
Exhibit IS 2.3M: Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory Assessment  
 
 
Sub-proficiency 2.4 
The Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory experience involves completing a multidimensional 
assessment and program plan for a student with significant learning difficulties.  As part of this 
assessment team, you are expected to demonstrate understanding of and attention to literacy 
development across the curriculum.  This entails: 

• Identify and prioritize age and ability appropriate short and long range literacy, academic, 
and social goals. 

• Recommend the least restrictive environment educationally and socially, and strategies to 
facilitate access to the regular curriculum and social inclusion. 

• Recommend appropriate supports and services for children with disabilities based on 
their individual strengths and weaknesses, individual and family goals and preferences, 
and the school’s human/ physical/organizational environment. 

 
 
 
 
2.4 Demonstrates understanding of and attention to literacy development across the 

curriculum 
 
Insufficient ______          Needs Improvement _____   Proficient ________           Exceeds Expectations___ 
 
Demonstrates little or 

no integration of 
instruction in literacy 
with other subjects 

he/she is responsible 
for teaching 

Demonstrates insufficient 
integration of instruction 

in literacy with other 
subjects he/she is 

responsible for teaching 

Integrates instruction in 
literacy with other 
subjects he/she is 

responsible for teaching 

Effectively and 
naturally integrates 

instruction in literacy 
with other subjects 

he/she is responsible for 
teaching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sub-proficiency 3.1 
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The Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory experience involves completing a multidimensional 
assessment and program plan for a student with significant learning difficulties.  As part of this 
assessment team, you are expected to be able to create lessons that reflect clear purposes.  This 
entails: 

• Match literacy, numeracy, and content area instructional materials and strategies to the 
child’s abilities, learning styles, and learning rate. 

• Recommend teaching strategies, learning strategies, and study skills to facilitate recall of 
content and generalization. 

• Recommend strategies to increase the child’s problem-solving, self-esteem, social skills, 
self-control, and self-reliance. 

• Recommend adaptations and accommodations that increase the child’s access to the 
essential concepts and content of the general education curriculum, including literacy 
development, assistive technology, and modification of the curriculum’s content, pace, 
and scope according to the child’s abilities and needs. 

• Recommend teaching approaches and materials that respect the child’s individual 
differences, language, and cultural heritage, while also adjusting for teacher attitudes and 
teaching styles. 

• Recommend positive behavior interventions and supports for life skills and 
independence. 

 
 

 
3.1  Plans lessons with clear purposes 
 
Insufficient ______          Needs Improvement _____   Proficient ________           Exceeds Expectations___ 
 
Demonstrates little or 
no knowledge of and 

skills in using 
instructional 

approaches grounded 
in knowledge of best 

practice, and 
instructional plans 

reflect little or no clear 
purposes and 

understanding of 
students' prior 

knowledge related to 
the content to be taught 

Demonstrates insufficient 
knowledge of and skills 

in using instructional 
approaches grounded in 

knowledge of best 
practice, and instructional 
plans reflect insufficient 

clear purposes and 
understanding of 

students' prior knowledge 
related to the content to 

be taught 

Demonstrates knowledge 
of and skills in using 

instructional approaches 
grounded in knowledge 

of best practice, and 
instructional plans reflect 

clear purposes and 
understanding of 

students' prior 
knowledge related to the 

content to be taught 

Demonstrates deep and 
connected knowledge of 

and skills in using 
instructional approaches 
grounded in knowledge 

of best practice, and 
instructional plans 

reflect clear purposes 
and deep understanding 

of students' prior 
knowledge related to the 

content to be taught 
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Sub-proficiency 4.1 
The Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory experience involves completing a multidimensional 
assessment and program plan for a student with significant learning difficulties.  As part of this 
assessment team, you are expected to gain expertise in assessment of student learning.  This 
entails: 

• Select appropriate formal assessment measures based on the assessment questions, the 
child’s abilities, and test reliability, validity, standardization. 

• Reliably administer, scores, and interprets tests and standardized questionnaires in 
multiple domains, including: reading decoding, reading comprehension, spelling, written 
language, mathematics, information-processing (visual perceptual, language, attention, 
motor), intelligence, social-emotional, independent living skills, career interests. 

• Establish rapport, explains the range of tasks, eliminates distractions, shows interest in 
the child, is encouraging and supportive, is responsive to the child’s feelings.  Is relaxed, 
gears vocabulary level to the child, paces the assessment, is sensitive to fatigue. 

• Aware of legal and ethical principles in assessment. 
• Recognize the limitations of formal assessment instruments, and strives toward 

multidimensional and authentic assessment using multiple measures (formal or informal). 
• Use dynamic assessment and task analysis approaches to pinpoint learning strengths, 

weaknesses, appropriate adaptations/compensations, and learning rate and retention with 
a variety of trial teaching strategies 

 
4.1 Understands and uses various methods to assess the learning of individuals and groups 
 
Insufficient ______          Needs Improvement _____   Proficient ________           Exceeds Expectations___ 
 
Demonstrates little or 

no knowledge of 
various research-based 
means of assessing the 
learning of individuals 
and groups of learners, 

and uses little or no 
assessments 

appropriate to 
particular objectives 

and learning situations 

Demonstrates insufficient 
knowledge of various 

research-based means of 
assessing the learning of 
individuals and groups of 

learners, and uses few 
assessments appropriate 
to particular objectives 
and learning situations 

Demonstrates knowledge 
of various research-based 

means of assessing the 
learning of individuals 
and groups of learners, 
and uses assessments 

appropriate to particular 
objectives and learning 

situations 

Demonstrates deep and 
connected knowledge of 
various research-based 
means of assessing the 
learning of individuals 
and groups of learners, 
and uses assessments 

appropriate to particular 
objectives and learning 

situations 
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 Sub-proficiency 4.2 
The Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory experience involves completing a multidimensional 
assessment and program plan for a student with significant learning difficulties.  As part of this 
assessment team, you are expected to make effective use of assessment data to plan for and adapt 
instruction for individuals with different needs and abilities.  This entails: 

• Recognize the educational, social-emotional, career, and independent living implications 
of information gained from interviews, observations, and formal and informal 
assessments. 

• Explain to the child, family, and teachers the impact of the child’s information-
processing, cognitive, and social abilities on his/her academic achievement, attitudes, and 
interests. 

• Interpret to the child, family, and teachers the effects of family, cultural, linguistic, and 
school environment factors on the child’s, development, interests, and attitudes. 

• Plan appropriately for helping different constituencies better understand one another’s 
perspectives. 

• Identify the supports necessary to facilitate the child’s academic, social-emotional, 
career, and independent living development. 

• Show respect for the child and family’s perspectives, and modifies recommendations 
accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
4.2 Makes effective use of assessment data to plan for and adapt instruction for individuals 

with different needs and abilities 
 
Insufficient ______          Needs Improvement _____   Proficient ________           Exceeds Expectations___ 
 
Demonstrates little or 

no ability to effectively 
use assessment data to 

plan and adapt 
instruction for students 

with different needs 
and abilities 

Demonstrates insufficient 
ability to effectively use 
assessment data to plan 
and adapt instruction for 
students with different 

needs and abilities 

Demonstrates ability to 
effectively use 

assessment data to plan 
and adapt instruction for 
students with different 

needs and abilities 

Demonstrates a high 
level of ability to 
effectively use 

assessment data to plan 
and adapt instruction for 
students with different 

needs and abilities 
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Sub-proficiency 5.1 
The Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory experience involves completing a multidimensional 
assessment and program plan for a student with significant learning difficulties.  As part of this 
assessment team, you are expected to work collaboratively and respectfully with colleagues and 
school staff.  This entails: 

• Obtain teacher(s)’ perspective(s) on the child’s academic and behavioral concerns.  What 
interventions have been tried; which worked – why and why not. 

• Encourage the teacher to observe the assessment and collaborate in the assessment 
process. 

• Evaluate the age and level appropriateness of instruction, time allotted to instruction, 
organization of instruction, progress monitoring, inclusion practices, and environmental 
factors (e.g., peer group, seating arrangement, noise, lighting) that can influence 
classroom learning. 

• Demonstrate sensitivity to teacher(s)’ attitudes, cultural beliefs, and behaviors that may 
influence the child’s behavior and engagement. 

• Clearly explain the assessment findings and recommendations.  Explain with sensitivity 
matches and mismatches between the school curriculum/environment and the child’s 
learning skills and styles. 

• Demonstrate sensitivity to the confidentiality concerns of different individuals involved 
in the assessment. 

• Respect the school personnel’s perspectives, and help bridge differences between the 
family and school personnel. 

• Collaborates with the school personnel in academic, transition, career, and life skill 
planning.  Gain agreement on realistic expectations and plans. 

• Facilitate planning strategies that invite the family’s more active participation in 
educational decision making. 

• Fulfill responsibilities agreed to among the assessment team. 
• Is on time and prepared for own team responsibilities, as well as assisting team members. 
• Is open to new ideas.  Actively invites constructive criticism and accepts it gracefully. 
• Invite shared problem-solving.  Lead team discussion when appropriate. 
• Demonstrate appreciation of team members’ helpfulness.  Offer constructive feedback 

appropriately. 
• Actively practice skills recommended by team feedback. 
 

5.1 Works collaboratively and respectfully with colleagues and school staff 
 
Insufficient ______          Needs Improvement _____   Proficient ________           Exceeds Expectations___ 
 
Demonstrates little or 
no ability to (a) work 

respectfully and 
effectively with other 
teachers, , specialists, 

other school 
employees, and the 
assessment team in 
support of student 

learning, and (b) invite, 

Demonstrates insufficient 
ability to (a) work 
respectfully and 

effectively with other 
teachers, specialists, 

other school employees, 
and the assessment team 

in support of student 
learning, and (b) invite, 
welcome and respond 

Demonstrates ability to 
(a) work respectfully and 

effectively with other 
teachers, specialists, 

other school employees, 
and the assessment team 

in support of student 
learning, and (b) invite, 
welcome and respond 

respectfully to the 

Demonstrates a high 
level of ability to (a) 
work respectfully and 
effectively with other 
teachers, specialists, 

other school employees, 
and the assessment team 

in support of student 
learning. and (b) invite, 
welcome and respond 
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welcome and respond 
respectfully to the 

perspectives, feedback 
and suggestions of 
others, even when 

he/she may not agree 
with them 

respectfully to the 
perspectives, feedback 

and suggestions of others, 
even when he/she may 

not agree with them 

perspectives, feedback 
and suggestions of 

others, even when he/she 
may not agree with them 

respectfully to the 
perspectives, feedback 

and suggestions of 
others, even when 

he/she may not agree 
with them 
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Sub-proficiency 5.2  
The Psychoeducational Teaching Laboratory experience involves completing a multidimensional 
assessment and program plan for a student with significant learning difficulties.  As part of this 
assessment team, you are expected to work collaboratively and respectfully with parents and 
other caregivers.  This entails: 

• Conduct a visit to the child’s home professionally, and make appropriate 
observations. 

• Describe the assessment process to the child and family, schedule appointments, 
and invite parents to observe and actively collaborate. 

• Clarify the problems that initiated the referral, and the child’s and family’s goals 
for the assessment. 

• Learn about the child and family’s perspectives on the student’s academic and 
social abilities. 

• Learn about sensory, physical, health, and information-processing disabilities that 
may impact the child’s academic and social skills.  Learn about strengths that 
could be utilized to work around weaknesses. 

• Learn about the child’s attitudes and interests regarding school, social activities, 
career development, and independent living. 

• Be sensitive to family beliefs, traditions, and values that need to be considered in 
school planning. Observe family systems that support or impede development. 

• Clearly explain the assessment findings and recommendations to the child, 
parents, and caregivers. Responds appropriately to questions not considered by 
the team. 

• Offer information on due process rights and the responsibilities of the school 
personnel and other agencies.  Gives precise direction on how to advocate for 
services. 

• Engage the child and family in academic, transition, career, and life skill 
planning. 

• Sensitively address the role of the family in promoting or deterring learning and 
adjustment. Show respect for the child and family’s perspectives, and modifies 
recommendations accordingly. 

 
5.2 Works collaboratively and respectfully with parents and caregivers 
 
Insufficient ______          Needs Improvement _____   Proficient ________           Exceeds Expectations___ 
 
Demonstrates little or 

no ability to work 
respectfully and 
effectively with 

parents and other 
caregivers, in support 

of their children's 
learning 

Demonstrates insufficient 
ability to work 

respectfully and 
effectively with parents 
and other caregivers, in 

support of their children's 
learning 

Demonstrates ability to 
work respectfully and 

effectively with parents 
and other caregivers, in 

support of their 
children's learning 

Demonstrates a high 
level of ability to work 

respectfully and 
effectively with parents 
and other caregivers, in 

support of their 
children's learning 

 

 7

Used with permission of Professor Corrine Roth Smith, Syracuse University, School of Education. 2009.




