Alumni 
Scholarship
American Express Foundation
Nancy R. Furnari ’00
Edward A. Graham ’82

Gary M. Hind ’80
Joseph D. Mitchell ’84 & Carol 

Turner-Mitchell ’84*
Charles W. Judge II ’98
Arthur I. Prostick ’98
David S. Rothenberg ’94
Shelly L. Stone ’97

Joseph N. Barnett ’29 Memorial 
Scholarship
Arnold Barnett & Mary Jo Barnett
Mildred K. Barnett

Christopher S. Chow ’93 Scholarship 
Mei Y. Chow
Alex Y. Seita

Sheila E. Shea ’86
Ronald L. Thompson Sr. & Sheryll 

D. Thompson

Elaine M. & Myron J. Cohn ’36 
Scholarship
Elaine M. & Myron J. Cohn 

Foundation

Doling Family Scholarship
Stuart P. Doling ’63 & Ann Doling

Seymour Fox ’49 Scholarship
Seymour Fox ’49 

David Greenberg Memorial 
Scholarship
Stuart D. Salkin & Sheila D. Salkin

Mitchell L. Hallow ’78 Memorial 
Scholarship
Joseph W. Sheehan ’78

Juanita & John Jackson ’90 
Scholarship 
John A. Jackson ’90  

& Juanita Jackson

E. Stewart Jones Sr. ’35 Memorial 
Scholarship
E. Stewart Jones Jr. ’66

Klare-Guernsey Scholarship
Thomas F. Guernsey
Kathe Klare

Robert E. Littlefield ’52 Scholarship
Gloria Littlefield
Robert E. Littlefield Jr. ’76

Arthur F. Mathews ’62 Memorial 
Scholarship
Robert B. McCaw
Richard L. Sippel ’63

The A. Lindsay and Olive B. 
O’Connor Scholarship
The A. Lindsay and Olive B. 

O’Connor Foundation

Lawrence I. & Blanche H. Rhodes 
Memorial Scholarship
Lawrence I. & Blanche H. Rhodes 

Memorial Fund

Stanley A. Rosen ’68 Memorial 
Scholarship
McNamee, Lochner, Titus & 

Williams P.C.

William M. Watkins Scholarship
James E. Hacker ’84
William W. Pulos ’80

The Professor John C. Welsh ’55 
Scholarship
M. Diane Bodman
John J. Welsh ’88

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  
LAW CENTER

Darlene Cardillo
Andrew M. Klein ’92
Rory J. Radding ’75
George R. Repper ’81
Thomson West
Stephen V. Treglia ’79

THE LAUREL SOCIETY

David D. Siegel
Eugene R. Spada ’66

UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT

Anonymous
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Victor E. Rauscher

*Deceased
**In-Kind
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Dean’s Platinum Circle

Anonymous
M. Sherry Gold & Sari Gold
Edward P. Swyer

Dean’s Silver Circle

Mei Y. Chow
Dianne Kopff

Justice Robert H. Jackson 
Society

Arnold Barnett & Mary Jo Barnett
Kenneth W. Bond
Corinne Collins

Justice David J. Brewer 
Society

Marguerite Ford*
James J. Sandman & Beth Mullin
Paul W. Sandman  

& Mary Beth Sandman

Friends of Albany Law School
Kate Stoneman Society

Mildred K. Barnett
Sanjay Correa
Ann Doling
Rebecca B. Galloway
A. William Manthorne  

& Jean S. Manthorne
R. Matthew Sweeney
Pauline E. Williman
Mary F. Yanas

Amos Dean Club

John J. Kelliher
Gloria Littlefield

Ira Harris Club

Penny S. Haitkin
Michael Hayes
Paul Holloway & Eileen Holloway

Amasa Parker Club

Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Bilfield
Alton S. Cartwright
Alfred Digiulio & Joan Digiulio
Martha J. Doyle

Adolph J. Ferro & Julie C. Ferro
Robert J. Freeman
Sharon Hope
Hildegard A. Mabeus
Robert B. McCaw
David A. Munro
Richard Rifkin
Steven A. Rogers
Donald A. Schneider  

& Diana Schneider
Joseph F. Stellato
Richard A. Stoloff
George H. Tyrrell
George Ann Woodward
Lawrence R. Yantz & Theresa Yantz

Additional Contributions

Stephen Aviza & Patricia Aviza
Keith Baker & Amelia Baker
Dr. Bryan S. Bilfield  

& Kathy K. Bilfield
William C. Ferrero  

& Wendy L. Ferrero

Martin Goldsmith  
& Jean M. O’Donnell Goldsmith

Lori-Ann Hamill
Robert A. Kent
Herbert B. Kuhn
Paul L. Maher & Karen H. Maher
James Marcello  

& Eleanor M. Marcello
Elizabeth McAneny
William J. Perone Jr.  

& Mary L. Perone
Kevin M. Reeth & Deborah L. Reeth
Jim Remington & Patricia Remington
Walter F. Risler & Rosemary E. Risler
Joanne M. Ryan
Stuart D. Salkin & Sheila D. Salkin
Margaret M. Sandman
Joseph Schillinger
Shirley A. Siegel
Nicole F. Soucy
Ronald L. Thompson Sr.  

& Sheryll D. Thompson
Lois Wilson

A Cone of Our Own** 
Aetna Foundation Inc.
Albany Aqua Ducks Inc.** 
Albany International Corporation
Albany Marriott** 
Alibi’s Martini Lounge** 
Allied World Assurance Company
Altria Group Inc.
American Express Foundation
American Express Gift Program
American International Group
AXA Financial Inc.
Bank of America
Bank of New York
Bausch & Lomb Incorporated
Bickel & Brewer Foundation
Bogdan Lasky & Kopley L.L.C.
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Brown, McMahon & Weinrub
Bucknell University
Butcher Block** 
Capital District Physicians Health 

Plan Inc.
Capital District Trial Lawyers 

Association
Capital Region Bankruptcy Bar 

Association
Capitol Strategies Group LLC
Chubb & Son Inc.
Colwell, Ferrentino &  

Petroccione LLP
Comedy Works** 
Congregation Beth Emeth
Constellation Brands Inc. 
Cummings Properties LLC
Davidoff Malito & Hutcher LLP

Delaware Otsego Corporation
Delmonico’s Italian Steakhouse** 
Dutch Apple Cruise II** 
E-BizDocs Inc.
E. Stewart Jones Law Firm PLLC
Elaine M. and Myron J. Cohn 

Foundation
El Loco Mexican Cafe** 
Elizabeth C. Barra D.D.S.
Fannie Mae Foundation
Featherstonhaugh, Wiley, Clyne  

& Cordo LLP
Ford Foundation
Gannett Company Inc.
General Electric Fund
Goldman, Sachs & Company
Grandma’s Country Restaurant** 
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Harriet Ford Dickenson Foundation
Hawkins, Delafield & Wood LLP
Hinman, Howard & Kattell LLP
Hinman Straub P.C.
Hiscock & Barclay LLP
International Business Machines 

Matching Gifts Corporation
ISO-New England Inc.
J & R’s Plumbing & Heating
Jacobowitz & Gubits LLP
KeyBank of Eastern NY
Lawrence I. & Blanche H. Rhodes 

Memorial Fund
Legal Aid Society of Northeastern 

NY Inc.
LexisNexis–Matthew Bender** 
L’Oreal USA Benefits Dept., College 

Gift Match Program

Corporations, Law Firms & Community Partners
Lyric Foundation
Lou-Bea’s Pizza** 
Maiden Lane Parking Company** 
Marsh Washerman & Associates PC
Matlaw Systems Corporation** 
McDonald’s Fox Management**
McNamee, Lochner, Titus & 

Williams P.C.
Mediation Matters Inc.
Mixed Merchants Bowling League
Mobil Foundation Inc.
Mrs. Sunshine’s Cafe** 
My Linh** 
New York Life Insurance Company
New York Stock Exchange 

Foundation Inc.
New York Times Newspaper
Nicole’s Restaurant & Catering** 
Nixon Peabody LLP
NYS Association of Realtors Inc.
O’Connell and Aronowitz P.C.
O’Donnell & Tessitore
Ohio University
One Beacon Insurance
O’Rourke & Associates
Olive Garden** 
Paesan’s Pizza & Restaurant** 
Patricia Lynch Associates Inc.
Patterson, Belknap, Webb  

& Tyler LLP
Pearl Restaurant & Lounge
Philip Morris USA
Pinsky & Pinsky
Professional Insurance Agents
Riverstone Resources LLC
Rockefeller Family Fund

Security Mutual Life Insurance 
Company

Shell Oil Company Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  

& Flom LLP
Smith Philipp PLLC
Spectrum 8 Theatres** 
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Stoloff & Silver LLP
Stuyvesant Plaza Inc.** 
The After School Corp
The A. Lindsay and Olive B. 

O’Connor Foundation
The Baruch Fund
The Century House** 
The Cheesecake Factory** 
The Desmond** 
The Ford Foundation
The Ginger Man** 
The Madison Theater** 
The Merck Company Foundation
The Saratoga Associates
The Sidney and Beatrice Albert 

Foundation
The Swyer Foundation Inc.
The Washington Tavern** 
Thomson West**
Tomasi & McPhee LLC
TYCO Electronics Foundation
UBS
Unilever Matching Gifts Program
Weingarten & Reid Associates
Wells Fargo Foundation
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman 

& Dicker LLP

** In-kind
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report of gifts 2007–2008

Medallion Scholarships & 
fellowships

Endowed with gifts and commit-
ments at a minimum of $250,000: 

Ayco-Albany Law School 
Alumni Scholarship
Established by alumni of Albany Law 
School employed by The Ayco 
Company of Albany, preference for 
this scholarship is to students with an 
interest in tax or tax-related areas 
who have demonstrated this interest 
through prior work experience, col-
lege and law school course credits, or 
other means.               

Honorable Earle C. Bastow 
’19 and Eve E. Bastow 
Memorial Scholarship
Established in 1994 through a 
bequest by Mary E. Bastow, in mem-
ory of her husband, Judge Bastow, 
and his mother.             

The Dewar Scholarship
Created with a grant from the Dewar 
Foundation, Inc., this scholarship is 
awarded  to deserving students  
based on their financial need and/or 
academic merit.  Recipients must be 
graduates of Oneonta, N.Y., Senior 
High School.

Elizabeth F. and Russell A. 
Freeman ’57 Scholarship
Established by Elizabeth and Russell 
Freeman in 1997, this scholarship is 
designed to assist students with 
financial need.     

Barry Gold ’70 Health Law 
Clinic Program    
Established in 2006 by M. Sherry Gold 
with her children, Ben ’06 and Sari, in 
memory of her late husband, this 
endowment—the largest ever given 
to the Albany Law Clinic & Justice 
Center—funds efforts to focus on 
representation of low-income clients 
with cancer or other chronic medical 
conditions. It also provides training 
on legal rights for clients, advocates, 
health care staff, physicians, and law 
and medical students.

Scholarships and Fellowships
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Judge R. Waldron Herzberg 
’33 and Ruth Miller 
Herzberg Memorial 
Scholarship
Established by the bequest of Ruth 
Miller Herzberg, this scholarship is 
awarded to a student demonstrating 
financial need.      

Constance M. Jones 
Memorial Scholarship
Constance Jones was a woman of 
boundless energy who was devoted to 
many worthwhile community causes. 
Upon her passing, her husband, E. 
Stewart Jones Jr. ’66, established this 
medallion scholarship in her memory. 
The Constance Jones Scholarship 
will provide perpetual support to stu-
dents, preferably women, who live in 
the Capital Region area.            
E. Stewart Jones Sr. ’35 
Memorial Scholarship
This medallion scholarship was estab-
lished by the family and friends of E. 
Stewart Jones Sr. ’35, a distinguished 
lawyer of national renown whose 
career spanned 60 years. Jones 
Scholars will be chosen on the basis 
of merit with preference given to 
applicants from Rensselaer, Albany or 
Saratoga counties.

Eleanor and Percy 
Lieberman ’25 Fellowship
Established by bequest of Eleanor 
Lieberman in 1995 in memory of her 
husband, Percy Lieberman ’25. This 
fellowship benefits students pursuing 
public and municipal law.             

Arthur F. Mathews ’62 
Memorial Scholarship 
This medallion scholarship honors 
Arthur F. Mathews ’62, former trustee, 
and preeminent securities law practi-
tioner. It was established by family 
and friends, with special support 
from his colleagues at Wilmer, Cutler 
& Pickering. 

James Campbell Matthews 
Distinguished Professor of 
Jurisprudence 

The fellowship, funded through an 
anonymous bequest, was named in 
honor of James Campbell Matthews, 
Class of 1870, the first African-
American graduate of Albany Law 
School and the first black judge in 
New York State.

The Singleton 
Scholarships
Established in September 1996, by 
bequest of Stephanie Singleton Huested 
in memory of her husband, Harry H. 
Singleton, Class of 1927. These 
scholarships provide assistance to 
Albany Law School students based on 
financial need and academic merit.

Insignia Scholarships

Endowed with gifts and  
commitments between  
$100,000 and $249,999:

John A. Buyck ’48 and Virginia C. 
Buyck Scholarship

Elaine M. and Myron J. Cohn ’36 
Scholarship

Judge John C. Clyne ’53 Memorial 
Scholarship

J. Francis Doyle ’63 Scholarship
Richard C. Johnson ’51 Scholarship
Leo and Esther Krause Scholarship
Norbert L. Noel ’44 Scholarship
Margot M. Roberts Scholarship
Marjorie and Ralph D. Semerad 

Scholarship for Academic Excellence
J. Vanderbilt Straub ’28 Memorial 

Scholarship
Jerome H. and Marian J. Teitelbaum 
	 Memorial Scholarship
Rose Mary E. and Alfred C. Turino 

’36 Memorial Scholarship
Walter H. Wertime Memorial 

Scholarship
Mayor Thomas M. Whalen ’58 

Memorial Scholarship
David S. Williams ’42 Scholarship

Additional Endowed 
Scholarships  
and Fellowships 
American Express Scholarship 
Hon. Felix J. Aulisi ’24 Memorial 

Scholarship 
Joseph N. Barnett ’29 Memorial 

Scholarship
Louis G. and Carmela M. Bianchi 

Scholarship
Bond, Schoeneck and King Science 

and Technology Law Fellowships
Leo W. Breed ’21 and Helen E. 

Breed Scholarship
Charles Ward Brown ’27 and Mary 

Furlong Brown Scholarship 
Edward J. Cameron Jr., Public 

Service Fellowship 
Forest N. Case ’57 Memorial 

Scholarship Fund
Dawn M. Chamberlaine Scholarship
Class of 1991 Scholarship 

Class of 2001 and Karen C. McGovern 
Memorial Book Scholarship

Con G. Cholakis ’58 Public Service 
Fellowship 

Christopher S. Chow ’93 Scholarship
Judge William J. Crangle Class of 

1908 Memorial Scholarship
Hon. Richard J. Daronco ’56 

Memorial Scholarship
Doling Family Scholarship
Fred L. Emerson Scholarship
Hon. John M. Finnerty Memorial 

Scholarship
Joseph C. Foiadelli ’97 Public Service 

Fellowship
Seymour Fox ’49 ScholarshipJames 

E. Frankel ’73 Scholarship
Friends of Robert Glennon ’70 

Adirondack Park Fellowship
David Greenberg Memorial 

Scholarship
Dale Gutekunst Memorial Scholarship
Dorothy S. Hartman Scholarship
Arthur J. Harvey ’30 Fellowship
Juanita and John Jackson ’90 

Scholarship
Klare-Guernsey Scholarship
Thomas B. LaRosa Scholarship
Hon. Howard A. Levine Fellowship 

in Juvenile Justice
Robert E. Littlefield ’52 Memorial 

Scholarship
Alonzo C. Mason Scholarship
Justin McCarthy ’61 Memorial 

Scholarship
Thomas F. McDermott Scholarship
Leo E. Mills ’30 and Kenna J. Mills 

Memorial Scholarship
Ruth M. Miner Memorial Scholarship
Richard D. Parsons ’71 Scholarship
Gary M. Peck ’79 Memorial 

Scholarship 
Lawrence I. and Blanche H. Rhodes 
	 Memorial Fund Scholarship 
The Stanley A Rosen Class of 1968
	 Memorial Scholarship Fund
Edgar A. and Margaret D. Sandman 
	 Research Fellowship
Hon. Harold R. Soden ’33 and 

Eunice Soden Memorial Scholarship 
Henry J. Speck Scholarship
Ina G. and Earl W. Tabor ’35 

Scholarship
Regina and Leo Tanenbaum 

Memorial Scholarship
Joan Van Slyke Scholarship
Professor William M. Watkins 

Scholarship
The Professor John C. Welsh ’55 

Scholarship
Hon. Thomas M. Whalen III ’58 

Memorial Scholarship

Each year Albany Law School awards more than $4 million in scholarships funded by alumni, friends and other sources. Fellowships and assistantships 
are also awarded. Deans’ and Founders’ scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic promise as demonstrated by the candidate’s undergraduate 
grade-point average and LSAT score. Diversity scholarships are awarded to students with unusual backgrounds including those who historically have been 
underrepresented in the legal profession. These three-year scholarships, established by the Board of Trustees for entering students, honor Justice Kenneth 
S. MacAffer, former chairman of the Board of Trustees; former deans Andrew V. Clements, Harold D. Alexander, J. Newton Fiero, and Samuel M. 
Hesson; and Justice Isadore Bookstein, lecturer and former trustee. 



•	Online at www.albanylaw.edu/giving

•	With a check payable to the Albany 
Law School Fund

•	By phone with your MasterCard or 
Visa at 518-445-3218

“As a student at Albany Law 
School, I received scholar-
ship aid that significantly 
reduced my debt burden 
upon graduation. The 
school gave much to me, 
and I am fortunate to be 
able to give back even a 
small amount.”

– Margery Eddy  ‘00

“I give to Albany Law 
School out of gratitude for 
the outstanding education 
I received there and the 
good friends I made there. 
Contributing to the Annual 
Fund is the least I can do 
for my alma mater, which 
has given me so much.”	
–  Mary Elizabeth  
    McCaffrey ‘91

“I donate to Albany Law 
School because the 	
experience I had there was 
fantastic and this is my 
small way of giving 
something back. I think it 
is important as a graduate 
to support the schools you 
attended to help make 
education more affordable. 
Pay it forward!” 	
– James J. Clark ’79

“I give to the law school 
out of appreciation and 
commitment. I received a 
strong foundation in the 
law which enabled me to 
go on to a successful legal 
career, which in turn led 
to my current successful 
career in business.”  	
– Johnna Torsone ’75

Keep the 
commitment 
strong  
with a gift 
this year. 



SAVE THESE DATES

November 6 	 Washington, D.C., Alumni Reception

November 13	 Westchester County, N.Y., Alumni Reception

November 15	 Open House 

November 18	 Celebration for Distinguished Professor Emeritus  
	 of Law David D. Siegel at Albany Law School

December 4	 Capital Region G.O.L.D. (Graduates of the Last  
	 Decade) Alumni Reception 

January 29	 National Alumni Association Meeting and  
	 Metro New York Alumni Reception

www.albanylaw.edu/events

80 New Scotland Avenue
Albany, New York 12208-3494
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